As You Like It: Did We Like It? 

Can The Liberals Find An Obama Of Their Own? 
Do Iranian Metal Fans Flash Devil Horns? 
7and7 Is Rockin’ In Castro’s World 


MONDO MUMBLECORE 


THE GUATEMALAN HANDSHAKE DRIVES INTO TOWN FOR METRO CINEMA’S 





TUESDAY 
BBC WORLD SERVICE 


BBC World Service updates weekdays at 8am, 9am, noon, and 7pm, on weekends at 2pm. 


MAKIN’ WHOOPEE 
Chad & Colin 


22 AND 50 
SONGS 
Melanie 


BORSCHT FOR 
BREAKFAST 
Angie 


PUT'ER IND 
FOR DANGLE 
June 


THE CUTENESS 
QUOTIENT 
David 


GET SOME WEST 
Babe Lloyd 


THE RHYTHM Fe KILL EM’ ALL z 
METHOD col Kath 


Dwayne & TELLITLIKE ITISNT 
= 
oO 


Field 
LYDIA LUNCH’S 
PANTY HOSE 
Jamie, Oliver & lly 


TERRA INFORMA 
Local Environmental 


RANSOM RADIO 
Craig D 


DEMOCRACY NOW! 
Alternative News 


COUNTERSPIN 
| Countering Media\Spin 


BORROWED TUNES CATCH THE WAVE 


Joel 
High School Kids 


ONE HOUR TO 
MADNESS & JOY 
Tony 


PRIGGNER 
Rad Priggner 


BASS CULTURE 
Mick Sleeper 


PUNK AND METAL 
Emmett 


NECROTECHS 
UNITE 
FLYING SAUCER Shadow 
ROCK & ROLL 


Pan Electipau YOUR WEEKLY AA 


MEETING 


AND TOMORROW PEED ETC), 


Alanna 


THE DARKNESS 
OF MY SOUL 
Raven and Eaper 


OTHER PEOPLE'S 
MUSIC 
Al and Lawrence 


(EL) 
JORDAN'S BAG 


OF TRICKS 
Jordan 


THIS SLOT OPEN! 
CALL 492-2577 ext.2 
FOR INFO 


LUNCHTIME IN 
LUXEMBOURG 
Don and Heather 


—News Programming * S 


— French Languages 
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WEDNESDAY 


CLOCKWORK 
ORANGE JUICE 
Moose Brothers 


PRAIRIE GAUCHO 
Idris 


THE IPSO FACTORY 
Buster Friendly 


THE BARCLAY HOUR 
Sheri Barclay 


20th CENTURY 
Miss Manered 
or Smilin Jay 


RADIO OUTPOST 
Engaged Travel 


s RISE UP: RADIO FREE 


EDMONTON 
Alberta Politics 


THE TERRORDOME: 
The All-World Atrika 
News Service 


CALLING ALL BLUES 
Grant Stovel 


THE SOUNDS OF 
FOLKWAYS 
Aaron L & Farris 


THE SHOE BOX 
Brian & Pete 


@ THE EROTIC DANCER’ 
f= GUIDE TO FINE MUSIC 


Al Burant 


KAMIKAZE COMEDY 
Lars & Powerman 


» ELECTRORPROLAPSE 


DJ Kuch 


THIS SLOT IS OPEN 
CALL 492 2577 ext. 2 
FOR MORE INFO 


— Shared Show, with alternating hos' 


— Country « 


grinya Language « 


=| NEWS AND MUSIC BY |. 


Classic Rock (CJSR Style) * DB—Drum & Bass © El — Electro-Industrial « El 
— Garage Roc! 


= — Nepalese « .N 


ee TD 
RN RIS noe 


listener supported, campus based community radio 


a 
Scjsrssu 


JULY 2008) 


BBC World Service 
New Show TBA 


ECCLECTIC 
Kevin and Misty 


FULL ENGLISH 
BREAKFAST 
Peter Chapman 


MUSICA NOVA 
Robin 


ACIMOWIN 
Phoenix 


ROVING ROUTES 


STUFF | FOUND 
UNDER THE COUCH 
Sam Power 


2 WORDS ON RADIO | 
= Literary Aris |= 


ig MAKING CONTACT =; 
F__ Progressive Documentaries. 

z | NEWS ROOM 
oa News Magazine 


RESISTANCE 
Dave & Lex 


= YOU'RE SOAKING 
= IN IT! 
djwetspot 


FAKE IT TILL 
YA MAKE IT 
Laura & Sarah 


THE ‘68 
| COMEBACK SPECIAL |S 
Tom & Craig io 


HIT AND RUN RADIO 


Jay & Olga CATCH THE BEAT 


MOVING RADIO Cam 


z YOUTH MENACE 
Film & Video 


Youth Justice 


ADAMANT EVE 
Feminist Radio 


= LIZA’S PILLS Heather [ie 

2) ALTERNATING WEEKS | 

QTRANSMISSIONS 

paranormal phone in 
show with 

Heather and Sinclair 


| SOUNDS UKRAINIAN 
Lada 


BPM 


» AND.FOR THE GLBT David Stone 


COMMUNITIES 
Tam & Gaywite 


PRAIRIE PICKIN’ 
Doug & Rob 


ELEKTRIK SEX 
TELEFON 


ASIKO PHANTOM Eddie Lunchpail 


PYRAMID 
Minister Faust 
& Bongbiemi 


FOURRE-TOUT HOUSE 


UNDERGROUND FM 


DJ Xu 


CARIBBEAN 
CONNEXION 

DJ Ice man with soca 
and more (RG) 


RADIATION RULING 
THE NATION 
Matt 


ALTERED STATES 
The Professor 
& The Juggernaut 


PULSE FM 


Mother Peace 


LIQUID CHATTER 
The Mikes & Sima 


URBAN HANG 
SUITE 
Arlo Maverick 


MIND COMPRESSION 
i Limey 
NIGHTCRAWLER 
PRESENTS 
Dj Nightcrawler 
and guests 


MORE METAL AND 
OTHER ASSORTED 
LOUD MUSICS 
Jesse 


EVIL PETTING ZOO 
DXL & Thero 


— African « —Ambharic Language * B — Blues « 
— Gothic « 
New Music « 


—Somali * S$ 


1H — Hip Hop/ Urban ¢ IN — Indo Pakistanie J 
— Punk! « Pi—Phone Ine P 

— Spanish Language * S: 

U- Ukrainian * WB — World Beat 


—Jazze 
) — Polish Language 
Streetz 


| 2) ALTERNATIVE RADIO 
= Progressive Lectures 


zi MC Deadly & Pale Force 


FRESH TRACKS 


a | SS 


SUNDAY 
GET YOUR 


JAMMIES ON 
Mark 


2 TURKISH PROGRAM 


JAZZOLOGY 
Steve 


Hl 


2 RADIO KATHMANDU: 


f= ASUNDAY BRUNCH IN 
NEPAL 


= RAGAS & RHYTHMS 
i Imran and Janine 


SIN FRONTERAS 
Sergio 


POLSKIE RADIO 
Bogdan 


ETHIOPIAN BISERAT 


ARRAGTIDE BEESHA 
Jaamac 


DREAM MACHINE 
Daniel Buxton 


THE SOUND OF MY 
OWN VOICE 
D. Jeffery Buchanan 


MELANCHOLY 
CACOPHONY 
Keegan 


— Bluegrass * 
EL — Electronic « 
(—Jam Bands og 
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The next episode is 
an encore of an encore. 


Nseries 


The Nokia N95 8GB gives you a back stage pass t 
8GB of memory means that ar 
Makes everywhere you are a stadium, And witha 
don't have tov \from the cheap seats. If you femfana 
eans Hippilng TOM MUSIC to garihig to 


/games. The next episode in entert 


i Www.nokia.ca/entertainment 


‘?) ROGERS The next episode 
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EDMONTON'S . 
FAVOURITE SOURCE — Tews VOTERS LIKE LEADERS WITH SKILLS 


edia savvy, fundraising abilities... mix and match leader- 


CA M 
OF BEDHEAD CINEMA ship traits for the ideal Liberal Party leader. 


PUBLISHER Todd Kaslask | theslaskiGisee preatwest.ca 
PROMOTIONS/SALES MANAGER Jef! Math | jrahGlsee greatwest ca ] j C 0 mM mM fa) n t q ly 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR (ARTs lu) Pa 3 . GREENPEACE VERSUS GREENWASH 
LAD GVCIREENTOR » Pyblicopinion is turning against Stelmach on the 
NEWS WRITER Ang SG ° a ' 
oilsands mess, and it’s about time. 


14 city li" GO GREEN OR GO HOME 
«Edmonton eateries are reducing their carbon 
"'. footprint by focusing on locally produced foods. 


2) MUSIC ERIC'S TRIP DOWN 

MEMORY LANE 

‘Julie Doiron on the band that made her famous, 
"and the strides they've taken towards reuniting. 


3107 SCfEEN ONERIFF TO RULE THEM ALL Todd Rohal’s The Guatemalan 

There’s a metal scene in Brazil, Indonesia, Iran, gig Handshakes the year’s strangest, 

* and india, and Global Metal paySavisit toeach <==" saddest comedy...and maybe it’s 
si . * best. 


see magazine |s located at: 


couisprnene 30 TS SHAKESPEAREAN FEAR FACTOR 
go acai Can the Freewill Players cure a young man’s crip- 
saxceoarm — pling bardophobia? SEE decided to find out. 
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LISTINGS ADMINISTRATOR 
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NATIONAL ADVERTISING Jan Frol 
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DISTRIBUTION ASSISTANT Sh 
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Agee pane WITHA VIRTUAL JESSICA ALBA www.seemnagazine.com 

= eee. Jechnology will change the nature of aduttery... but Movie times, movie trailers, 
wom a untilit’s invented, let's not worry about it. theatre locations, plus all your 

peter 46 the back assorTeD Goooles alilibsh att 
NEW COMIC! Check Out 8BIT FUNNIES 
rrr a 
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TELEPROMPTER] ON SCREEN, PAGE 35 & 6 THE REVELATION THAT FOX NEWS APPEALS MAINLY TO 
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New this fall! 


Business Administration Diploma 


Specialize in marketing or accounting 
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|) TELUS AUTHORIZED 
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EDMONTON 


Kingsway Garden Mall 
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1 Bonnie Doon Mall 
City Centre Mall 
mart devices oa 
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South Edmonton Common 


Southgate Mall 


al great low prices. = 


: . Downtown 
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sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday 
~ yuty3 (suryh \( suy5 +) 
comedy | LOUEISEN Summit | LETS INVITE Vigil | WOMEN IN BLACK 
The Toronto comedian THE ELEPHANT INTO THE ROOM No, they aren't a top-secret 
almost died two years ago The Canadian Youth Climate feminist organization respon- 
from the weight he put on Coalition sends a rallying cry sible for protecting the planet 
for his role in Cinderella Man, for young ‘uns hoping to tackle fromaliens, but they do fight 
but he’s fine now... and he's | the mammoth issue of the violence. How do they fight 
added plenty of heart-attack tarsands' impact on climate violence, you ask? By standing 
jokes to his routine. 6pm, change. To register for this lean, in silence in front of the 
The Comic Strip. mean, green machine, visit | Strathcona farmer's market, 
Black Crowes, Jubilee Auditorium, July 17 \\ www.ourclimate.ca. ce course. 10-1 am. 
ass = Z 
( suv ( suv] suLy8 ( surv9 suLyl0 ( yuryil suyl2 
fruit | FRUITS OF MUSIC | ASHES DIVIDE eXeFC|Se | DROP-IN comedy | DANIEL football | Eskimos PMUSIC| KID ROCK The MUSIC | JAMES TAYLOR 
SUMMER No, jerkwads, this Devo Keenan and Billy TRIATHLON TRAINING KINNO The Russian is com- VS. TORONTO ARGONAUTS. Motown badass will bring Boston soft-rock with a 
isn'ta Pride Week event. Howerdel swoop in with: Make Richard Simmons ing, and when he's finished Swill beer with Calendar E-town a taste of sweet-ass southern twist finds its way 
It's actually an intriguing | their divided ashes to form proud and feel the burn everyoneis going toneed while watching a tribe of bluegrass with a cavalcade | into Rexall when JT plays the 
exercise in historical dining, the perfect circle of metal while panting “I'm a pony.” | aWet-Nap anda cigarette. nomadic Arctic dwellers take of rock heroes from yester- “Fire and Rain” game. Don't 
as The John Walter Museum | | madness. Howerdel’s latest For $10 you get a swim, | Calendar has been told that on Jason's mythological year, including Dickey Betts | — worry: the show won't be 
| _ prepares popular fruitdishes | assortment of musicians is a abike, and a run—or a Kinno’s wit “keeps audiences | sailors. It doesn't get much of The Allman Brothers. The a “One Man Parade” when 
from Edmonton's pioneer fresh concoction of musical combination of the three. begging for more.” The Iron better than this. 8 pm, Com- | show will keep you rockin’ all Taylor's band of legends gets 
days. 1-5 pm. wizardry. 8 pm, Starlite 6-7 pm, MacEwan Centre for | Curtain parts at 6 pmat The monwealth Stadium. summer long. 8 pm, Rexall onstage to back him up... 
| Room. \ Sports and Wellness. ) \- ComicStrip. } | Place. Doors at 7:30 pm. 
jury sucyl4 soy suLyl6 suv 
hat-passing | | film | WEEKENDIN MUSIC | RAY DAVIES freestyle | WILD STYLE MUSIC | THE BLACK 
INTERNATIONAL STREET HAVANA Funinthesun Nothing's Kink-ier than Ray | WEDNESDAY Homeboys CROWES “Hallelujah, 
PERFORMERS FESTIVAL with love, comedy, and music Davies in pencil pants and getting jiggy wit it and kick- come join the jubilee” at the 
| It'sthe last day to catch ina future communist state. a suede vest singing about ingit freestyle while keeping Jubilee when “the most rock 
| Edmonton's vaudeville The Edmonton Film Society | — transvestites. Calendar only |  itrealallat the same time. ‘n’ roll rock ‘n’ roll band in 
extravaganza. Bring some has the ticket to Carmen | hopes that in his golden | And toanswer your ques- | the world” returns to whoop 
| change and a sense of Miranda's Cubano love years Davies still has his tion: yes, you'll probably get itup with E-town residents. 
humour. www.edmonton- | | boat. 8pm, Royal Alberta affection for classic attire. to hear hip-hoppers making Doors at 8 pm, Jubilee 
| streetfest.com | Museum. 8 pm, Winspear Centre. bass sounds with their Auditorium. 














mouth. 9 pm, Starlite Room. 




















Ray Davies, Winspear Centre, July 15 


film | July 14 6 4 FUN IN THE SUN WITH LOVE, COMEDY, 
AND MUSIC IN A FUTURE COMMUNIST STATE! 


see magazine’s two-week forecast of events in edmonton 


Listings: news oe. | city 20 | music ee | film caps os» arts ocs0l 


10329 382 Ave «433- -39816 


“2 


bluesonwhyte.ca 


AROUND THE CORNER 
JULY 8 - JULY 9 


snemekia Copeland — 
Tickets on Sale now @ ps a 
Ticketmaster and Blues on Whutie 
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news&opinion #4: 


HE LIBERALS DON’T HAVE BRAND LOYALTY. 
THEY HAVE TO HAVE A PRODUCT TO SELL. 


—Liberal Jason Morrison 





PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS « NEW LIBERAL LEADER - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT | 1047 words 


Voters Like Leaders With Skills 


MEDIA SAVVY, FUNDRAISING 
LEADERSHIP TRAITS FOR THE 
IDEAL LIBERAL PARTY LEADER 





Where, oh where, is the Albertan 
Barack Obama? 

According to Liberal Party election 
worker and blogger Jason Morrison, 
the energy-renewing charisma that 
Obama generated for the Democrats 
south of the border is just the stuff 
the Liberal Party needs if they ever 
want to win an election here, 

The 31-year-old new father yearns 
for a leader who will represent Al- 
berta’s future and manage the prov- 
ince's resources for the next five gen- 
erations—someone fresh, young, and 
inspiring. In other words, a dream 
candidate and leader. 

Ever since the dismal election re- 
sults trickled into their desultory 
campaign offices on March 3, the 
Liberal Party has been discussing 
their future both internally and pub- 
licly—with some members question- 
ing whether there should even be a 
party at all. As soon-to-be former 
leader Kevin Taft has said several 
times over the past couple months, 
“Everything is on the table.” 

Taft officially announced last week 
that he would step down as Liberal 
leader by January 2009. Now the 
party must decide not only where 
they want to go, but also who they 
want to take them there. 

“Much more is on the table than 
in a traditional leadership race,” 
says Lethbridge University politi- 
cal science professor Harold Jansen. 
“There's an opportunity to pick a 
new course for the party.” 

Policy wonkery and retail political 
strategy all get debated behind the 
scenes, and frankly, they’re not as 
important to voters as the image the 
new leader creates, says Morris. 

“The fact of the matter is, people 
are buying on brand,” he says. “The 
Liberals don’t have... brand loyalty. 
They have to have a product to sell, 
and the product is the leader. It has 
to be someone that people can see 
themselves in. They have to connect 
on a personal level.” 

But what would such a leader look 
like? Jansen, Morris, and others of- 
fer seven magical traits the next Lib- 
eral leader will need to possess. - 


() Fresh Face 

A new leader will allow the Liberals 
to rebrand, says Jansen, and the par- 
ty could do well to look outside the 
tight circle of well-known MLAs—or 
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even outside the party. 

The closest the Liberals ever came 
to pulling off a real resurgence was 
with an outsider, says Jansen. For- 
mer Edmonton mayor Laurence 
Decore was a fresh face in 1993 and 
the party landed 32 seats. 

An outsider beating out well- 
known MLAs with established sup- 
port networks within the party for 
the leadership is an unlikely scenario, 
he admits, but it could do the party 
good. The Liberals need a leader who 


engage Albertans? That's difficult 
to answer, Morris says, but he sug- 
gests that finding someone with a 
new understanding of the province's 
resources and environment, some- 
one who could change the current 
resource narrative from what the 
province gets now to what future Al- 
bertans can enjoy, would be a good 
place to start. 


(2) Calgary-Centric 
With more Liberal MLAs hailing 


need to do. If they can’t do that, then 
all the policy in the world doesn’t 
make any difference.” 

Whether the Liberals choose to 
change their name, form a new par- 
ty, rebrand and redefine their poli- 
cies, or choose a new direction that 
hasn't yet been discussed publicly, 
Jansen thinks the new leader must 
represent the new structure and be 
able to communicate that new stance 
clearly to the public. 


that we went into the election with 
zero dollars, and the Conservatives 
went in with millions.” 

That's a fair complaint, says Jan- 
sen. Alberta lacks election-spending 
rules, so the Conservatives can far 
outspend the debt-ridden Liberals. 
Thus, fundraising skills are key for 
any hopeful leader. 


(6) Centre-Centre Values 
Jansen says Albertans are not more 
socially conservative than in other 





has a completely new style and new 
ideas, and is someone the media can 
get excited about. 

Morris agrees, saying that in order 
to be successful, the Liberals need 
to generate public fascination. “The 
way you get there,” he says, “is with 
a person who represents something 
new, something Alberta has never 
seen before.” After all, the American 
Democratic nomination race was so 
exciting for voters because it was 
creating history. With a woman and 
a black man running, no matter what 
happened, the results would change 
the face of politics. 

Obviously, in Alberta the optics are 
a bit different. Women have led po- 
litical parties here, including Nancy 
Macbeth of the Liberals and Pam 
Barrett of the NDP. So what will 





from Cowtown than the traditional 
opposition stronghold of Edmonton, 
electing a leader from Calgary makes 
sense, Jansen says. Even Taft has 
noticed the opportunity for gains in 
Calgary. At the news conterence an- 
nouncing his intention to resign, he 
said he senses that Calgarians are 
frustrated with the Conservatives. 
Perhaps a Liberal leader with Cal- 
gary connections could turn Cow- 
town into a new Liberal power base. 


(3) Media Savvy 
Communications skills are basic 
tools for any politician, says Jansen. 
“We need a storyteller,” Morris 
says. “Someone who can take what 
the policy wonks say we should do 
and tell the public a story that will 
convince them that that's what we 


(4) Willing To Travel 
The cities of Edmonton and Calgary 
get a lot of face time with leaders, but 
Alberta is a big province. 

“We need a leader who is known,” 
says longtime Liberal member Sieg- 
mund Walisser. The 90-year-old says 
he hasn't seen a party leader make an 
appearance in his riding of Dunvegan 
Central Peace for years. Unless the 
new leader is willing to log some fre- 
quent-flyer miles, generating excite- 
ment across the full breadth of the 
Liberal Party could be difficult. 


(5) Deep Pockets (...0r The 
Ability To Attract Others With 
Deep Pockets) 

“If there was one factor in the elec- 
tion that made a huge difference,” 
Taft said at his press conference, “it’s 


parts of the country, regardless of 
popular perception, and so veering 
too far right won't help the Liberals. 

“I think they need somebody who 
is socially liberal but fiscally con- 
servative,” he says, “because I think 
the Conservatives are vulnerable 
there. They haven't done a good job 
of managing the money from the oil 
boom.” 


(7) Availability 

Finding anyone willing to take on the 
job who also has all the above traits 
is probably more fantasy than reality, 
Jansen says. “It’s kind of a thankless 
job,” he concludes. “It's not the most 
attractive position, so the kind of 
people that have that skill set aren't 
going to be clamouring to sit on the 
opposition benches.” 
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NEWS BRIEF « ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 


EDMONTON - PUBLIC TRANSIT 
BUSES AND MINUSES 


Arriving at your transfer transit station dur- 
ing your commute home at the end of a long 
day only to see your connecting bus take 

off seconds before you reach it is enough 

to make anyone foreswear the common 
man’s chariot and climb into a personal . 
automobile. 

Missed connections are just one of the 
problems with Edmonton Transit Service 
identified by the Transit Rider's Union of 
Edmonton (TRUE) in their recently released 
ETS Growth Strategy Shadow Report. 

The document comes out in advance of a 
city report on ways to expand Edmonton's 
public transit system and attract new riders. 
“One of our main goals,” says TRUE spokes- 
person Brian Gould, “is to bring forward the 
transit riders’ perspective to make sure that 
their experiences and opinions are being 
heard.” 

The current public transit system avoids 
transfers because a lack of frequent service 
makes getting your connection difficult, he 
says. That results in bus routes that mean- 
der though neighbourhoods, increasing the 
length of bus trips. 

This systernalso means multiple 
buses serve particular areas, such as Whyte 
Avenue. These buses often bunch up, with 
buses arriving on top of each other. 

“While this provides more service to the 
area than a single route and Is certainly re- 


quired,” says the report, “often the routes are | 


timed such that the routes follow each other 
in quick succession, leaving a 15 minute gap 
to the next batch, rather than providing a 
much more convenient 5 minute headway.” 
The TRUE report recommends more direct 
routes that carry lots of people quickly, 
especially on the main routes such as the 1 
West Edmonton Mall and the 12 Northgate. 


City council employed ENTRA Consultants | 


to look at ways that ETS can attract more 
public transit riders. Their main recommen- 
dations include a maximum waiting period 
of 30 minutes between buses during the day 
and more bus routes to industrial areas. 

ENTRA cautioned city administrators that 
Edmonton's low population will necessitate 
a higher level of investment in order to 
achieve the results seen in other cities. 

The TRUE report also cautions city council 
that an expanded system should not auto- 
matically mean expanded fares. 

“The fares are way too high for the transit 
system we have,” notes TRUE member 
Fraser Pick in the report. “Maybe if the 
system itself was open later and [was] more 
efficient, it would justify the high prices.” 

Around-the-clock transit service is one of 
the group's major goals. In January they led 
a campaign to get ETS to provide late-night 
service, especially in high-traffic areas like 
Whyte Avenue. 

Contrary to TRUE’s recommendations, 
ENTRA recommends only a slightly earlier 
start time (5:30 a.m.) and finish time (2 
am.). 

ENTRA also recommends rerouting buses 
in the south to serve LRT stations, a position 
TRUE says "risks continuing the tradition of 
Band-Aid solutions.” 

The official ENTRA report will be present- 
ed at the July 3 transportation committee 
meeting of city council. 
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| pROVINCAL-WTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS “OIL AND GAS - BY ADRIAN MORROW | 444 words 


Talisman Cuts A Deal To Invest In Iraq 


CALGARY COMPANY KNOWN 
FOR CONTROVERSIAL 
INVESTMENT IN SUDAN 





A Calgary energy company that drew 
fire for investing in war-torn Sudan 
has made a $300-million deal to ex- 
plore for oil in Iraq. 

Last week, Talisman Energy an- 
nounced it had bought shares of two 
blocks in the Kurdistan region of 
northern Iraq. 

“First production is at least five 
years off,” says company spokesper- 


| son Teri Keyser. “It's a major oppor- 


tunity in an under-explored area.” 
The area where Talisman will drill 
is virtually untapped, but a nearby 
oilfield is thought to contain 100 mil- 
lion barrels of oil. Talisman believes 
its holding could eventually produce 
50,000 barrels a day, Keyser says. 
The company ‘is partnering with 
Western Zagros, a small Calgary 
company that will operate the wells, 
and the Kurdistan Regional Govern- 


| ment. 


From 1998 to 2003, Talisman 
had a controversial stake in Sudan, 
which was embroiled in a civil war. 


Sudanese refugees alleged that Talis- 


man’s,money was propping up the Is- 
lamic government in the north of the 
country, which was accused of geno- 
cide and other war crimes against the 


ILLUSTRATION BY TOM BAGLEY 


Christian south. Two million people, 
most of them civilians, died in the 
war and four million were displaced. 

Human rights activists and mem- 


bers of Calgary's Sudanese com- 
munity campaigned for Talisman to 
withdraw from Sudan, holding an- 
nual protests outside the company's 





shareholders’ meeting for several 
years, 
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| PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS « ENVIRONMENT - BY TREVOR HOWELL | 668 words 


Two Steps Forward, On Step Back 


NEW ENVIRONMENTAL RULES 
FALL SHORT IN ADDRESSING 


| RECLAMATION, SAYS PEMBINA 





“Oilsands companies will soon be 


faced with new criteria for tailings 
pond management and enforcement 
actions should performance targets 
not be met. 

A new draft directive released by 
the Alberta Energy Resources Con- 
servation Board (ERCB) will require 
operators to prepare an operations 
and abandonment plan for every tail- 
ings pond and to act in accordance 
with their applications. Companies 
would also be obligated to provide 
specific dates for pond construction, 
use, closure and other milestones 
and to file the dates with the ERCB 
by December 31, 2008. 

However, according to the Pembi- 
na Institute, the new draft fails to ad- 
dress risks posed by the production 
of the tailings ponds. 

“Albertans will be justifiably sur- 
prised to learn that for the past 40 
years, oilsands companies have been 
allowed to manage their tailings 
waste on their own accord, without 
any strict government regulation 
around benchmarks, timelines or 
performance standards,” says Pem- 


bina Institute policy analyst Jennifer 
Grant. “While it’s encouraging that 
the ERCB is now moving to assume 
more responsibility for address- 
ing the production of toxic tailings 
waste, this policy falls short of ad- 
dressing the risks and uncertainties 
around how tailings waste will be re- 
claimed into something resembling a 
boreal forest.” 

According to ERCB chair Dan Mc- 
Fadyen, with many oilsands projects 
not meeting targets for the manage- 
ment of tailings ponds waste set out 
in their applications to the ERCB, 
the directive will set firm require- 
ments for oilsands operators to man- 
age their tailings or face enforcement 
action. 

“The ERCB plays a critical role 
in regulating the oilsands,” McFa- 
dyen said in a press release. “Tailings 
ponds are an important environmen- 
tal issue in Alberta — and more and 
more, becoming the focus of nation- 
al and international attention.” 

In 41 years of oilsands mining, 
the province has only certified 0.2 
per cent, or one square kilometre, 
of the disturbed land as reclaimed, 
None of the tailings ponds has been 
reclaimed. Oilsands companies had 
cleared or mined over 470 square 


kilometres by the end of 2007 and 
have leased an additional 3,000 
square kilometres for future min- 
ing operations. While the ERCB de- 
scribes tailings ponds as waste “gen- 
erally composed of water, sands, silt, 
clay and residual bitumen,” there are 
a number of toxic chemicals in the 
waste, including polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs), a carcinogen. 
Oilsands companies produce 1.8 bil- 
lion litres of tailings pond waste per 
day. 

The ERCB directive, entitled: Tail- 
ings Performance Criteria and Re- 
quirements for Oil Sands Schemes, 
could see companies found to be in 
non-compliance of regulations facing 
an increase in inspections for minor 
infractions. It might also dictate the 
complete shutdown of a facility’s op- 
erations for more serious violations. 
According to the ERCB, more than 
1,100 shutdowns have been ordered 
since 2000, with 247 of those occur- 
ring in 2007. The length of a shut- 
down in 2007 ranged from one hour 
to 194 days. The ERCB conducted 
18 inspections in 2007 and plans to 
double that number in 2008. While 
the number of inspections appears to 
be low, each one takes up to a week 
to conduct, says ERCB spokesper- 


son Davis Sheremata. The ERCB has 
retained the services of specialists, 
who will conduct future inspections 
that will be more focused and spe- 
cialized to make sure these facilities 
are operating in compliance, says 
Sheremata 

The Pembina Institute would pre- 
fer to see the implementation of 
policies that prohibit the creation of 
tailings ponds for new projects. Oil- 
sands tailings ponds are “unresolved 
liabilities” that endanger Alberta's 
environment, says Simon Dyer, oil- 
sands program director at the insti- 
tute. No tailings pond has yet been 
successfully reclaimed, so the true 
cost of cleaning up the ponds re- 
mains unknown. Oilsands compa- 
nies, he adds, need to be compelled 
by strict regulations to develop and 
implement solutions to the environ- 
mental risks and clean-up costs asso- 
ciated with the toxic tailings ponds. 

Since 2001, the ERCB’s liability 
rating program has required energy 
companies to maintain strict assets 
versus liabilities to ensure oilsands 
companies have the funds to clean 
up energy facilities that are no lon- 
ger in use. This will make certain 
that industry, not taxpayers, pay any 
clean-up costs. ; 
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NEW PLAYER'S. 
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Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette cree une trés 
forte dependance. 


agend i magazine: July 3- july 
a | NewsGopinion | city life | music| on screen | arts | classifieds | sex j the back 
edmonton: see e 3 9, 2008 
hse 9 





ookback 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


GG OILSANDS TOURISM—IT’S MONDERNIZING THE 


WAY THE WORLD SEES ALBERTA—ONE BARRELAT A TIME! 


—www.travelingalberta.com 





WITNESS 


QUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS 


JUNE 28, 2008 | 13:11:04 PM | 10404 Jasper Ave | PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
Aaron Dobler soars above the crowd at the Bikeology festival at Beaver Hills Park on June 28, 2008. 





BY THE NUMBERS 





EDMONTON - ENVIRONMENT 
BAN OILSANDS FUEL IN EDMONTON? 


| ALBERTA- HOUSING 


INSUFFICIENT FUNDS 


| ALBERTA: P3S 
| MONSTER P3 FOR FORT MAC 


ANOTHER ALBERTA ADVANTAGE 


2007 CONSUMER GOODS PRICE INCREASES 
*SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA 





Following a call from American mayors to 
ban fuel from Alberta's oilsands develop- 
ments, SEE atternpted to poll local civic 
politicians on their attitudes towards the 
oilsands fuel. From Edmonton, only Linda 
Sloan and Don lveson, who form part of city 
council's left-wing contingent, replied. Sloan 
says she'd like to see more provincial control 
of the oilsands, but wouldn't call for a halt 
on development. lveson says the mayors 

are missing the point. “The notion of ‘dirty’ 
oil,” he says via e-mail, “implies that there's 
‘clean’ oil out there somewhere.” Which, of 
course, is not the case; we'd be better off 
looking for ways to kick our oil addiction 
entirely. They're both right, and that’s better 
than the response we received from Calgary 
calling it “ridiculous,” but it’s also not very 
helpful. Convincing the province to change 
the way oil is extracted will require pressure 
from both Albertans and consumer states. 
At least the mayors got people thinking. 
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The Alberta government's direct rent supple- 
ment program has ballooned once again.The 
Homelessness and Eviction Prevention fund 
is designed to fill the gap between “market 
fates” and 30 per cent of the renter’s income. 


| But without rent controls, landlords can 


raise rents as much as they want every year 
and simply say that the “market rate” has 
increased without having to provide any sort 
of proof or supporting evidence. So, no one 
should be surprised by the Calgary Herald's 
report that the fund has increased from $7 
million to $43.5 million since its inception a 
year ago. More to the point, as SEE reported 
in January, the system can lead to months of 
anxiety and insecurity for renters. Rents rise 
yearly, but there's no guarantee that people 
already receiving rent relief can get more. In- 
deed, if they are already receiving assistance, 
that can wind up working against them. 
Which means renters still face a renewed 
threat of homelessness with each new year. 


Just when Edmonton had abandoned the 
idea of building public amenities with pri- 
vate partners, the provincial government has 
gone a step further down the privatization 
path with a proposal to build a 20,000-per- 
son community with a public-private 
partnership (P3) for the Fort McMurray area. 
Areport commissioned by the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities says governments 
often use privatization as a way of appear- 
ing fiscally responsible, but costs are often 
increased in the long run. In others words, 
the projects only look good on paper. 

In the case of Fort McMurray, the 
provincial government is not only walking 
into a volatile financial situation, they are 
also taking away local control and design of 
communities. 

And what will happen once construction 
in the oilsands has peaked and the opera- 
tions employ far fewer people? Or, further 
into the future, when the oil runs out? 
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COMMENTARY « PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS |721 words 


The Importance Of Not Being Earnest 


ARMCHAIR ADVISOR SCOTT LINGLEY 
KEVIN TAFT HAD IDEAS, 
BUT THERE WAS NOTHING 
FASHIONABLE ABOUT HOW HE 
EXPRESSED THEM 





An early scene from Kevin Taft's 
political life is illustrative of the Lib- 
eral Party leader's four-year tenure 
and why, after a humbling defeat at 
the hands of Ed Stelmach last spring, 
Taft announced last week that he will 
step aside to allow someone else to 
guide his party into the next elec- 
tion. 

Around the time Taft was assum- 


course toward his communications 
degree from Athabasca University. 

Close examination of the paper 
showed that the great majority had 
been reproduced in its entirety from 
the Internet without citation of 
sources. 

In the midst of the tumult, Taft re- 
marked at the Leg, “The last couple 
of months here have been like living 
in a Doonesbury cartoon strip.” 

Even this might have been too 
brainy an allusion for a certain seg- 
ment of Alberta's electorate, but 
there’s plenty of proof besides that 
Taft, a former academic and policy 


gutted public spending on social pro- 
grams—even though Alberta's spend- 
ing had long been below the national 
average—while heavily subsidizing 
the public sector. Klein responded by 
calling Taft a communist. 

Four years later, Taft officially en- 
tered politics by winning the MLA 
seat for Edmonton Riverview, one of 
just seven provincial seats the Liber- 
als held at the time. 

When he took over as leader from 
Ken Nicol in 2004, the party's for- 
tunes immediately improved and 
Taft is often credited with the Liber- 
als’ surge to 17 seats in that election. 


Taft sided with the people on issues 
like controlling insurance rates and 
rents, protecting the environment, 
managing resources in a sustainable 
way and providing equal access to 
education and health care. But while 
Klein maintained the air of a man 
you could share a beer with—even 
after he claimed he’d quit drink- 
ing—Taft never successfully project- 
ed a human side to go along with his 
policy positions. 

In fact, despite Alberta’s clear 
preference for opportunistic, intel- 
lectually lazy politicians, Taft would 
write two more books during his 


islative page in March, 2006. Maybe 
instead of setting forth clear-headed 
analyses of public policy, the Liberal 
leader should have developed some 
unappetizing quirks to imbue his ex- 
cessively earnest public persona with 
a little “character.” 

That Taft should ultimately be laid 
low by a block of no-name margarine 
like Ed Stelmach is perhaps the final 
irony in his relatively brief career as 
Liberal leader and the reversion of 
Liberal seats back to pre-Taft levels a 
final, stinging nut-shot 

What's worse, the provincial PCs 
have scavenged planks from the Lib- 





THAT TAFT SHOULD ULTIMATELY BE LAID LOW BY A BLOCK OF NO-NAME MARGARINE LIKE ED STELMACH IS PERHAPS THE FINAL IRONY IN HIS RELATIVELY BRIEF 
CAREER AS LIBERAL LEADER AND THE REVERSION OF LIBERAL SEATS BACK TO PRE-TAFT LEVELS A FINAL, STINGING NUT-SHOT. 





ing the reins of the provincial Lib- 
eral Party in 2004, Premier Ralph 
Klein was creating the sort of inel- 
egant commotion upon which his 
legend is predicated. Having raised 
some umbrage by suggesting that 
Chileans kind of brought the whole 
brutal regime of Augusto Pinochet 
on themselves, Klein refused to apol- 
ogize and, as proof of his expertise 
in international affairs, pointed to a 
B-minus essay he had written for a 


analyst for the Alberta government, 
was out of step with prevailing politi- 
cal tastes in this province. 

The man who ran things couldn't 
be bothered to crack a book to write 
a university paper, while Taft had 
gained public prominence because of 
a book he’d written. When Shredding 
the Public Interest was published in 
1997, Taft was thrust into the pub- 
lic sphere for his criticism of how 
Klein's government scape-goated and 


Taft came off as articulate, principled 
and unafraid to call bullshit on the 
increasingly imperious, increasingly 
secretive Progressive Conservative 
government. 

But the flap over Klein's ostensible 
defence of Pinochet—invoked during 
a debate on insurance, no less—was 
just one instance of Taft's inability 
to turn the premier's frequent gaffes 
and nakedly unilateral governing 
style into political capital. 


tenure as leader: Clear Answers: The 
Economics and Politics of For-Profit 
Healthcare (with journalist Gillian 
Steward); and more recently De- 
mocracy Derailed, an analysis of the 
systematic erosion of accountability 
in Alberta politics. 

While both books were well re- 
viewed, neither got as much atten- 
tion as the copy of Liberal health 
care policy the increasingly erratic 
and cranky premier threw at a leg- 


eral platform, including the impend- 
ing elimination of health care premi- 
ums and improved environmental 
protection legislation 

No one ever said the man didn't 
have good ideas—there was just nev- 
er anything fashionable about the 
way he put them 

Taft said he plans to be done as 
Liberal leader by January 2009, but 
will continue to serve as MLA for 
Edmonton-Riverview. 
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Community workers even launched 
an unsuccessful $1-billion lawsuit 
against the company. Under pres- 
sure from investors, Talisman sold 
its stake in Sudan in 2003, two years 
before a peace accord ended the civil 
war. 


as it does in Canada. 

“They don't want the same atten- 
tion as they got in Sudan,” says Kam 
Sandhar, an industry analyst with 
Peters & Co. While Iraq could be a 
problematic investment, he believes 
the human rights issues present in 





UNDER PRESSURE FROM INVESTORS, TALISMAN SOLD ITS STAKE 
IN SUDAN IN 2003, TWO YEARS BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR ENDED. 





The company, however, isn’t con- 
cerned about running into the same 
problems in Iraq. Keyser says Talis- 
man will abide by the same human 
rights and environmental standards 


Sudan aren't really at stake in Kurd- 
istan. 

However, he warns that the volatile 
nature of the country could lead the 
federal government to ask for its cut 





of the oil money if the region starts 
producing. “There's still a little bit of 
unrest between the regional and the 
central government,” he says. 
Talisman’s investment came as 
a surprise to the industry. Just two 
months ago, the company decided 
to focus on developing its current 
reserves, particularly natural gas. 
However, it left open the possibility 
that it would explore for oil in areas 
where it wasn’t now operating. If all 
goes well, the company anticipates 
Iraq will become one of its core ar- 
eas of investment and the payoff 
could be huge. “In terms of geology 
and proven reserves, the potential is 
enormous,” says Sandhar. 
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Look To The Finns! 


THE EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 
EDMONTON 
r U B L f C | GUEST JORDAN SCHRODER again, both cities have metro popula- __ thing if you’re going downtown from 
| WHENITCOMESTOPLANNING tions exceeding two million people. _ the Fringe grounds, but what about 
; =" =a THE LRT, EDMONTON It might be more useful to look at the communities along the way?” 
| ’ ; | SHOULD TAKE A PAGE OUT OF the public transit systems in Oslo, We need a new plan that combines 
= | SCANDINAVIA’S NOTEBOOK Helsinki, and Stockholm, cities that aggressive public transportation with 
a aL are similar in size and climate to progressive land-use policies. Then 





CALL TO ARTISTS 
FIRE STATION NO. 5 


The Edmonton Arts Council, on behalf of the City of Edmonton, 
invites all Canadian and intemational artists to submit proposals 
for a public artwork at Fire Station No. 5. This open competition 
is held in accordance with the City of Edmonton policy “Percent 
for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in Public Areas” (C458B). 


Budget: $60,000 (maximum, all inclusive) 
Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM Friday, August 8, 2008 


Installation: Summer 2009 


An information package, including an entry form and terms cf 


the competition, can be downloaded from our website at: 


www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart 


For more information, contact the Edmonton Arts Council. 


EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 
808, 10310 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 2W4 


780-424-2787 


www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart 










“Am crazy, or is this 
festival too much fun?” 


Michael (he-probably-is-crazy) Green, One Yellow Rabbit Co-Artistic Director 








Editor's Note: Jordan Schroder is a 


| local public transit advocate. This 


| is the last column in a three-week 
| series on the LRT. For his expanded 
| thoughts on public transit in Edmon- 


ton, check out www.jamunion.net 


In this new era of increasingly scarce 
energy, environmentalism is as much 


| a function of economics as morality. 


The future is increasingly uncertain 
for cities that fail to provide alterna- 
tives to the personal automobile. 

But look around the world, arid 





you'll realize that it's not enough 
simply to have a mass transit system; 
how it’s built and where are equally 
important. 

Take Las Vegas, for instance. Their 


| monorail line is inconvenient, ex- 


pensive, and probably wouldn't ex- 
ist without government support. 
It's mired with debt, offers no links 
to their airport, downtown, or resi- 
dential areas, has dismally low rid- 
ership—and as a result, it faces an 





uncertain future. 

At the other end of the spectrum, 
Denver's LRT project added 19 miles 
of light rail ahead of schedule and 
under budget, which led to a 12-year, 
$6.2 billion plan to add six more 
lines. Portland's LRT and streetcar 


| systems are excellent as well. Then 


Edmonton. Twenty years ago, pub- 
lic transit ridership was dropping 
throughout Scandinavia, but now 
those cities enjoy farebox recovery 
rates of 50 to 80 per cent—more 
than double what ETS earns from 
its riders. Beyond higher fuel costs 
and subsidies, Norway, Finland, and 
Sweden got there by co-ordinat- 
ing regional, urban, and suburban 
services, reinforced by rigourous 
land-use controls. Deliberate policies 
made public transit work in those cit- 
ies, and we need to do the same. Let's 


not be too proud to model our sys- 
tem after cities that got it right—that 
invested in attractive facilities and 
vehicles, adopted technical innova- 
tions, contracted out services while 
keeping stringent service standards, 
and funded intensive public involve- 
ment and marketing efforts. Their 
experience shows that transportation 
corridors are natural focal points for 
cities and can be catalysts for higher 
quality of life. 

Edmonton city councillor Don Ive- 
son thinks the debate over west LRT 
is actually about the kind of system 
we're building. 

“The 87 Avenue and Fox Drive 
alignments represent a traditional, 


commuter approach with stations 
further apart,” he says. Not a bad 


we can begin a comprehensive and 
holistic public consultation process 
to mitigate the impacts. 

Let's give residents a firm one-year 
timeline to respond to various route 
options in their areas so that we 
can avoid endless debate on details 
down the road. If residents feel like 
they're part of the process, they'll be 
more likely to support these projects 
instead of resisting them because 
they were brought in at the eleventh 
hour. 

Some of my fellow planning geeks 





TWENTY YEARS AGO, PUBLIC TRANSIT RIDERSHIP WAS 
DROPPING THROUGHOUT SCANDINAVIA, BUT NOW THOSE CITIES ENJOY 
FAREBOX RECOVERY RATES OF 50 TO 80 PER CENT. 

THAT'S MORE THAN DOUBLE WHAT ETS EARNS FROM RIDERS. 





call that dithering, but I think it’s dili- 
gent. 

Knowing where we will build our 
LRT corridors and the communi- 
ties around them, and placing those 
plans in the context of how the whole 
system will operate in 30 years is of 
paramount importance. If we can 
integrate city planning of apartment 
buildings and other high-density 
developments along multiple LRT 
routes throughout Edmonton, an en- 
vironmentally sustainable future is 
possible in the capital region. 

On the other hand, if we continue 
our habit of rushing our long-over- 
due LRT projects, not only will we 
be wasting our investment, but we'll 
have squandered our future econom- 
ic success as well. 









MacEwan can help. 









Call (780) 497-4029 






Start in September. 





General Studies 
Call (780) 497-5653 


think Anead 


Can’t get into the program you want? 
We have two programs to point you in the rigt 


Preparation for University and Coll 


Improve your high school grades ¢ Fast track your way to @ 
a personalized plan for success * You may be eligible for fu 
high school equivalent courses in a college setting. 


MacEwan 


















/ SPECIAL — 


$50 (inc. 6st) 
1 Hour Massage 
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AIMEE MANN - WEAKERTHANS - CALEXICO 
SAM ROBERTS BAND - BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH 
BE GOOD TANYAS - BLUE RODEO 
CONOR OBERST - ANI DIFRANCO and more... 


July 24-27, 2008 % 
calgaryfolkfest.com 2 


Earn university- and college-level credit ¢ Choose from a range of liberal 
arts courses ¢ Work on program requirements ¢ Take optional high school 
equivalent courses. 


Start in September. 










FOLK MUSIC 


FoCrival 






Two programs, one purpose. Think 
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COMMENTARY - OILSANDS |759 words 


Greenpeace Versus 
Greenwash 


SLO-BLOG CRAIG ELLIOT 
” PUBLIC OPINION IS TURNING 
_ AGAINST STELMACH ON 
_ THE OILSANDS MESS, AND 
| IT’S ABOUT DARN TIME 





It's hard to say if it was the worst 
week of his life, but last week will 

_ probably go down as Ed Stelmach’s 
worst one so far as premier of Alber- 
ta. And for that, three cheers! 

The week had barely begun when 

_ the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
adopted a resolution that would 
curtail the use of dirty fuel in their 

_ municipalities’ vehicles and spe- 

_ cifically singled out the black gold 

; produced in Northern Alberta’s oil- 

sands. 

_ Of course, their insistence that 
only the least destructive greenhouse 
gas and other pollutant-producing 
gasoline available be used in their 
cities is a little rich coming from the 

_ mayors of the most oil-addicted na- 

" tion on the planet. 

It's also a completely symbolic ges- 
ture. There is no way today to track 
the ingredients of any particular tank 
of gas. 

Still, it's the thought that counts 
and it appears more and more people 
are coming around to the one that 
tells us we've only got one planet 

on which to live, so we'd better stop 
screwing with it. 

( Others, like Greenpeace, reached 

i that conclusion some time ago. 

The group is so sick and tired of 
those who are determined to extract 
their short-term profits at any cost— 

_ those willing to disregard, downplay, 
or flat-out lie about the large-scale 
environmental catastrophe we're 
racing towards, pedal to the metal, 





no touching the brakes. Check out 
the website Greenpeace put up last 
week, www.travellingalberta.com. It’s 
set up to look like a travel brochure, 
promising wake-up calls from the 
propane cannons that keep the birds 
out of the toxic lakes and showing 
kids playing on a pollutant-smeared 
beach while Mom gets a tar facial 
and Dad reels in something covered 
in black goo. 

“Disgusting” was how the dis- 
traught premier described the “mis- 
information” the group put forward 
Of course, one person's misinforma- 
tion is another's painfully obvious 
truth. 

In another bit of bad news for 
Stelmach, in anticipation of the 
meeting of the Western Governors’ 
Association this week in Wyoming, 
a coalition of Canadian and Ameri- 
can environmental groups pooled 
their money and plunked it down on 
a full-page ad in Wyoming's biggest 
newspaper, the Casper Star-Tribune, 
dubbing the sands “the most envi- 
ronmentally destructive project on 
Earth.” 

That's a tough one to argue against. 
You'd have to name a project that 
will scrape up and discarde a spread 
of boreal forest (read: carbon sink) 
bigger than Florida, devours natural 
resources such as water and natu- 
ral gas like I eat potato chips, then 
spits them out again in the form of 
toxic sludge that, if it doesn’t kill the 
wildlife outright, disrupts every 
other aspect of their lives quite 
thoroughly. 

See what poor Ed is up against? 

As part of the plan to counter such 
claims and set the record straight, so 
to speak, Alberta has undertaken a 
$25-million “greenwash” campaign 
for the oilsands shithole. 

And so, Stelmach, Ted Morton (his 
“right-hand man” of sorts) and Sas- 
katchewan's new premier Brad Wall 
went down to Wyoming to meet with 
the WGA. 


Of course, those guys are a pretty 
easily convinced lot, especially when 


the shithole is somebody else's envi- 
ronmental catastrophe. If anything, 
they want the oilsands developed 
faster! 

Not everyone is likely to be quite so 
easy to convince, however, which is 
where the $25 million comes in 

Now, if you think $25 million is 
a lot of money... well, it’s a bargain 
compared to how much it'll cost to 
clean that mess up. Have | men- 
tioned we're talking about land the 
size of Florida? 

By way of gaining a little perspec 
tive, let’s take a look at the Sydney 
Tar Ponds 

The ponds formed on an industrial 
site near Cape Breton, Nova Scotia 
that manufactured steel and burned 
coal in giant coke ovens for a cen- 
tury. 

It underwrote the local economy, 
so the pollution was tolerated. None 
of the stakeholders, as we would call 
them if they were around today, did 
much to upgrade the technologies at 
the plant. 

As far as sticking around to help 


with the clean-up after the money 
was made and the plant decommis- 
sioned, they didn’t do that either. 

And so, when orange goo began 
seeping into people's basements | 
and residents began complaining of | 
headaches, nausea and respiratory 
problems, government was once 
again saddled with the health care 
burden, not to mention the logistical 
nightmares and outrageous cost of 
cleaning the site up. | 

After an excruciatingly long period 
of inaction, $400 million was bud- | 
geted for the clean-up. That's for a 
site that covers roughly 31 hectares. | 

For comparison’s sake, the tailings 
ponds in Northern Alberta cover | 
about 4,856 hectares. They're still 
growing. 

Do the math, then go and 
do something that'll make this 
week an even crappier one for 
the premier. 
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IT 4 THERE SHOULD BE NO 
REST. 


WASTE COMING FROM 


AURANTS. THEY HAVE NO 
COUCHES TO THROW OUT. ONLY FOOD. 


—THE SIERRA CLUB'S ROD MUIR 





ECO-FRIENDLINESS - 100 MILE RESTAURANTS - BY BENEDICTE MARTIN 73 was 


Go Green Or Go Home 


” 


It's All About | Marius de Boer of Four Whistle Farms takes pride in supplying local eateries with cuts of organic meat. PHOTO BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH 





Never mind weather-stripping and 
smart cars: reducing your carbon 
footprint can be easy as going to a 
restaurant that serves the right to- 


matoes. A handful of Edmonton res- 
taurants are increasingly featuring 
locally-grown food on their menus, 


and that makes Mother Nature 


smile—because going local can also 
mean going green. 

Though food waste isn't quite as 
harmful as all those cancer-causing 
plastics, billions of pounds of res- 
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taurant waste are needlessly dumped 
into landfills each year. According to 
the Sierra Club's Rod Muir, 80 per 
cent of this waste is recyclable food 
scraps. “There should be no waste 
coming from restaurants,” he says. 
“They have no couches to throw out 
Only food.” 

At the popular Highlands restau- 
rant Bacon, serving local foods is key 
to minimizing waste. Owner Julianna 
Mimande explains that she speaks 
with local suppliers several times 
each week, then concocts specials 
for her menu around which meats 
and produce happen to be available. 
“If farmers have too many carrots, 
it’s the perfect time for a carrot spe- 
cial,” she says. “It’s all about being 
flexible.” 

Mimande also reduces waste by 
limiting ingredients. While typical 
restaurants work with more than 
100 regular ingredients, Mimande 
uses about 30 ingredients in multiple 
dishes. “If they don't sell enough of 
their fresh basil dish, the basil goes 
bad,” she explains. She reuses ingre- 
dients in innovative ways to avoid 
overshopping and squandering. “It’s 
important to be malleable and work 
with what you have,” she explains. 

Marius de Boer of Four Whistle 
Farm agrees that restaurants must 
be willing to adjust their menus for 
what local producers can supply, 
which sometimes means accepting 
alternate cuts of meat. “We try to 


gear our meat selection to each res- 
taurant,” de Boer says. “But we can't 
just grow a new type of beef. It’s not 
the same as with vegetables.” 

Serving local foods also sustains 
and supports _ local 
“Farmers have to be confident they 
have a market,” Mimande says. “In 
the long term, selling meat and veg- 
etables is better for the environment 
than selling corn for fuel or leasing 
land to oil companies.” 

It's also easier for restaurants to 


agriculture. 


monitor farming practices when 
they buy locally. And in a world of 
massive salmonella outbreaks (most 
recently in tomatoes) that's impor- 
tant. Zana Murray, chef at Culina, 
makes a point of familiarizing her- 
self with the ethical practices of the 
producers she buys from. “We get a 
sense of security from our relation- 
ship,” she says. 

Buying food produced in Millet in- 
stead of Mexico means less carbon 
dioxide gets emitted in transporta- 
tion, Chef Kevin Lendrum says that’s 
the main reason II Portico sells local 
food. And in the midst of an oil cri- 
sis, Mimande calls it “obnoxious” to 
have food travel. 

But going local isn’t always the 
greenest approach. 

“In the middle of winter, growing 
local foods requires heat and artifi- 
cial lighting,” Mark Brostrom from 
the City of Edmonton's Office of the 
Environment points out. “It might be 





better for the environment to have it 
shipped in.” 

And although eating at restaurants 
that serve local foods can be great 
for the environment, it can be a little 
harder on the pocketbook. “Smaller 
farms need to charge more to create 
a profit,” explains Ariana Gruene- 
berg of Ariana’s Farm Fresh Fowls 
“Farms with thousands of acres don't 
have to sell for as much because they 
have so much to sell.” 

And for some restaurants, it’s sim- 
ply too expensive to offer local foods 
“It makes no economic sense unless 
you're a very high end restaurant 
that’s able to charge much more,’ 
says Ken Knight, chef at the Blue 
Plate Diner. 

But despite the price increase, Soul 
Soup chef Carla Alexander credits 
her business success largely to go- 
ing local. “I believe the business is 
still open today because we support 


i 


locally grown producers,” she says. 


“Every day, more people become 
aware of what they're putting into 
their bodies,” 

Mimande also feels that serving 
local food has brought her more 
business. “We weren't just another 


restaurant opening up. People knew | 


and appreciated our philosophy.” 
“The more local farmers are sup- 


ported, the more their prices will | 
come down,” Zana Murray points — 


out. And that’s good news for every 
one. 
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my_0oo 
_ Catriona Stewart | cafe Captain 
BY CHRIS LEWIS 


My Look: Someone once described me as “the girl who looks like a pirate,” and I'm okay with 
that. 

Hair: | get it done by Saen from Do or Dye. 

Wearing: | got the boots from Gravity Pope, they're made by Cydwok. | don't even remember 
Where | got the pants from. And the t-shirt is from Bang-On. 

Into: I'm big on wine, Lately I've been particulatly into old Zinfandels. I'm also one of those 
People who loves what they studied in school—! graduated from psychology—and keep up 
On my reading. | just read DSM IV Case Studies—it's a diagnostics manual. | also just picked up 
Aldous Huxley's Doors of Perception. 
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T5minutes 


How many years did you spend at SEE? 
Just over seven years, five and change as 
managing editor. 


So why leave SEE now? Why not try 
making it an even decade? 

Well, summer is coming, and | thought it 
might be good to get outside while | have 
the chance. As an indoor person, I’m used 
to being a little on the pale side, but I've 
developed that strange, luminous grayness 
that you normally associate with creatures 
who live in the dark, and | think | should 


probably try and reverse that. And there's 
the younger generation out there, full of 
fresh ideas and yearning for an opportunity 
to express ther in the pages of the maga- 
zine, and | say, “What place is it of mine to 
stand in their way?” 


So are you saying that you’re tired and 
full of nothing but stale ideas? 

No, but | think they'd be better expressed 
in a new field. I'm considering going into 
the snack-food industry. | have a bunch of 
really good ideas there that nobody has 


Kevin Wilson | Departing SEE Managing Editor 
PHOTO BY MICHAEL TRAVERS 
Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY PAUL MATWYCHUK 


investigated yet. 


Do you look back at the last seven years 
of SEE and feel like you’ve put a “Kevin 
Wilson stamp” on it? 

Hmmm. Gee, | wish you hadn't asked me 
that, because now I'm depressed. What the 
hell have | contributed to the paper? Let’s 
see.... t already came with page numbers... 
We always put a picture on the cover, so 
that’s not new either... Wow, | think the 
whole last seven years have been a sham. 


You're being flip, but do you think a 
time is coming when it’tl hit you and 
you'll start feeling sentimental about 
leaving? Maybe on Monday, when you 
don’t have to come into the office? Or 
Thursday, when the first issue comes 
out without you? 

Yeah, | think that lack of nostalgia is kind 
of a function of doing a weekly paper—you 
never have time to think about what you've 
done in the past, because the next issue 
always has to be taken care of. | think I'm 
going to pick up future issues of SEE and 





read the work of my colleagues and see the 
changes they make and watch them grow, 
and I'm going to sob and think, “I knew 
them when!” But here's the thing: none of 
us is irreplaceable. | embrace change, and 
that includes change that takes place in 
my absence. 


Do you have any advice for your succes- 
sor? 

Stay loose. Roll with the punches. Wow, 
how many clichés can | pack in here? 








| EVELINECHARLES’ 
ACADEMY 


| 780.409.0222 TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT 
10205 - 101st. 3RD LEVEL City Centre Mall East 





Na = 
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Drink White Before Labour Day! 


GERMAN RIESLINGS PAIR 
WELL WITH SUMMER FOOD, 
BUT GROW BEST IN COOLER 
CLIMATES 
First thing first: say the name right 
Riesling is pronounced “reese-ling,” 
not “reez-ling” or “rize-ling.” 

Riesling is a paradoxical grape. Its 
reputation has been tarnished over 
the last few decades due to the pro- 
liferation of cheap, tooth-furringly 
sweet plonk; in addition, many New 
World producers affixed the name 
“Riesling” to a range of other, low- 
quality varieties, 

Cheap Riesling is often unfortu- 
nately used as an introductory grape 
to wean the soda pop crowd into 
serious wine-drinking, yet the good 
stuff occupies a hallowed place in the 
roster of great wines; connoisseurs 
laud its ability to transmit terroir 
and its long-term aging capability 
(more impressive when you consider 
that most whites are best consumed 
within two years of being made) 

Germany, the motherland of Ries- 
ling, has a rich, centuries-old history. 
It produces Rieslings of all styles 
and quality levels, from the lowliest 
Liebfraumilch (code for “cheap 'n’ 
sweet”) to the highest Trockenbeer- 
enauslese. (Try saying that five times 
fast.) The majority of German Ries- 
lings contain some degree of residual 
sugar, which in good wines is natural 
and offset by the grapes’ zesty acidity 





2006 
RIESLING 


iegnis Gate WINE 
BAM E ONTARIE 


There are also layers upon layers of 
aromas and flavours, the most com- 
mon being apples, stone fruits, flow- 
ers, and citrus—especially grapefruit 
Petrol (which is just a fancy way of 
describing the aroma of rubber boots 
and other petroleum products) is also 
common and is especially prominent 
in older Rieslings, which can smell 
positively gasoline-like 

German wine labels rank among 
the most difficult to decipher, unless 
you speak the language and/or aren't 
intimidated by words as long as your 
arm. However, the word “Riesling” 
always appears on the label if it’s in 
the bottle, so if you can spot that 


you're halfway there. After that, ig- 





nore everything else and look for the 


following terms: “Trocken” signifies 
adry wine, 


“Spatlese” 


“Kabinett” means off-dry, 
half-sweet, and 


Note that 


means 


“Auslese” is quite sweet 





It’s “Reese-ling”, Not “Rize-ling” | Those Germans can get alittle fussy with pronunciation. PHOTO BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY 





these designations have nothing to 


do with quality, only sugar content 
Perhaps unsurprisingly given their 
affection for sweetness, Germans 
make fantastic dessert wines. Some 
are late harvest (Beerenauslese), oth 
ers are the result of botrytis/noble 
rot (Trockenbeerenauslese), and still 
others are made from frozen grapes 
(€iswein, or “ice wine”—and the Ger- 
mans, not Canadians, get credit for 
inventing it) 

Jump across the border from Ger- 
many and you'll find Alsace. Though 
it lies very close to Germany, the 
Rieslings that get made here are usu- 
ally very different in style; while aro- 
matic and perfumed, they are also 
typically bone-dry. The exceptions 
are Alsace’s rare, expensive dessert 
wines: Vendange-Tardive, made from 
late harvest grapes, and Sélection de 


Grains Nobles, made from grapes af- 








50 BUCK - BY GREG HUDSON | 456 woros 


In Search Of Pants 


THIS WEEK'S SO BUCKER SEEKS 
OUT THE PERFECT PAIR OF 
CHEAP JEANS AND PLAYS LADY 
LUCK WITH THE LEFTOVERS 





If you're not careful, pants can be- 
come like an old recluse’s apart- 
ment, 

By that I mean they become the 
kind of place owned by an old lady 
who, overweight and forgotten, fills 
it with the debris of her slow, sad life. 
She lets bills pile up and colonize ev- 
ery table space and boxed products 
from the shopping network stack like 
Tetris pieces that never disappear, no 
matter how solid a wall they make. 
And she never notices, because 
it's a steady, subtle accumu- 
lation, like her cellulite or 
her heartache. 

And, like I say, your 
pants can get like that 
too. If you're a little 
on the poor side, like 
me, you tend to wear the 
clothes you have. They're com- 
fortable, they fit, they look good. Or 
do they? I thought go-to jeans were 
still healthy, But that’s the rationale 
of the shut-in. Having stayed in the 





house, she has no context, and that's 
what it takes to know if something 
is fab or drab. This is true whether 
you're talking about home dé 
cor, pants, or relationships 
My pants needed to go 
Or barring that, they at 
least needed -a- break 
Being the only pair | 
had, they needed a sub- 
stitute, someone to step 
in when they got tired who 
could help win the big game 
And don't think that hipsterdom, 
with its ratty, tight, or faded pants, 
saves you from this phenomenon. 
Old pants.are old pants. 

So; armed with my father's 
credit-card, I go in search 
_ ef the New Pair of Jeans. 
I don’t usually shop 
| at American €agle—I 

think because, although 
I'm in university, [I’m 
not in “college.” But, 
begrudgingly, they were 
there. Solid. New. And a size 
smaller than 1 was expecting (oh, 
vanity), all for—what's this—under 
50 bucks? $45! And they weren't 
even on the sale rack. 
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With that price tag I even have 
money left over to order something 
from the Home Shopping Network. 

Actually, with the remain- 

ing three or four dollars, I 
might suggest a small in- 
vestment: I have noth- 

ing but circumstantial 

evidence to -back:-this, 


sense to me. I-buy some 
Indiana Jones Scratch and 
Win lotto tickets. You can't 
lose. é 

I'm thinking that because they 
are clearly only out for a limited 
time, there are:proportionately more 
winning Indy cards than any other 
brand. Since they’ve come out, I’ve 
bought two. And I’m now eight dol- 
lars richer. Well, if you factor in the 
three dollars each one cost, then I’m 
two dollars richer... but that’s still a 
profit! Percentage-wise, that’s a bet- 
ter return than most stocks. I’m tell- 
ing you, go with Indy. Stay away from 

the movie, but buy the lotto tickets. 
Wanna try it? 
Send your idea jor 50Buck to 
stories @see.greatwest.ca. 


up, but it seems to make 


fected by botrytis 

On the other side of Germany is 
Austria, another Old World country 
with a great climate for Riesling 
These wines tend to be dry and more 
full-bodied than their German cous 
ins, with very concentrated aromas 
and flavours. The best ones come 


from the Wachau region 


Moving into the New World, it 
should come as no surprise that Aus 
tralia, being the behemoth wine-pro 


ducing nation that it is, has the larg 
est vineyard area devoted to Riesling 
Since this variety tends to fare better 
in cooler climates, the best examples 
come from the Clare and Eden! Val 
leys. I often find traces of lime in 
Australian Riesling, along with some 
minerals, good acidity, and a dry (but 
not bone-dry) palate 

Though New Zealand's Sauvignon 
Blanc and Chardonnay are far more 
significant to that country’s wine 
output than Riesling, the grape does 
grow fairly well here. I’m especially 
fond of those from the Canterbury 
region, which couple some residual 
sugar with fantastic aromatics and 
great acidity, making for some emi- 
nently quaffable wines 

Last but certainly not least, Ries- 
ling has found a welcome home in 
Canada. The vine is quite hardy and 
capable of bearing the brunt of our 


frigid winters (which is more than 
I can say for myself). The Niagara 
region tends to produce better qual- 
ity Rieslings than the Okanagan, as 
the latter is simply too warm and the 
grapes lose that edge of zesty acid 
ity that makes them so appealing 
the classic 


Niagara Rieslings have 


aromas of 
al 
levels 


Riesling pairs very well with many 


flowers, citrus, and petrol 


2 with a wide range of sweetness 





types of food, thanks in large part 
to its high level of acidity. The dri- 
er versions pair well with summer 
fare—everything from grilled vegeta 
bles and salads to seafood and bar 
orks well with 


duck, 


goose, paté; and even fried chicken 


also we 


becued pork. It 
greasy and fatty foods, like 
Appetizers of all kinds, from the in 
formal cheese-and-cracker plate to 
the most elaborate antipasto plat 
ter, can be enhanced by a nice cold 
glass of Riesling. If you like some 
heat, the sweeter versions stand up 
to spicy fare; try a German Auslese 
with Thai stirfry or a Spatlese with 
Indian curry. 

Finally, Riesling also works well 
with other Asian cuisines, particu- 
larly the range of opposing flavours 
in Chinese dishes. At last: a wine to 
pair with sweet and sour pork 
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CITY LIVIN TOP 10 | 902 words 


Why Go Camping? 





MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

OUR TIRELESS CITY LOVER 
REMINDS YOU OF PLENTY OF 
GREAT HAPPENINGS WORTH 
STICKING AROUND TOWN FOR 





It's kind of funny that a lot of people 
choose this time of year to get out of 
Edmonton for vacation, when it’s ac- 
; tually the best time to stick around. 
I've compiled a list of things | like 


about Edmonton, jewel of Central 
Alberta, to remind myself how much 
I enjoy it here. I'll be referring to it 
again later in the year, when I’m ab- 
solutely sure once again that I hate it. 
Here's the Edmonton Top 10: Canada 
Day Edition. 


(1) The Bizarre, Unsavoury 
Majesty of Pig: A Back Door 
Peep Show 

It would have taken a lot to lure most 
people into the dank concrete base- 
ment of Chez Pierre, the notorious 
’70s-vintage adult entertainment em- 
porium, on a lovely summer night, 
but a capacity crowd was down there 
willingly for Cowboy Opera's de- 
mented post-tasteful-rock-burlesqu- 


era, especially with Jesse Gervais 
stalking around outside dressed as a 
malevolent spectral pimp with a hole 
in the crotch of his pants. 

One minute it was sexy dames 
(and one guy) in matching garters, 
fur-trimmed titties and frumpy wigs 
bumping and grinding to the louche 
mini-orchestra, next thing you know 
there's singing, spanking, German 
accents, crotch sparks, bacon pas- 
ties, scalded vagina hand puppets, 
religious slurs of all types, hilarious 
dismemberment, and lots of bum- 
flesh. Most remarkably, it felt like 
everyone present was in on mak- 
ing it a good time. I hope the troupe 
works on their arterial spray for the 
production's next iteration. 





"Comedian Roman Danylo 


is outstanding..." 


- VANCOUVER WESTENDER 


"He's a comic gem...” 
- CBC 24urs. 


a BY-Ta yd (ome (-1(¢] 1] «poe 
-THE WinwiPeG SUN 


“Danylo proved he 
belongs with the 
country’s best.” 

- NOW MAGAZINE 


ROMANDANYLO. COM 
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JULY 11th. 





(2) Fili-Stix 

Walking through the kettle popcorn 
breeze outside the Strathcona Farm- 
ers Market on the weekend, I no- 
ticed a little trailer distributing tangy 
kebabs made with the finest quality 
organic, locally produced pork from 
Trowlesworthy Farms. That sounded 
like a good deal for five bucks. I’m 
seriously considering following them 
around for the rest of the summer. 


(3) Catfish Coffee Roasters 

I've been persuaded by coffee snobs 
that purchases of fresh roasted cof- 
fee beans (organic and fairly traded, 
of course) in smaller portions makes 
for better java, so this weekend found 
me at Catfish Coffee Roasters’ table 
in the farmer's market. 

Lusually pick up half a pound ($6) 
of Café A Go Go, their medium roast, 
but this week I decided to try Brew 
Ha Ha, their mild roast, because cof- 
fee snobs have also persuaded me 
that dark roasting obliterates the 
subtler flavour distinctions between 
different coffees. The resulting joe 
is so smooth and flavourful, I don’t 
even need to adulterate it with mill 
Coffee snobs, I now await further in- 
structions. 


(4) Ben Sures’ Junkture 

At The Works In Churchill 
Square 

So I'm walking through Churchill 
Square and I notice part-tinie Ed- 
montonian/singer-songwriter Ben 
Sures—“Hey, Ben” —dwarfed (there's 
a trick) by three towers of metal junk 
capped with bicycle rims with things 
dangling from them, and Ben's hit- 
ting the various parts of the tower 
with timpani mallets and running 
the clanks and clatters through ef- 
fects pedals. A CBC cameraperson 
and CFRN’s Graham Neil look on in 
wonder. 


(5) Regina's Library Voices 
..all 10 of them, crammed onto the 
Velvet Underground stage on Friday 
night racketing their way tunefully 
through Talking Heads’ “This Must 
Be the Place.” Just when you feel like 
you're all used up and it's time to go, 
some music gets under your skin and 
changes your mind. 


(6) Playing Softball Outside 
Until 10:30 At Night 

Long Alberta summer evenings, 
where dusk hangs in the sky indefi- 


nitely, are the greatest compensation 
for long Alberta winter nights. 


(7) Hair Of The Dog 

Don't matter if it’s a-rainin’ like hell 
or a-shinin’ like the heating coil on 
an Easy-Bake Oven, The Black Dog 
presents the same dim, cave-like 
atmosphere every Saturday after- 
noon, when a local or touring musi- 
cian accompanies the crowd as they 
ease out of their hangovers and back 
into mild inebriation. This week, a 
fair crowd of friendlies gathered to 
welcome €-ville ex-pat Shuyler Jan- 
sen back to town. He, in exchange, 
gave them a lovely rendition of Neil 
Young's “Powderfinger” on 12-string 
and they all drank along. 


(8) Gossip 

Going to the Dog also reminded me of 
something that helps Edmonton con- 
tinue to feel like a small town even as 
the cost of living here ascends to big 
city levels: we sure love to tall about 
each other around here, and some of 
us are so comfortable with our roles 
in the dissemination of other people's 
business that we don’t even say hello 
sometimes, we just start right in with 
the latest hearsay, barely mindful of 
how accurate it might be. Edmonton: 
City of Grannies 


(9) Illegal Summer Scents 

One thing | really like about wander- 
ing the backstreets of Edmonton is 
how often your nostrils can catch a 
waft of pot smoke borne on a gentle 
summer zephyr at just about any 
time of the day from some balcony, 
passing car, or source unknown. 
Maybe in individual cases it repre- 
sents serious substance abuse issues, 
but on a philosophical level the no- 
tion that people of all stripes and 
social strata across our big, smart, 
bustling city are taking a moment 
to free the weed for all of us makes 
post-industrial urban alienation that 
much easier to take. 


(10) Barbecue! 

This may or may not be related to 
Item 9, but the Little Flower Open 
Stage (Wednesday nights at Fiddler's 
Roost) is hosting a 10th Anniver- 
sary BBQ at the Rossdale Commu- 
nity Hall (10135-96 Ave) on Sunday, 
July 6 starting at 3 p.m. I don’t know 
about you, but I’m down with any 
musical event that's free to attend but 
requires you to bring a lawn chair. 
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DINING - VIETNAMESE: BY SCOTT LINGLEY |242 words 


Knee Deep In Wok 


LING WOK OF FERS COMFORT- 
ABLY MIDDLING VIETNAMESE 
CUISINE WHILE STIRRING UP 
FOND KLAATU MEMORIES 





LING WOK RESTAURANT 
7908-104 St., 448-0288 





No thanks to my three older sisters, 
the sound of '70s schmaltz-rock 
classics by bands whose names 
time has forgotten transports me to 
a wood-paneled rec room in south- 
western Ontario with the ugliest yel- 
low, brown, and orange psychedelic 
carpet (thankfully so elaborate that 
it hid all the scars of my furtive flir- 
tations with pyromania), the ham- 
steriest hamster smell, and a shoddy 
variable-speed turntable that hosted 
an endless procession of K-Tel al- 
bums and 45s by artists like Air Sup- 
ply, Randy Van Warmer, and 10cc. 
Their bland, unthreatening and oft- 
heartbroken songs developed in me a 
unshakable affinity for abrasive mu- 
sic, but perhaps none more than the 
music of Klaatu, the Canadian band 
who gave the Carpenters “Calling 
Occupants of Interplanetary Craft” 
and whose renown in my basement 
hung on a quasi-hit single called 
“Knee Deep in Love.” 

I mention all this only because Ling 
Wok Restaurant's all-pabulum satel- 
lite radio feed reacquainted me with 
this long-banished memory (“Hello 
sweet Joan, so glad you're home/Just 
called to say goodbye/I’m leaving 
town, I’m bent and bound/Don't try 
to change my mind/You ask me why 
I'm leaving/But we both know the 


reason/You're knee deep in love...”). 
But that's not all! Throw in top hits 
by Johnny Rivers (“Slow Dancin’”)! 
Christopher Cross (“Theme From 
Arthur”) and Seals & Crofts (“Sum- 
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Comfort Food And Music | While the food at Ling Wok s reliable, the nostalgic playlist on their radio may entice you mare. 


PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


mer Breeze”)! Now how much would 
you pay? 

At Ling Wok, not very much. The 
unfancy little restaurant just south 
of Whyte Avenue, like its music 
of choice, is also a repository of 
memories, stretching back to when 
it used to house New Asian Village. 
Only in the last few years were the 
temple-shaped wall insets rounded 
off to look less Hindu. There was a 
little Moroccan place in there for a 
while (and where are all the Moroc- 
can places now?), which gave way 
to a procession of Southeast Asian 
cuisine outlets, most notably Bach 
Dang, a reliably average Vietnam- 
ese place. In the past year, though, it 
would be fair to say that Bach Dang 
declined from even that standard 

Its transformation into Ling Wok 
has improved matters somewhat. 
The menu has grown to include 
more Chinese dishes, as well as a 
more extensive vegetarian selection, 
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10922 88th Avenue 





and the service aims to please. I'd go 
so far as to say that Ling Wok pretty 
much picks up Bach Dang’s fair- 
to-middlin’ standards right across 
the board, which makes it a decent 
enough place for lunch a quick bite 
before a movie or show. 

Our voyage into Ling Wok’s menu 
(cue the Klaatu) started with a re- 
quest for the best soup on the menu. 
My server recommended a Vietnam- 


ese variant of hot and sour ($3.50), 
to which | added half an order each 
of spring and salad rolls ($3). The 
hot and sour soup was definitely dif- 
ferent from the Chinese variety—for 
one thing, the broth was clear, so you 
could see the abundance of sprouts, 
green onions, red chili flakes, and the 
few slips of meat swimming within 
it. It was more sweet than sour, but 
with a complementary salty snap 
and a bracing dose of heat. But even 
with the crispy spring rolls and soft, 
shrimp-stuffed salad rolls, | still felt 
like the meal wasn’t over. 

1 asked the server for another sug- 
gestion—something spicy with meat 
and veggies over rice. She pointed 
to the sizzling Beef and veggies with 
black bean sauce (9.50). I said okay. 
And it was okay. The skillet it came 
on was definitely sizzling and heaped 
with slices of well-cornstarched beef, 
lots of greens (including peppers, 
broccoli, gai lan, and bok choy) and 
lots of black bean sauce. It wasn't 
especially spicy, but that's what the 
bottles of hot sauce are on the table 
for. 

I concluded the meal with a Viet- 
namese iced coffee ($2.99) that 
seemed to suffer from being poured 
through a poorly assembled filter so 
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the water passed through too quickly 
and brought a lot of espresso-ground 
dark roast with it 

I went back once more to soak up 
more super sounds of the '70s and 
try one of their lunch combos, the 
frequent recourse of the lunchtime 
or solo diner. This time, $9.95 got 
me little bowl of wonton soup (that 
nonetheless held a lot of shrimp and 
pork wontons), crisp, candy-like gin 
ger beef, the same mixed vegetables 
and egg-fried rice. It was definitely a 
cut above mall-kiosk Chinese food—I 
especially liked the way the fried 
rice was lightened with fluffy orts of 
whipped egg—and the portion was 
generous. Diabetics should give Ling 
Wok’s iced tea a wide berth. 

My co-diner on this occasion 
was assured by his bowl of vermi- 
celli with BBQ beef and spring rolls 
($6.95) that Ling Wok had re-at- 
tained prelapsarian levels of adequa- 
cy and that he could safely re-add it 
to his list of wholly acceptable take- 
out options. It seems the stream of 
soft-rock hits issuing from the radio 


feed isn’t the only source of familiar, 
comforting mediocrity at Ling Wok. 























DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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Lollipop, 

Lil Wayne 

2 \Kissed A Girl, 
Katy Perry 
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Authentic } ; 
East Indian Cuisine 





EDMONTON 
LOCATIONS 






Tours 

Scotland Tour 

Across South America 
Thailand Beachcomber 
Whitsunday Sailing 


5 days 


10 days 


3 days 






9250 34th Ave. 
10015 82nd Ave. 


| 170th St. & Stony Plain Rd 
(Mayfield Common) 


‘says $339 
49 days $1 649 


$712 
$218 







Airfares 
London 
Lima 
Bangkok 
Sydney 


Ask about our Bon Voyage Travel Insurance! 
Best rates out there. 


Subject to terms and conditions. Prices are based on return deptartures, may vary depending on departure dates, eligibility and 


exchange rates. Prices exclude taxes and fees. Please ask us for more details. 


8103 - 104 St 
U of A- HUB Mall 


439 - 3096 (open Sat) 
492-2756 


™S ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
2 COMPANY 


1-888-238-2887 www.theadventuretravelcompany.com 


$k Fun Run 6 Walk 


Sunday July 6th, 


At Rundle 
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| THECARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Artists and 


| CAFE SELECT SOUTH, 109 ST. & 84 AVE. Business networking 





| EVERY MONTH, 5:30-9 PM. THE FACULTY CLUB, 11435 SASK 


| ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE. A Informative monthly 


| #202, 8627 RUE MARIE-ANNE GABOURY. Info: Godfrey, 


| ERY MONTH, 8 PM. SEP-MAY, PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 


iF 


THE CARROT ARTS MARKET EVERY SAT, 10 AM-2 PM. 


artisans from the community and beyond share unique | 
Sifts, crafts, and artwork. Info: www.thecarrot.ca. 

ON SAFARIJULY 7, 6:30 PM. VALLEY ZOO, Major annual 
fundraiser for the Valley Zoo Development Society. All funds 
raised by the event go towards new and ongoing projects at 
the Valley Zoo. Tickets: $75 at gift shop or 496-6924. 


‘ACOA EVERY MON, INCLUDING HOLIDAYS, 7:30 PM. BSMT, 
BRAESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, #6 BERNARD DR., ST. 
ALBERT, CORNER OF BISHOP ST. & SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
AVE. USE NORTH ENTRANCE. Twelve-step support program 
for adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families. 
ALBERTA ENTREPRENEURS ASSOCIATION 3RD TUE 


DR. Pre-register at www.aea.ab.ca. 

CINE-CLUB D'EDMONTON IST MON EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. 
AUDITORIUM DU CAMPUS SAINT-JEAN, U OF A Donations 
accepted at the door. 

COUNCIL OF CANADIANS MAY 2, 7PM. GRANDIN GREEN 
CO-OP BUILDING, 9708-110 ST. Annual General meeting. 
Sean Curry from the Canadian Peace Congress will speak 
of his experiences at the International Peace Conference in 
Venezuela. Info: 429-4500. 

EDMONTON NATURE CLUB MONTHLY MEETINGS, ROYAL | 


meetings with guest speakers. Info: Mark, 430-7134 or 
Mreine@itelusplanet.net. 

FORWARD THINKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB TUE, 7PM. 
STRATHCONA COUNTY BUILDING, 2001 SHERWOOD DRIVE, — | 
SHERWOOD PARK. Build self-confidence and communica- 





| tions skills Info: 922-3835. 


FRENCH CONVERSATION THU, ALLIANCE FRANCAISE, 


469-0399. . 
HIP MAMAS MEET-UP Young mothers andtheirbables | 
meet several times a week. Free tojoin, plenty offriendsto | 
be made. Info: hipmama.meetup.com/151/. 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 8 
PM. WOODY'S, 2ND FL, 11723 JASPER AVE. Cross-dressers, 


| transsexuals, friends, and supporters meet. Info: 387-3343 or | 


groups. yahoo.com/group/edmonton illusions. 
IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB 2ND AND 4TH THU EV- 


HALL, 10860-57 AVE. Presentations, speakers, workshops, 
outings, monthly and year-end competitions. Photographic | 
enthusiasts of all levels welcome. Info: www.imagesab.com 
or Sheila, 469-9776; Mufty, 452-6224, 

INNOVATORS’ NETWORKING CLUB TUE, 11:30 AM-1 PM. 


group, mixer, and club membership drive. Info: Dwayne, 
463-6240 or dwaynebh@bhaken.ca. 
MKP MENS GROUP EVERY MON, 7 PM. Men's meeting. Info: 


| www.mkp.org or Garrett, 452-5107. 
| N'ORATORS TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED, 7-8:45PM. 


LONDONDERRY PUBLIC LIBRARY, LONDONDERRY MALL, 137 
AVE & 66 ST, Leam to speak clearly and with confidence ina 
supportive group. Info: www.norators.com. 

NORWOOD TOASTMASTERS CLUB THU, 8-I0PM. 10425 | 


| KINGSWAY AVE. Improve public speaking and communica- | 
| tons skills in a fun and educational environment. Info: 


465-3934 or www.norwoodtoastmasters.org. 

POWER SPEAKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED 7-9 PM. 
GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, RM 437 
Learn to speak with confidence in a supportive environment. 
Info: 732-0693 or www.powerspeakers.ca. 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR WOMEN’S ISSUES Weekly 
drop-in meetings, providing resources and information on 
self-esteem, mental health, and employment. Men welcome 
toattend, Info: 496-5930, 

TOURETTE SYNDROME SUPPORT IST WED EVERY 
MONTH (OCT-JUNE), 7 PM. ACADEMY OF KING EDWARD, 
8525-101 ST. NORTH DOOR. Meeting for TS adults and 
parents of TS kids. Info: 1-866-824-9764. 

UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED, 7-8:30 
PM. RM 601, NORQUEST COLLEGE, 10215-108 ST. improve 
listening, speaking, and overall communication skills. Info: 
Roger 454-3720, Theresa 488-4098, or adamsrk@telus.net. 
WEST-END TOASTMASTER CLUB TUE, 6:45-9 PM. JASPER 
PLACE LIBRARY, 9010-156 ST. Friendly environment of 
personal progress and mutual support. Info: 495-5424, 
WOW-WIRED ON WORDS SUN, 1 AM-1:15 PM. THREE 
BANANAS CAFE, CHURCHILL SQUARE An eclectic creative 
writing group welcoming both professional and amateur 
writers, Suggested donation $10, Monthly meetings. Info: 
bewell.2008@gmail.com. 

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 2ND FRI EVERY MONTH, 
5PM. REMEDY CAFE, 8631-109 ST. For discussion topics 

and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group. 
phpgid=3559715104. 
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CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 1205-101 ST, 
479-1999 A range of services for members of the Native com- 
munity, including a free community lunch Fridays at noon, 

employment and Public Health information, counseling 





| Info: 479-1999. 


| HlVin Alberta. Info: 488-5768 or edmlivingpositive.ca. 


| MEDITATION AND BUDDHIST TEACHINGS GADEN 


| hatha, hidden language/‘eflective hatha, dream yoga, 


| includes warm up and cooldown. Info: www.rivervalleyrun- 
| ners.net or 447-1909. 


| loss support and information. First meeting is free. Info: 


Info: www.teamedmonton.a. 

WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties. Memberships available, including monthly newsletter. 

| Confidentiality assured. Info: www.gaycanada.com/womon- 


teferrals and one-on-one support, AADAC & Legal Aid refer- 
rals, low cost or free beds, housing and clothing referrals. 


CLUB LULU LULULEMON, 10544-82 AVE. Weekly activities 
toget you moving. Info: www.lululemon.com, 435-9363 or 


whyte-community@llululemon.com. space, womonspace@gmail.com, or 482-1794. 
COMMUNITY WEIGHT-LOSS CHALLENGE VARIOUS YOUTHSPACE PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON, 9540-111 AVE. 
LOCATIONS 6-week course on dieting and active lifestyles. | Anafter-school drop-in program for gay, lesbian, bisexval, 
Info: Carla, 966-0185. | trans-identified, queer, questioning, and allied (GLBTQQ&A) 
CONSTELLATION EVERY IST & 3RD WED, 7PM. 10431-37 youth under 25, Open Tue-Sat 3-7 pm. Info: brendan@ 

AVE. Aunique healing process, transforming past burdens pridecentreofedmonton.org or 488-3234. 

into positive affirmations. Info: 967-9162 or constellation- | 

ar | THURSDAY 


BI-SEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP ZND THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. A social group for bi-curious and bi-sexual 
women. Info: groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton. 
FREE TO BE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 10) 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY Info: volleyball@iteamedmonton.ca. 
GAYWIRE 6 PM. CISR 88.5 FM Edmonton's only radio show 
concerning gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. 
News, local and international features, and community 
events. 

LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 1:30-3:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-111 AVE. Social meeting for seniors of all genders. Info: 
Jeff, 488-3234. 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 8 PM, 
BOOTS, 10242-106 ST. Cross-dressers, transsexuals, friends, 

| and supporters meet. Info: 387-3343 or groups yahoo. 

| com/group/edmonton illusions. 


FREE YOGA CLASS EVERY SUN, 6-7 PM. LULULEMON 
ATHLETICA KINGSWAY All levels welcome, new styles each 
week, mats provided. Info; 471-1200 or kingswaygarden- 
community@lululemon.com. 

GENTLE YOGA RADHA YOGA 9946-87 AVE. Weekly classes 
in small group settings, Sunday Satsang (by donation). Call 
for schedule and fees. Info: 432-3363 or www.radha.org, 
LIVING POSITIVE TUE, 7-9 PM. SUITE 50, 9912-106 ST. 
Confidential space where POZ people can discuss and | 
share common issues of concer. A peer-driven AIDS service 
organization, providing direct support to people living with 


LOTUS SOUL GYM YOGA STUDIO 10516-82 AVE. Multidis- | 
ciplinary yoga studio offering drop-in and registered classes 
in hatha, vinyasa flow, Pilates, yoga for runners, pre-natal, 
post-natal, mommy & me, and partner workshops. All levels 
welcome. Info: www.lotussoulgym.com, 434-9642 orinfo@ 





lotussoulgym.corn. | FRIDAY 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 3RD & 4THSATEVERY | YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT 6 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. 
MONTH, 9 AM-5 PM. FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406-91 ST,RM | 

3-18. An organization for theemancipation and autonomy —_| SATURDAY 


NORTHERN TITANS GLBT BOWLING LEAGUE 7 PM. 
community health, training on HIV-AIDS prevention, GATEWAY LANES & RECREATION CENTRE, #100, 3414 GATE- 
treatment, and harm reduction. French, English and African WAY BLVD. S15 per person. Info: bowling@iteamedmonton. 
languages. Admission free for members, membership $10. | «a. 

Info: 490-7332. | SINGLE LESBIANS OVER 40 Women's social group, 
monthly gatherings for conversation over tea and coffee. 
Info: singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com. 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 7-9 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540-111 AVE. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, 
straight, and questioning youth (up to 25) gather to have 
fun and leam in a safe, supportive environment. Info: yuy@ 


of African women, providing programs on economy, 


SAMTEN LING TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
11403-101 ST. Meditation and Buddhist teachings by 
resident teacher, Tibetan Buddhist monk Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchoe. Beginners Tue 7 pm. Intermediate Wed 7 pm. 
Advanced practices Sun Tl am. Info: 479-0014 or www. 


gadensamtenling.org. | shaw.ca. 
| MS ACTIVE NOW #150, 9405-50 ST. Recreation and physi- | 
cal wellness programs. Info: 471-3034. SUNDAY 


RADHA YOGA VARIOUS LOCATIONS Classes include gentle | ARCTICFRONTRUNNERS 10 AM Runners of all levels of 
ability welcome. Runs are typically 6-8 Km, usually 44-60 

| Minutes. Coffee afterwards. Info on venues and other runs 

| during the week running@teamedmonton.ca, or 436-7892. 
BALLROOM DANCING 7:30-8:30 PM All gender combina- 
tions welcome. Salsa, rhumba, waltz, jive. Info: 469-3281 or 
ballroom@teamedmonton.ca. 

| EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) 2ND SUN MOST 

MONTHS, 2:30 PM. UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 

10804-119 ST. Older gay men and admirers meet for a social 

period, short business meeting, followed by guest speaker, 

discussion panel, or potluck supper. Special interest groups 

Meet for other activities throughout the month. EPT is af- 

| filiated with Prime Timers World Wide. Info: edmontonpt@ 

yahoo.ca or www. primetimersww.org/edmonton. 

HATHA YOGA 2-3:30 PM. LION'S BREATH YOGA. Introduc- 

tory level class, free. No previous experience required, Bring 

yoga mat or towel and water. Info: yoga@teamedmonton.ca. 

LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 7PM. 

GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH, 11148-84 AVE. Lambda provides 

a safe and healing space for Edmonton's gay, lesbian, 

| bisexual, transgender, and heterosexual Christians. All 

denominations and faiths welcome. Info: 887-8611 or 

| lambdachurch@shaw.ca. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE 7PM. PRIDE CENTRE 9540-11] 

AVE. Men's social and discussion group, facilitated by Rob 

Wells. Info: robwells?0@hotmail.com or 488-3234, 

‘SOUL OUTING 3RD SUN EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. ROBERTSON- 

WESLEY UNITED CHURCH, 10209 123 ST. LGBT-focused 

altemative worship, Info: 482-1587 or email jravenscroft@ 

TWwucorg. 

SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10 

‘AM. 10740-19 AVE. Welcomes all sexual orientations. Info: 


kundalini/power of choice and meditation. Info: 432-3363, 
class dates at www.radha.org/edmonton. * 

RAJA YOGA MEDITATION #208, 10132-105 ST. In associa- 
tion with Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization. 
Info: www.bkwsu.org or 425-1050. 

RESTORATIVE YOGA MON-THU BY APPOINTMENT. 
10355-105 ST. Learn restorative, vinysa yoga, and pilates for 
individuals and small groups. Eight class card pass for $64. 
Info: 478-3713, 

RIVER VALLEY RUNNERS TUE & THU, 5:15-6:45 PM. 
RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Coached train- 
ing for running on Edmonton's extensive river valley trails, 


SOUL POWER MAY 31, 10.AM & JUNE 1, 1PM. UNITY CHURCH 
OF EDMONTON, 13210-106 AVE. Workshop for soul healing 
techniques presented by Dr. Zhi Gang Sha. Info: Yvonne, 
913-6466. 

TOPS: TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY THU, 6:30-7:30 PM. 
ALLENDALE COMMUNITY LEAGUE, 6330-1054 ST. Weight 


TOPS4990@hotmail.com. 

TRANQUILITY MEDITATION & BUDDHIST PRACTICE 
WED, 7PM. 10502-70 AVE. Tibetan kagyu tradition. Free, 
beginners welcome, instruction available. Info: Lama Ani 
Kunsang, resident teacher, 633-6157 or www.karmatashil- 
ing.ca. 


QUEER 


987-4974. 
AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group SPIRITUAL LIVING CENTRE Info: www.spirituallivingcen- 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture. tre.com or 989-3752, 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 10 AM. 1526-76 AVE. All 
welcome. Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 492-0772. orientations welcome for Sunday service. Info: 436-1555 or 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTO www.affirmunited.ca. 


TRANS EDUCATION & SUPPORT GROUP IST & 3RD SUN 
EVERY MONTH, 2 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. Provides 
support and education for all transsexual, transgendered, 

intersexed, two-spirited, and questioning individuals. Info: 


Liaison Committee is compased of a variety of concerned 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 
allied community members, and police officers. Email 
questions or concems to epsigbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 





treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a hate www.albertatrans.org or 488-3234. 

of bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime | WOMONSPACE BOARD MEETING IST SUN EVERY MONTH, 

Unit, 4213489, 10:30 AM-12:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-1 AVE. 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 

LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic staff. Straightalies | MONDAY 

were at areties ie kwells@ualberta.ca or HIV SUPPORT GROUP 2ND MON EVERY MONTH, 7-9 PM, 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. info: Richard, 488-3234 or 

PRIDE CENTRESS40-IIAVE, 488-3234, Hours: Tue-Fri richard@pridecentreofedmonton.org. 

1-10 pm, Sat 12-6:30 pm. Drop-in, library, and community * 

internet services are available. Online enewsletter Hours: DAY 

Tue-Fri 10 pm, Sat 12-6:30 pm. Info: 488-3234 or www. METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 

pridecentreofedmonton.org. me: 7:15 PM.10086 MACDONALD DR. A church for 

TEAMEDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit | all people. Info: 429-7321. 

society for members and friends of the GLBT community, SENIORS DROP IN 1:30-3:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 

offering welt organized and fun sporting events andother | 9540-111 AVE. Social meeting for seniors of all genders. Info: 

fecreational activities within a positive social framework. Jeff, 488-3234, 
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MUSIC 


| PROBABLY WOULDN'T BE DOING SOLO MUSIC IF | HADN’T BEEN IN 


ERIC’S TRIP... 


OR WHATEVER WAS STUDYING IN SCHOOL. 


—SINGER/SONGWRITER JULIE DOIRON 





MUSIC PREVIEW : REUNION TOUR - BY JUSTIN LANGILLE | 720 words 


Eric's Trip Down Memory Lane 





JULIE DOIRON ON THE BAND 
THAT MADE HER FAMOUS, AND 
THE STRIDES THEY'VE TAKEN 
TOWARDS REUNITING 





ERIC'S TRIP 

w/ Dog Day. July 8 (9pm). Velvet Underground (10030-102 
St). Tickets: $18, available at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen, 
and Ticketmaster, 





Few acts emerged from the deluge 
of the mid-'90s Halifax pop explo- 
sion with the same indie following 
as Eric’s Trip. Ecstatically loud and 
intensely confessional, the Monc- 
ton, New Brunswick quartet set 
_ the standard for left-field, home-re- 
corded indie rock in Canada. Before 
breaking up in 1996 to pursue other 
directions, they managed to record 


jes: Of Moncton | Eric's ito came out of the Halifax pop explosion of the'90s—even though they hailed from an entiay different island. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


three timeless albums for Sub Pop in 
three years—1993’s Love Tara, 1994's 
Forever Again, and Purple Blue in 
1996—humbly shattering the quiet 
disaffection of maritime life with 
heartfelt, poignant guitar noise 
Along with central songwriter Rick 
White, guitarist Chris Thompson, 
and drummer Mark Gaudet, bassist 
Julie Doiron was instrumental in cre- 
ating a sound that influenced a gen- 
It was 
the perfect combination of shy peo- 


eration of Canuck musicians. “ 


ple being onstage and releasing this 
noisy sound,” Doiron says over the 
phone from her home in Montreal. 
“We were confident in what we were 
doing, but we weren't obnoxious peo- 
ple. We were nervous before getting 
onstage, but as soon as we turned on 


our pedals and turned up the volume, 
we just sort of... played solid. Maybe 
people could tell that we weren't try 
ing to be anything but this thing that 
we'd been doing in the basement for 
two years.” 

While a rich independent music 
scene had existed in Moncton for 
years, the major-label feeding frenzy 
in Seattle served as a catalyst for art- 
ists from similar scenes across North 
America. “It all kind of came to us,” 
“When the Halifax ex- 
plosion thing was happening due to 
Sloan and all the other bands get- 
ting recognition, we were discovered 


Doiron says. 


through that. But we weren't even 
from Halifax. We lived three hours 
away in a different province. We 
just ended up being one of the bands 





worth checking out. So, when Sub 


Pop came to look for bands, they saw 
us play and they really liked it. A lot 
of it was a matter of timing. 

“Lo-fi wasn't something that we 
were aiming for,” she continues, still 
trying to shake the adjective that 
dogged Eric's Trip throughout their 
career. “It was something that we 
were a -part-of-because-we-were re- 
cording at home. It was a time when 
people were realizing that you didn’t 
have to go into a studio and spend 
thousands and thousands of dollars. 
People were obviously recording at 
home, but maybe they were just us- 
ing them for demos and not think- 
ing that they were good enough’ for 
commercial release. But we thought, 
‘Hey, this is the record we made, 





this is the record we like. Let's put it 
out.”” 

Citing a desire for personal growth 
and new directions, the band mem- 
bers went their separate ways in 
1996 


tour, a stint in the studio for Doiron’s 


Since then, a 2001 reunion 
2005 solo record, and appearances 
at the annual Sappy Music Festival 
(a gathering of indie all-stars curat 
ed by Doiron’s label Sappy Records 
in Sackville, New Brunswick) have 
kept the band playing together on a 
consistent basis. Not bad for a group 
that supposedly broke up more than 
a decade ago 
“At this point we almost seem to be 
an active band again,” Doiron says 
“We're even talking about doing 
some recording this summer. These 
western dates came about because 
Sub Pop is having their 20th anniver- 
sary festival. They invited us to play 
in Seattle and someone came up with 
idea of doing some West Coast dates 
because we're going to be out there 
Everyone was up for it because-we've 
been having so much fun playing 
together. We've all done enough of 
our own music throughout the years 
to feel really good about everything 
we're doing. To be fully honest, the 
last shows that we've done, person- 
ally speaking, are better than ever.” 
Doiron was honoured with a Juno 
for her 1999 album with Ottawa 
band The Wooden Stars, and a Po- 
-laris-Prize-nomination-for-ast year's 
Woke Myself Up. Despite all the ac- 
claim, she still feels she owes it all to 
her original crew. “I just feel really 
lucky,” she says. “I probably wouldn't 
be doing solo music if 1 hadn't been 
in Eric's Trip. I never would have 
even conceived of trying to do some 
shows: I would’have been a photo- 
grapher or whatéver I was studying 
in school.” 








Sue Mie Wear entee ine eee neraereteeetemeaeree 
Dress image with the other members of the band, PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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HOT TICKETS - MUST-SEE SHOWS 


en 





RING ROAD 

Ashes Divide 
Starlite Room - July7 
$20 | Ticketmaster.ca 


For those of you lamenting the death of A 
Perfect Circle (we're sure there are at least 
one or two of you out there), the brain be- 
hind said outfit, Billy Howerdel, has gone 
and started up another melodic alt-rock 
project. This time around, instead of bor- 
fowing vocals from Tool’s Maynard Keenan, 
Howerdel thought it would be better to bor- 
row Keenan's son Devo to play cello on the 
band's debut release, Keep Telling Myself It’s 
Alright. |sn't that nice? Way to keep it in the 
family, Howerdel. 





ROAD TRIP 
Boonstock 

Gibbons « July 4-5 
$68-$103 | Ticketmaster.ca 


If you're in the habit of listening to main- 
stream rock radio—or if you have a coworker 
who blasts The Bear through the office on a 
daily basis—chances are you'll know every 
single lyric sung at Boonstock this weekend. 
The two-day lineup includes Alexisonfire, 
ever-emo Three Days Grace, ill Scarlett, State 
of Shock, GOB, Sloan, Default, Mobile, plus 
local top 40 sweethearts Tupelo Honey and 
Ten Second Epic. It may not be your typical 
hippie music fest, but they did try to find a 
way to name it after Woodstock. 





DRIVE HARD 

Lisa Lashes & BK 
Edmonton Event Centre: July10 
$28| Ticketmaster.ca 


A pioneer of the UK hard house scene and 
the first woman to break into the list of the 
world's top-ranked DJs, Lisa Lashes is still a 
techno force to be reckoned with. West Ed- 
-monton Mall is one of three stops she'll be 
making on the Polysexual Canada tour (the 
others being Cowtown and Vancouver), soif 
you've got some energy to burn next Thurs- 
day night, it might be a good time to dodge 
all the fresh-outta-high-school kiddies 
lounging around the food court and get thee 
tothe dancefloor. — 


ore 
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muUSIC 





MUSIC BRIEFS 





EAMON MCGRATH'S REPORT 
FROM SLED ISLAND! 
DOWNTOWN CALGARY - JUNE 25-29 





THE CITY STREETS AT THE MARQUEE ROOM 
Opening the BeatRoute showcase was 
Edmonton's own City Streets, who deliv- 
ered a near-flawless set after a month- 
long hiatus from performing. The room was 
* cold before the Streets started and was 
glaring hot by the time they stopped. It 
was the perfect chance for the band to try 


out some new songs before their upcoming | 


two-week tour of Canada and the upper 
Midwest, bridging gaps between soul, 
punk, and Neil Young-style guitar-workout 
tock. A few choice covers sent the set into 
overdrive and won the critical Calgary 
crowd over. 


YOLA TENGO AT THE MEWATA FIELD 
MAINSTAGE 

| must admit | was a little unfamiliar with 
Yo La Tengo before seeing them in the 
mid-afternoon heat on the outdoor main- 
stage—and | had no idea what | was in for. 
Live, this band is a torrential downpour 

of noise and guitar experimentation over 
tight, repetitive, almost Krautrock-esque 
rhythmic loops. 

And Guitarist Ira Kaplan is easily the best 
live guitarist | have ever seen. The tuning 
pegs, the volume knobs, the pickups, the 
cable, the amplifier, all play a crucial role 
in the sound blaring from your instrument, 
and Yo La Tengo has left me pretty much 
convinced that six-strings are a thing of 
the past. Kaplan managed to carve out 
melodies by throwing his guitar over his 
shoulder, around his body, and into his 
ribcage. 


BROKEN SOCIAL SCENE AT THE MEWATA 
FIELD MAINSTAGE 

I'm not the biggest advocate of Broken 
Social Scene—they did, after all, turn 
“indie rock” into more of a description of 

a genre than a musical ethos, stagnating 
the popular Canadian music scene in the 
process—but live they are nothing less 
than cause for celebration. With a setlist 
consisting of requests from fans backstage 
and in the audience, BSS played their most 
well-known songs at near-painful volume 
as the sun set on the prairie behind them, 
the sky turning purple-orange. Tracks like 
“K.C. Accidental” were triumphant jubilees, 
and the sight of seven bodies onstage, as 
happy and ethereal as the music they're 
playing, was one of the highlights of the 
festival. 


WIRE AT THE LEGION 

Although | expected more from these post- 
punk legends, Wire fed off the anticipation 
of the crowd and spewed out their newer 
songs at jet-engine volume. Wire, as 
always, came straight to the point: driving 
punk rhythms, dark chords, all dressed in 
black. The crowd moved along to it, and 
the floor of the Legion turned into a sweaty 
mass of eager fans calling out for classics 
like "12XU" and “Pink Flag,” but for the 
most part Wire shelied out tracks from the 
upcoming Object 47. 
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MUSIC MEMORIES - DAD ROCK « BY SEE STAFF {1201 words 


Rise, Sons Of Dire Straits 


REMEMBER IT FONDLY OR NOT 
IS ANOTHER STORY 





MARK KNOPFLER 
July 7 (8pm). Jubilee Auditorium. Tickets available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca) 





When we here at SEE saw that Mark 
Knopfler was coming to town, we im- 
mediately started sharing Dire Straits 
stories. Some were good, some were 
bad, but none of them was hard to 
come up with. In honour of the di- 
nosaur Masiakasaurus knopfleri, we 
invited our writers to share some of 
their treasured Dire Straits memo- 
ries with y'all. Enjoy. 


MATT HOLLYWOOD 

In the words of Bruce McCullough, 
“Greatest hits albums are for house- 
wives and little girls.” Too true, 
Bruce, but you forgot to mention 
the most obvious greatest-hits target 
market: dads. 

Before we go any further, a word 
about me and my dad. Our relation- 
ship has always been dysfunctional, 
a volatile bond that erupted in my 
teenage years into plenty of “Fuck 
you, dad!” moments. Our conversa- 
tions nowadays are mostly strained, 
awkward, talking without communi- 
cating. No surprise, then, that his de- 
cent taste in classic rock is the only 
thing we agree on. On long car trips, 
he doesn’t appreciate the screechy 
avant-noise shit | think is appropri- 
ate highway-driving music, and I’m 
not big on the awful pseudo-jazz ele- 
vator music he’s inclined to listen to 
But set the dial on the nearest classic 
rock station, and we're both reason- 
ably happy: (“Gimme Shelter” does 
not get old, ever.) 

It was just prior to one of these trips 
that I picked up a cheap copy of Pri- 
vate Investigations, a comprehensive 
double-disc collection of Dire Straits’ 
and Mark Knopfler’s best and best- 
known songs. It was a birthday gift 
for my dad, but of course I had an 
ulterior motive: a musically tolerable 
two-hour drive. 

With little else to talk about, we 
ended up talking about the music. It 
was a small revelation. We started, at 
first predictably, talking about Knop- 
fler’s lyrics, the delicately interwoven 
keyboard textures. But the conversa- 
tion soon turned into one of those 
elliptical, 
that can only happen when both par- 
ties are actually engaged, interested, 


open-ended discussions 


communicating. 

The sound of this old music got 
him talking about the year of his life 
he lived in Toronto in his early 20s, 
when he served in the army reserves. 
(This episode was, believe it or not, 
previously unknown to me.) He told 


me about the girlfriends he went out 
with before my mother—a shock- 
ing revelation to me, unaccustomed 
to imagining my father as a sexual 
person, or even a social person. He 
told me about his young life, most of 
which I was completely unaware of. I 
didn’t say much about myself. But | 
didn’t want to. I wanted to hear about 
him, finally, after 26 years of grey- 
suited, tight-lipped silence: 

So thank you, Mark Knopfler, for 
being the catalyst for the only real 
conversation I've ever had with my 
father. I hope that as he eases into old 
age, and | into middle age, there will 
be more to come. At least now there's 
a precedent. 


FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

Besides the computer animated video 
with the word “faggot” in it—which 
completely blew my ass off and got 
me addicted to MuchMusic—“Broth- 
ers in Arms” always choked me up 
as a kid. 

You don’t think about it much, but 
phrases like “fields of destruction” 
and “baptism of fire” kinda main- 
tained political activism in a time be- 
tween the years when all musicians 
talked about was politics—between 
the '60s and post-9/11. Tracy Chap- 
man, Bruce Springsteen, Midnight 
Oil; U2, Knopfler’s crew—they all 
leaned towards a mainstream pop 
humanism that really affected a lot 
of people's political outlooks with a 
volume that, say, Dead Kennedys 
couldn't reach. Even if it was arm- 
chair. And though there's patrio- 
tism in “Brothers,” it reminded us 
of something that's been deliber- 
ately swept under the carpet, once 
again, in modern times: that war is 
complete and utter shit 

On a more superficial level, their 
neon pink-blue colour scheme 
matched Miami Vice exactly, which 
gives me boners. 


JUSTIN LANGILLE 

It was the summer of '98, and I was 
17. There were Wings and Pink Floyd 
records lying about the basement for 
my pals and me to roll our joints on, 
but Mark Knopfler and crew's 1985 
album Brothers in Arms held an al- 
lure that the others were missing. 
Someone was coaxed out of their 
couchbound stupor to put it on the 
ancient record player sitting in the 
corner. 

We were unmoved at first, but 
when “Money for Nothing” came 
on, we all sat upright. To us, this 
song wasn't an early MTV hit; it was 
the soundtrack “Weird” Al Yankovic 
used to spoof The Beverly Hillbillies 
in the 1989 cult classic UHF. We lis- 
tened closer. A seething indictment 
of the shitty synth bands getting rich 
off MTV fame, “Money for Nothing” 
wasn't just barroom fodder from the 
'80s; it was an important piece of 





Brothers In Arms | Back in the day, Mark Knopfler and his bro David were the Sultans of a new sound. SUPPLIED 


music-industry criticism, with a vo- 
cal hook from Sting to boot! That 
night, we added “educator” to Al 
Yankovic's illustrious résumé. 


SCOTT LINGLEY 

| remember staying up all night as a 
teenager so that I’d be awake to catch 
Dire Straits’ performance on Much- 
Music's live telecast of the Live Aid 
concert. At the time, Dire Straits had 
about eight hits on the radio from 
Brothers in Arms and had virtually 
monopolized music TV with the vid- 
eo for “Money for Nothing,” which 
also had quite a nifty drum intro that 
1 would spazzily try to recreate on 
my small, bottom-of-the-line kit 

I sort of recall Mark Knopfler lead- 
ing the band through their hits in his 
trademark sweatbands and _ blazer, 
but I more clearly recall guest vocal- 
ist Sting grooving away in a ridicu- 
lous puffy white New Wave jacket at 
the side of the stage, and noticing for 
the first time how much less cool he 
became the farther he got from The 
Police. 

Looking back, I appreciate how 
unlikely it was that a homely, bald- 
ing egghead like Knopfler could be- 
come one of the biggest rock stars 
in the world, and how this couldn't 
possibly last. Perhaps he knew it too, 
as his band only had one more stu- 
dio album in them after that. I don't 
own any Dire Straits records, but I 
do turn up “Sultans of Swing” and 
mutter along whenever it comes on 
the radio. 


EAMON MCGRATH 

At 7 a.m. one foggy summer morn- 
ing littered with liquor bottles, a good 
friend and I jumped into a van and 
drove a few blocks to Edmonton's 
End of the World, a steep concrete 





ledge that hangs over a death drop in 
the river valley, It’s one of those plac- 
es that you can always count on in 
this city; whenever you're stranded 
and looking for something to do, you 
can always go to that ledge and look 
straight down. It’s also one of those 
places you can never te anybody 
where it is, for fear that knowledge 
of its whereabouts will spread and 
there’ll be somebody else there the 
next time you pay it a visit. We played 
“Sultans of Swing” over and over and 
over again on the ride there. 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 

I was one of those kids prone to 
sleeplessness: when someone else 
was awake, | couldn't possibly sleep 
for fear 1 was missing something— 
something that only happened when 
things were quiet and dark and 
snoozing. Funny: only now do I re- 
alize my insomnia may have been 
completely due to my dad's night-owl 
tendencies. 

One of these sweaty summer 
nights, I stayed up watching the old 
animated Robin Hood, and all I want- 
ed to do was whistle like the rooster 
in the opening song. | kept trying 
and trying and couldn't figure it out 
(perhaps it was the spaces in my 
teeth?), but my dad spent the whole 
night teaching and explaining to me 
exactly how to whistle—and he used 
the opening riff from “Walk of Life” 
as his example. I knew the melody 
well. It was something he and my 
mom would put on the turntable and 
dance around to in the living room on 
Sumdays, while my baby sister and I 

ked their two-stepping. (Yes, my 
parents are hippies. How the hell do 
you think I got named after a wood- 
land creature?) A woo-oo: 
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MUSIC PREVIEW SOLIDARITY PUNK: BY TRAVIS SARGENT j 621 words 


Havana Knights 


7AND7IS RETURN FROM CUBA 
WITH A MISSION TO GET 
MUSICIANS THE GEAR THEY 
NEED TO REVIVE ROCK IN 
THEIR HOMELAND 





SOLIDARITY ROCK FUNDRAISER 

w/Tand/is, The Mark Birtles Project, Bayonets!!!, 40 
Theives. July 5, The ARTery (9505 Jasper Ave). Tickets: $10 
at the door. 





In the early ‘60s, Fidel Castro out- 
lawed rock music in Cuba, calling 
it a corrupting American influence 
that had no place in his righteous vi- 
sion for the country. But rock never 
died out entirely in the island nation; 
instead, musicians began playing in 
a style called Nueva Trova, which 
combined traditional Cuban folk mu- 
sic with rock 'n’ roll beats and highly 
politicized lyrics that often took a 
critical attitude toward the American 
government 

Since then, few bands from the 
outside world have played in Cuba, 
and in December, local indie rockers 
7and7is became the first independent 
foreign rock band to tour the coun- 
try. Director Drew McIntosh docu- 
mented the trip in his upcoming film 
Una Ves Por La Vida 
“Its monumental,” he says. “A 


Zand7is.. 


rock band from this town going out 
and doing something that’s a global 
first! You think Bon Jovi playing 
at the Berlin Wall was something? 
Imagine a DIY, working-class band 
touring small towns in Cuba. It’s not 
easy over there; you can’t just roll up 
to the Shell and ask for directions.” 

Travel problems weren't the group's 
only worry, and when Drummer Kel- 
ly Chia’s kit failed to show up with the 
rest of the band’s gear, the group was 
forced to call in a few hasty favours 
to find a replacement. “We went to 
{neighbouring town] Sancti Spiritus 
to find a set and work it out,” McIn- 
tosh says. “We got there, and guess 
what? It’s not so fucking easy to find 
a set of drums. It’s not like you can 
just borrow them from the opening 
band, y'know? They just don't have 
anything.” 

Some locals had heard about a kit 
across town, which McIntosh and his 
cohorts set out to pilfer. “There was 


Impromptu Venues | And you thought Edmonton's music stages were cramped. PHOTO BRYAN KULBA 





aspects of touring in Cuba. PHOTO BY BRYAN KULBA 


one set of drums in town that were 
decent,” he says, “and they belonged 
to an elementary school. So our 
friends and | got on a horse-drawn 


cart, headed over to the school, and 


waited for the principal to leave. We 
walked inside and explained our situ- 
ation to the music teacher, he let us 
borrow it, and we wheeled the kit 
back to the youth centre where we 
were hanging out.” 
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“It’s Not So Fucking Easy To Find A Set Of Drums” | Drew Mcintosh says limited access to equipment is one of the tougher 








Upon returning to Edmonton, Mc 
Intosh began an effort to help get 


instruments and recording technol- | 
ogy into the hands of Cubans who | 


would otherwise not have access to 
them. “What we've decided to do 
is to support through solidarity the 
musicians and artists of Cuba,” he 
explains. “These guys kept us out of 


trouble every single day, they took . 


care of us like family. We're try- 
ing to raise enough money to buy a 
digital recording interface, a laptop, 
and a combo amp to send down.” 
The fundraiser takes place on Sat- 
urday night at The ARTery, and will 
include sets from 40 Theives, Bayo- 


nets!!!_7and7is, and, in one of their | 
final performances, The Mark Birtles | 


Project. 

“All people over here know about 
Cuba,” Mélntosh says, “is fucking 
Varadero and a trolley car in Old Ha- 
vana, y'know? Soon it will open to 
the outside world, and putting this 
technology in their hands will make 
it so much easier for Canadian bands 
to tour over there. These people want 
it so badly, they're just like us—they 
want to hang out with their friends 
and make this music. The reason it 
doesn't happen is that they just can’t 
get the gear. The spirit in participat- 
ing in this thing is what being in a 
punk band is all about: solidarity and 
community. We want to make rock 
‘n’ roll dangerous again!” 
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HERCULES AND LOVE AFFAIR 


Hercules And Love Affair 
(Mute) 
SS S88 


On the self-titled debut disc from the dance-music 
collective Hercules and Love Affair, DJ Andrew Butler's 
yearning to return to the dark, glittery.glory days of 


New York's turn-of-the-’70s gay disco scene is nearly palpable—it's there, woven into 
every sinuous bassline, every tautly layered trumpet solo, every hypnotic, metronomic 
4eyboard riff. And whenever Antony Hegarty. (from Antony and the Johnsons) steps 
behind the mic, you can feel the tips of Butler's fingers miraculously making contact, 
however briefly, with the ecstasy of the past. 
Few musical experiences this year can compare to hearing Hegarty's 

spinetinglingly androgynous voice deliver a song like “Blind"—he captures the thrill 
of being transported high above your surroundings by a piece of music, but also the 
melancholy realization that you'll only fall back to earth once the song is over. It's like 
hearing Little Jimmy Scott reborn as a disco diva. 
Despite some pacing problems in its middle third, Hercules and Love Affair is yet anoth- 
er triumph from the DFA record label, which continues to produce some of the most 
emotionally complicated dancefloor pop ever made. It's Now, Voyager dance music: it's 
music that can't help but ask for the moon, even though it already has the stars. 








tt kk 
Lil Wayne's new album is 





important for a few reasons. | 
| cute British accents go when 


It’s the first hip-hop album 

| since 2005 to sell more 
than a million copies in its 

| first week, for one thing; but 

more importantly, it marks 
the fulfilment of a multi- 

| year campaign to make 

| Wayne's se f-appointed 

| “best rapper alive” nick- 

| name stick. While it’s too 
early to say for sure whether 

| it's truly a classic, Tha 

| Carter I! is massive, intricate, 

| and more often than not 

| brilliant. 

Songs like “Dr. Carter” and 
“La La” exude the swagger 

| that's earned Wayne a loyal 
following on the mixtape 
circuit; his rhymes bounce 

| back and forth between 

| being absolutely polished 

| and almost sloppily off-the- 

cuff—usually in the same 

line. Nobody's ever accused 

| him of being modest, and 

| you get the sense that when 

Jay-Z shows up on “Mr. 

| Carter,” it's mostly because 

| Wayne wants to show off 

the kind of favours his high 

profile can afford. If and 

when Jay decides to make 

another comeback album, 

those circumstances may 

well be reversed. 

MICHAEL HINGSTON 














| that glorify her completely 





tok k ke 
One thing I've always want- | 
ed to know: where do all the 


U.K.-born songstresses like 
Duffy step up to the mic? 
On Duffy's debut album 
Rockferry, it's only the 
unsung whisper that starts 
off "Mercy" that exposes her | 
Welsh heritage. 

The rest of the time the 
young soul singer releases 
her sweet 'n’ sour vocals in 
a volley of heartbroken pop 
tirades, drenched to the 
core in sorrow, but always 
backed by a sassy indepen- 
dent streak. If Amy Wine- 
house—the self-destrucive 
“soul-dier” of the latest 
British invasion—inexplica- 
bly attracts fans with songs | 


hopeless behaviour, then 
Duffy charms by singing 
about her own trials with 
pluck and self-possession. | 
But with a voice that sounds 
like she's spent a lifetime 
pouring whiskey into her 
honey-lemon tea, she could 
sing about scones and 
listeners would still fall right 
into the recording. 

Of course, it's hard to say 
words like “scone” without 
throwing ona bit ofa British 





accent. 
KATHLEEN BELL 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 
sae i fe 
LIL WAYNE | DUFFY | DAN TYMINSKI 
| Tha Carter Ill | Rockferry | Wheels 
| (CashMoney) (Mercury) (Rounder) 
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Dan Tyminski is one of the 
world's most acclaimed 
bluegrass artists—which 
means it's fair to assume 
you've never heard of him. 
In addition to his impres- 


| sive solo career, he’s had a 
| longstanding position as 


guitarist in Alison Krauss 
& Union Station, and was 
the singing voice of George 


| Clooney in O Brother, Where 


Art Thou?—his rendition of 
“Man of Constant Sorrow” 


| even won a Grammy in 

| 2001. 

| Wheels is Tyminski’s second 
| solo album, coming eight 


years after the terrific Carry 
Me Across the Mountain. Yet 


| where that album seemed 


to burst at the seams with 
his exuberant vocals and 
guitarwork, Wheels is more 
subdued, and it suffers 
because of it. “How Many 
Times” is the most notable 
exception, and ranks among 
the catchiest songs Tyminski 


| has ever recorded, but there 


are a few too many mid-. 
tempo banjo grooves here 
for my liking. 

It might be an unfair 
standard to hold him to, but 
anything less than genius 
from Tyminski feels like a 
disappointment. 

MICHAEL HINGSTON 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - ROCK MAFIA « BY JONN KMECH |701 words 


Parlor Mob’s Success Secrets 


DROP YOUR LABEL. RELEASE 
YOUR RECORD FREE ONLINE. 
GET DISCOVERED BY A GREAT 
PRODUCER. CHECK, CHECK, 
CHECK. 





THE PARLOR MOB 

w/ guests. July 4 (8pm). The Starlite Room (10030-102 
St). Tickets: $13, available at Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd, and 
Megatunes. 





Rarely do a band’s fortunes increase 
after their label drops them, but that's 
the lucky hand The Parlor Mob was 
dealt. After getting signed to Capitol 
Records in 2006, the rock act from 
Red Bank, New Jersey had just laid 
down their debut €P when they got 
caught up in the torrential merger of 
Capitol and Virgin into the Capitol 
Music Group. 

“We had been flown out to Los An- 
geles and we had recorded four songs 
in a studio,” explains guitarist Dave 
Rosen. “Then we came home and 
sat around for nine months. Eventu- 
ally, we [got the news that] ‘Capitol 
is merging with Virgin, they're drop- 
ping a bunch of bands, and firing a 
bunch of people. You guys are out of 
your contract.’ Which we were hap- 
py about at that point, because we'd 
literally been sitting on our asses, 


Rock Dons | 
asking ourselves, ‘What are we do- 
ing?’ We just made this EP that we 
feel very strongly about and we want 
to be out there touring, yet we're sit- 
ting at home. So we were relieved.” 
Even after being tossed off their 
label's bridge with a pair of concrete 
shoes, The Mob avoided sleeping 
with the fishes. They released the EP 
free online, and generated enough 
buzz to convince Roadrunner Re- 
cords to scoop them up last summer. 
“When that whole thing went 
down, we had a different manager,” 
Rosen says. “We had fired our man- 
ager, we had fired our lawyer, and we 
had been dropped by our label. When 


we went to the South by Southwest 


The Parlour Mob aren't your average mafiosi; they just like to keep it simple... with donuts. SUPPLIED 








music festival two years ago, we 
were just starting to work with our 
new manager. Then, by the time 
we signed to Roadrunner, within a 
couple months, we were in the studio 
and we had picked the producer that 
we wanted, Jacquire King. A couple 
months later, the record’s out, and 
now we're on the road.” 

Their first full-length, And You 
Were a Crow, came out in March. It 
combines the swagger and charisma 
of vintage Zeppelin with a tinge of 
southern Skynyrd and modern rock 
revival flair. To capture this classic 
sound, the band hit the highway with 
King (sometime producer for Tom 
Waits, Modest Mouse, and Kings of 








ROAD STORIES « BORDER TACTICS !575 wads 


No U-Turns, Please 





EAR TO THE ASPHALT ANN VRIEND 
SITTIN’ IDOL GETS OUT OF A 
BORDER-CROSSING DISPUTE 
FASTER THAN YOU CAN SAY, 
“RELEASE THE HOUNDS!” 





I'm on the phone with the drummer 
from Calgary rock band Sittin’ Idol, 
who refers to himself simply as Stu. 
His story hails from 2005, when Sit- 
tin’ Idol had to drive from Thunder 
Bay to Winnipeg in a single day. 

“The two guys that were taking 
turns driving had been up all night, 
so they were exhausted,” Stu begins. 
“We got about an hour and half out 
of Thunder Bay and thought we were 
going the right way. Then we saw 
there was the U.S. border crossing in 
front of us, so we'd obviously made 
a big error. But there was nowhere 
to turn around with our trailer and 
stuff, Our only option was to drive 
around, past the Canadian building, 
so we did a U-turn and then tried to 
essentially come back into the coun- 
try, even though we never left.” 


What a coincidence! I know a 
certain person with the initials A.V. 
who once tried the same thing on 
the bridge connecting Windsor to 
Detroit. It was very simple U-turn; 
however, it seems Americans are un- 
familiar with this maneuver; the of- 
ficials at U.S. Customs are very sus- 
picious of U-turns, and do not take 
kindly to them whatsoever. 

Sittin’ Idol made the same discoy- 
ery. “They wouldn't let us in!” Stu 
exclaims. “They didn’t believe our 
story, and when they realized we 
were a rock band they were like, ‘Oh, 
we'll get these guys for drug posses- 
sion or something.’ They held us up 
there for hours, and tried to bluff 
us: they took our driver's licenses 
and scanned them all through the 
system, and when they gave them 
back to us they said they'd found co- 
caine on them, and they were going 
to search the van. They were asking 
us if we were storing drugs anywhere 
on our bodies." 

“You weren't, right?” I ask. 

“No, no,” Stu says. “The thing that 
was going to take the most time was 
they wanted us to unload all of our 
gear out of our trailer, and look in 
every drum case, every guitar case, 
and we were thinking, ‘We're going 
to have to call and cancel this gig.’ 
Finally they said, ‘Well, we can bring 
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the dogs out,’ and we were ecstatic 
about that, because we assumed if 
they brought the dogs out and they 
didn't find anything we'd be able to 
get going a lot quicker.” 

At this point, I can’t help wanting 
to call the band “Sittin’ Idle” instead, 
but Stu makes sure I get the spelling 
right—it seems he’s encountered this 
problem before. 

He continues: “Once they saw we 
were really enthusiastic about the 
dogs then they said, ‘Well, you must 
not have anything,’ so after they 
made fun of us a little bit, they let us 
go.” 

“Oh-—what a good tip!” I exclaim. 
You read it first in SEE: attention, 
border-crossing musicians! If you 
find yourself held up at U.S. Cus- 
toms, just ask for the dogs right off 
the bat! (Provided you aren't actually 
carrying any drugs, of course.) 

“Well,” Stu concludes, "we thought 
this would be a good story that was, 
you know, print-friendly.” Not just 
print-friendly, but the stuff to make 
any parent proud: a clean record at 
the border, no drugs, concern about 
being tardy. Very upstanding. Just 
overlook the part about how the band 
had to speed like crazy to get to their 
gig on time. ; 

Sittin’ Idol is part of the lineup at 
Boonstock this weekend 1 





Leon), and shacked up together in 
Asheville, North Carolina, recording 
at the Echo Mountain studio 

“Tt wasn't just another thing for 
King,” Rosen says. “We all got that 
feeling—he really became a part of us 
We literally slept next door to each 
other, and we'd hang out at nights, 
and watch movies and Twin Peaks 
together. He was coming home and 
hanging out with us and having to 
deal with us on his days off.” 

The band members are used to 
living in close quarters. They were 
high 
bonding while playing gigs with the 


friends throughout school, 
scant number of disparate musical 
acts in their towns. Eventually, the 
Mob infiltrated the New: York rock 
scene, starting out at “small little 
shows at places like the Cake Shop, 





jam-packed with 30 people,” Rosen 
The 
made NYC their base of operations. 


remembers. band eventually 


Powersoun 


If you want to learn about 
studio recording, concert 


MUSIC 


The city doled them out some tough 
love, Rosen says 

‘We play in New York so frequent- 
ly now, it’s like a second home. But 
it's one of the hardest places to stand 
out and have a sense of who you are, 
as a person and as a band. It's easy to 
get caught up in it, but New York has 
embraced us and we love it for that.” 

Judging by the upbeat background 
noise on their tour bus, such exuber- 
ance characterizes a band that al- 
most derailed before they got started. 
Rosen could barely contain his enthu- 
siasm about the summer, which will 
see them playing Lollapalooza on his 
birthday, as well as making their first 
foray into the Great White North, a 
place of scenic vistas and Tim Hor- 
tons franchises on every corner 

“Donuts, you say?” Rosen inquires 
“Really. Well, our drummer will be 
happy to hear that.” 
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sound, movie sound, radio or 


record production... 
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Chunk, Storewell, Keating, Rake, Tupelo Honey, Mathews Grin, Vendenta, Econoline Crush, EMI, 
War Party, Shoreline Records, 604 Records, Long Way Down, KOAN, HAVEN, Amoeba 
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WwW. runningroom.com 
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EDMONTON'S BIGGEST 


Beene ot 


(ccabola THE 
THE SAM ROBERTS BAND 


HEDLEY 
COLLECTIVE SOUL 

BRENT BUTT 

RAINE MAIDA 

JULLY BLACK 

JOAN JETT AND THE BLACKHEARTS 
DOC WALKER Global> 
THE TREWS 

METRIC & BEDOUIN SOUNDCLASH 


STE ROCKS 
TRUE TASTE 


PLUS... 

Cirque Mechanics Birdhouse Factory show, presented by Mosaik MasterCard 
BMO Bank of Montreal. Also, three additional entertainment stages — TELUS 
Stage, Global Connections Stage and the Penn West Energy Trust Stage. 


For more details on our entertainment lineup 
visit our website. 
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MUSIC BUZZ: MUNICIPAL HAPPENINGS|718 words 


MacTavish 


Sightings 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
ACCOLADES CONTINUE TO 
POUR IN FOR CALGARY’S 
MUSIC FESTS. PLUS: HOCKEY 
CELEBRITY | SPOTTING! 


In a summer where all the progres- 
sive festivals seem to be vacation- 
ing elsewhere, review after review 
of Sled Island down in Calgary last 
weekend was overwhelmingly posi- 
tive. With just a hint of worry, per- 
haps? 

“T still maintain that Sled Island 
would work better in Edmonton,” in- 
sisted Ben Good, manning the CDs 
at Blackbyrd Myoozik. Good points 
out that we simply have a better (as 
in “more supportive”) music scene 
up here—despite the strong Virgin 
Fest (hoser) and Sled Island (indie 
cred) lineups. In theory, we'd fo’ sho’ 
be able to make a better go of it-in 
terms of shoulder-to-shoulder num- 
bers. But is that better? 

His boss, store-owner Arthur Fa- 
fard, describes the festival as awe- 
some, and expresses particularly ex- 
citement over the fest’s best venue, 
Calgary's Legion, where seminal 
punk band Wire played a good set 
Besides the music, especially Se- 
cret Machines, Fafard’s says on the 
main site you could just walk over 
from one brilliant band to the next 
without too many suckas in your 
way. And that’s a delicate balance. 
Consider Calgary's folk fest which, 
and I’m speaking from experience, 
gets overwhelmingly effusive com- 
parative praise. It’s quite easy to walk 
right up to the main stage and even 
stand wherever you like without some 
squinting fucking tarp prospector 
dialing 911 like they would here. In 
other words, sometimes smaller is 
better. 

But, for the record, Sled Island did 
manage to more than double its size 
in its second year—nearly 18,000 
wandered through over 2007's 
8,000. Hopefully, that’s enough to 
keep Alberta's coolest festival going. 
Just one wee thing | can for sure say 
they did wrong was misspell Paul 
Coutts’ name as Kutz—a little em- 
barrassing, considering he's actually 
Cowtown's greatest permanent ex- 
port here. 

The only way to deal with this is 
straight revenge, | figure. Okay, here 
goes: Lanee Muckdawnold. How 
do you like them bananas? 

This doesn’t have much to do with 


music, but it’s a funny story. You 
may or may not know that covere- 
dinoil-blogpot.com is the funniest 
Oilers blog in the city, run by two 
Edmonton expats and human salt- 
shaker Dave Berry over at the other 
weekly. Anyway, when cartoonist 
Mike Winters flew in this week, he 
ended up beside the Oil’s coach. Let's 
hear him explain what happened: 
“So Craig MacTavish walked on 
to my plane the other day like it was 
a totally normal thing to do, Star- 
bucks coffee in hand. While | could 
totally imagine how annoying it 
might be for Edmonton near-royalty 
to take a direct flight to Edmonton 
amongst economy-class commoners 
who might blow spitballs about past 
Oilers glory, MacT was decidedly a 
man of the people, getting into his 
Westjet seat one leg at a time. Sitting 
across from me, I tried to think of 
something to say, but I realized that 





most of it would be saying stuff he’s 
heard a million times: ‘Remember 
that Stanley Cup-winning faceoff 
in Game 7? That was awesome.’ 
Instead, I played it cool and tried to 
not bother him with questions about 
why Zack Stortini played on the 
powerplay last season 

“The heartwarming part of the 
story is that MacTavish went out of 
his way to strike up a conversation 
with a Spanish couple sitting next 
to him, and upon learning that they 
were actually moving to Edmonton, 
went out of his way to recommend 
the place: “Where are you staying? 
Well, there’s some great restaurants 
there. And there’s Hawrelak Park 
and the river valley, which is nice,’ 
even at one point revealing which 
neighbourhood he lived in. By the 
end of the flight, other people near- 
by starting asking some questions. 
One middle-aged lady: ‘Are you guys 
working on any trades today?’, which 
MacTavish handled with his usual 
laconic good humour and class. 

“Walking towards baggage, a biker 
dude asked the Spanish couple if 
they knew who that guy was, which 
I don’t think they did. I made a joke 
that MacT spends most of his sum- 
mer on flights chatting up newcom- 
ers to the city to make them feel wel- 
come, which thankfully got a laugh. 
I realized I hadn't said anything all 
flight, giving a local celebrity space 
that he didn't seem to need. Nice 
guy.” 

Winters, who now lives in smelly- 
wicked Toronto, is currently working 
on Flash animations which you can 
watch at chamberofcomics. blogspot. 
com, especially if you run Firefox 
and like brontosaurus fellatio. You 
do, right? 


agenda | news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the hack 








VENUE GUIDE 


180 DEGREES RESTAURANT & NIGHTCLUB 
10730-107 AVE. 414-0233 } 
ARDEN THEATRE #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 459-1542 | 
THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. 

ATLANTIC TRAP & GILL 7704-104 ST, 432-4611 
AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030-118 AVE. 477-2149 

AXIS CAFE 10349 JASPER AVE. 990-0037 
BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 ST. 430-9200 

BAR WILD 1055] WHYTE AVE. 432-0814 

BELL & COURT PUB 200-10A MAIN BLVD. SHERWOOD 
PARK 464-1326 

BLACK DOG 10425-82 AVE. 439-1082 
BLIND PIG #32 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 418-6332 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 AVE. 989-2861 
BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-62AVE. 439-5058 
B-STREET BAR 11818-1I1 AVE. 414-0545 

BUDDY’S 117258 JASPER AVE. 488-7736 

BUD'S LOUNGE CAPILANO MALL, 98 AVE. & 50 ST. 
469-5588 

CAFE LEVA11053-86 AVE. 479-5382 

CAFEBRITT 1-20 MCLEOD AVE, SPRUCE GROVE 962-2511 
THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 9351-118 AVE. 
471-1580 

CASTLEDOWNS PUB 16753-100 ST. 457-7111 

CASINO EDMONTON 7055 ARGYLL RD. 463-9467 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 ST. 424-9467 
CENTURY CASINO 13103 FORTRO. 643-4000 
CHIMMY"S 8304-144 AVE, 478-170 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 MILLBOURNE RD. 
462-6565 

CLIFF’S PUB & PANTRY 8214-175 ST. 487-8887 
COCODI 10160-1004 ST. 425-1717 
COAST TO COAST PUB 5552 CALGARY TRAIL 439-8675 
CROWN & ANCHOR PUB 15277 CASTLEDOWNS RD. 
472-7696 

CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 428-5618 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-15] AVE. 473-1961 

THE DRUID 1/606 JASPER AVE, 454-9928 

DUSTERS PUB 6402-118 AVE. 474-5554 

ECCO PUB 9605-66 AVE. 435-5050 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. 453-3663 

ELEMENT LOUNGE 10807-106 AVE, 420-1530 
EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM, UPPER LEVEL PHASE I, 
486-9494 

EMPRESS ALE HOUSE 9912-82 AVE. 758-2754 
ESMERELDA'S THE RAMADA ON KINGSWAY, 
11634-KINGSWAY AVE. 453-7320 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 AVE. 471-9125 
FESTIVAL PLACE 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK 
464-2852 

FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 ST. 439-9788 

FILTHY MCNASTYS 2ND FL, 10511-82 AVE. 432-5224 
FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR 13403 FORT 
RD. 406-2916 ’ 

FOUR ROOMS 137 CITY CENTREEAST, 426-4767 

FOX PUB 10125-109 ST. 990-0680 

FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO 484 RIVERBEND 
SQUARE, 433-9623 

FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 AVE. 433-9676 

GAS PUMP 10160-1II4 ST. 488-4843 

H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE 10044-82 AVE. 
433-5794 

HALO 10538 JASPER AVE, 423-4256 
HAWKEYE’S TOO 10044-102ST, 421-9898 

HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 AVE. 490-7359 

HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. 452-1168 
HULBERT’S 7601-115 ST. 436-1161 

IVORY CLUB & EBONY LOUNGE 2940 CALGARY TR. 
SOUTH, 465-6800 

JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR 9640-142, 451-8890 
JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10610-100 AVE. 426-5381 

JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE 9221-34 AVE. 
466-6552 

JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE 1045-155 ST. CENTRE FOR 
THEARTS, 497-4340 

J.R. GRILL & BAR 3901-106 ST. 436-4403 

JUGS PUB 7450-82 AVE. 465-4046 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY 
AVE. 452-7770 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB 11720-82ST. 471-4705 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 ST. 461-0587 

LBS PUB 23 AKINS DR,, ST. ALBERT, 460-9100 

THE LOCKER ROOM 10209-100 AVE. 421-8892 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 70025-101 ST. 428-1818 
MEGATUNES 1035-82 AVE. 434-6342 

METRO BILLIARDS 10250-106 ST. 990-0704 
MOJO'S PLACE 10115-88 AVE, FORT SASK. 992-0505 
MONA LISA PUB 9606-118 AVE. 477-7752 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10118-79 ST. 450-9906 
MURRIETA’S 10612-82 AVE. 438-4100 
MUTTART HALL ALBERTA COLLEGE, 10050 MACDON- 
ALDDR. 497-5040 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 10354 JASPER 
AVE. 425-9730 

NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE. 490-1999 
NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE, 429-CLUB 

NIKITA'S 10162-1004 ST. 414-0606 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535-1094 
AVE. 452-6610 

O'BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 JASPER AVE. 482-4767 

THE OVERDRIVE 6104-104 ST, 439-9485 

THE PAWN SHOP 2NDFL., 10551-82 AVE. 432-0814 


PEPPERS 320 WESTMOUNT CENTRE, 113 AVE. & 135 ST. 
451-8022 

































































































- LIVEMUSIC 


POP & ROCK 
MOURNING WOOD, TABASCO CAT & GUESTS THE 
URBAN LOUNGE 

BROTHER VOODOO - TOUR KICK OFF PARTY W/ 
GUESTS MEAD HALL ALL AGES 


DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 

DJ HARRY JAMES THE DOCKS Every Thursday. 

I LOVE 80S NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE w/ Dexter Nebula & 
Anarchy Adam. Every Thursday. 

HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Drum & 
bass w/ DJs Dreadnought, PhatCat, MC Enlite, and guests. 
Every Thursday. 

JUNIOR BROWN RED STAR Every Thursday. 

MIA FELLOW BUDDY’S w/ DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy, Every 
Thursday. 

SALSA STYLE THURSDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Every Thursday. 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
w/ Urban Substance Sound Crew. Every Thursday. 

DJ GENERIC & DJ DEGREE THE VELVET UNDERGROUND 


BLUES & ROOTS 
TIM COTTON SHERLOCK HOLMES WEST 
EDMONTON MALL, BOURBON STREET 
DUANE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES 


HOT PICK 


| THEMOD CLUB HALO Soul, R&B, indie Brit pop, new wave, 


feggae & classic punk, DJs Blue Jay & Travy D. Every Friday. 
| NEON NIGHTS THE BANK Every Friday. 
RED FRIDAYS THE DOCKS Military appreciation night. 
Every Friday. 
ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS GLOBE TAP BAR & GRILL 
Every Friday. 


SEXY FRIDAY 180 DEGREES Reggae and Top 40 w/ Genera- 


ton IIVEXX & DJ G-Unitt. Every Friday. 


ALTERNATIVE 

BENJAMMIN THE EMPRESS Every Saturday, 

THROUGH THE MESSENGER, GHOST AND GLASS, 
SALLY HARDESTY, SUFFER THE CHILDREN MEAD HALL 
ALLY’S KRACKER’S BIG RIVER SEAN BREWER W/ 

| GUESTS THE PAWN SHOP Free before 10 pm. 


POP & ROCK 
| BADJUDGEMENT THE URBAN LOUNGE 
ROBIN HUNTER &THE SIX FOOT BULLIES THE IRISH 
CLUB 
| (ROCKABILLY HALL OF FAME) ART ADAMS & RONNIE 
| HAYWARD STARLITEROOM 
JIMMY WHIFFEN DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 
FERRY CORSTEN COWBOYS 


BLUES & ROOTS 
TIM COTTON SHERLOCK HOLMES, 
WEM-BOURBON STREET 






RICE HOWARD WAY TONK TONK TONK TONK DUANE ALLEN SHERLOCK 
HOLMES, RICE HOWARD WAY 
riser nape ae BLUE OYSTER CULT CHUCK BROWN SHERLOCK 


HOLMES CAPILANO MALL- NORTH 
ENTRANCE 


FRIDA 
ALTERNATIVE 
SCOTT COOK DUO FRESH START BISTRO 


DJ ASSAULT W/GUESTS THE PAWN SHOP 
THE PARLOUR MOB & GUESTS THE STARLITE ROOM 


POP & ROCK 

BAD JUDGEMENT THE URBAN LOUNGE 
HELCION TOUR ‘08 KIB AGENTS MEAD HALL 
JAM SESSION /RISH CLUB 

JIMMY WHIFFEN DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 
BLUE OYSTER CULT CENTURY CASINO 

LIL WAYNE EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


BLUES & ROOTS 


SLOWBURN SIDELINER’S PUB 

TIM COTTON SHERLOCK HOLMES, WEM-BOURBON STREET 
DUANE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES, RICE HOWARD WAY 
CHUCK BROWN SHERLOCK HOLMES, CAPILANO MALL 


DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 

BITCH BITCH BITCH NEW CITY SUBURBS Every Friday. 
CONNECTED FRIDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Local 
house & international guest DJs. Every Friday. 

DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB Every Friday. 

DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY'S Every Friday. 

DJ LOOSE CANNON /RON HORSE Every Friday. 

DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS Every Friday. 
FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM Every Friday. 
FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE DJ Groovy Cuvy, DJ 
Fuuze. Every Friday. 

FRIDAY NIGHT FREAK OUT NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE w/ 
Anarchy Adam and G-Whiz. Every Friday. 

JUICY DJ SUEDE LOUNGE Every Friday. 





How could we resist the 
Cowbell joke here? 
July 4 
CENTURY CASINO 


HOLMES Capilano Mall- 
JAZZ 
JAZZ GRIND EXPERIMENT & 
GUESTS VELVET UNDERGROUND 


ALTERNATIVE 


TOM MEAD SECOND CUP 12336-124 ST. Classical Guitar 


DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 

DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S House, progressive, trip-hop. 

Every Sunday. 
GOT TO GIVE IT UP BLACK D0G w/DJ Red Dawn. Every 
Sunday. 

| HOUSE ARREST STOLLI'S w/ Johnny Dangerous, Andy 
Inertia, and guests. Every Sunday. 


POP & ROCK 
MARK KNOPFLER NORTHERN ALBERTA JUBILEE 
AUDITORIUM 

| ASHES DIVIDE THE STARLITEROOM 


BLUES & ROOTS 
SHEMEKIA COPELAND BLUES ON WHYTE 


DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 

DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’'S Every Monday. 

ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK DOG w/ Confederacy of 

Dunces, Dad Rock, T) Hookah, and Rear Admiral Saunders. 
Every Monday. 

MUNCH ON METAL MONDAYS NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 

Every Monday. 


| ALTERNATIVE 


| ERIC’S TRIP + DOG DAY STARLITE ROOM 


POP & ROCK 


BILLY IDOL RIVER CREE CASINO 


DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 

DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S Every Tuesday. 

DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR Experimental indie rock, hip hop, 
and electro. Every Tuesday. 

COOL LATIN TUESDAYS FUNKY BUDDHA Dance Lessons. 
Every Tuesday. | 


BLUES & ROOTS 


SHEMEKIA COPELAND BLUES ON WHYTE 


music listings 


OPEN STAGE 


THURSDAY 

180 DEGREES 9 pm. Hip hop open mic hosted by DJ Dirty 
Neediz 

BACKDRAUGHT PUB 9 pm. Everyone welcome. 

DUSTERS PUB 9 pm-| am. Hosted by The Wonitha Thomas 
Band. 

EDDIE SHORTS 9 pm. 

JR. GRILL & BAR 9 pm-] am. Hosted by The Shameless 
Plugs. All styles welcome, B.Y.0 instrument, drums & PA 
provided. 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 8 pm. Bring your 
own instruments, poetry, etc. 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 7 pm. Jam 
hosted by the Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Association. info: 


| Ray, 457-9417. 


| ZUCCHERO7:30 pm. 


ALTERNATIVE 
DANKSOUL RECORDINGS PRESENTS: TURN DOWN 
THE SUCK 2 VELVET UNDERGROUND S10 


POP & ROCK 

SEPTEMBER STONE, FENIX FOUNDATION + GUESTS 
URBAN LOUNGE $5 

DAVID LEE MURPHY Cll CITY ROADHOUSE 


SATURDAY 

BLUES ON WHYTE 4-8:30 pm. Afternoon jam. 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 7-10 pm. Music and 
poetry open mic. 

COAST TO COAST 9 pm-2 am. w/ Troy P Wright. 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 1ST SAT EVERY MONTH 1-5 pm. 
Hosted by Karyn Stirling. Info: www.expressionzcafe.com. 


| MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 7-10 pm. Hosted by Tommy. info: 


DJS/CLUB NIGHTS 


BEATPARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLL/'S Every Wednesday. 


| DJHARLEY THE BANK Every Wednesday. 
| GLITTER GULCH WEDNESDAYS BLACK DOG w/ DJ Buster 


\CONCERTS 


Friendly. Every Wednesday. 

GUEST DJ RED STAR Every Wednesday. 

ROCK OUT WITH YER BOX OUT NEW CITY Every 

Wednesday. 

WILD CHERRY WEDNESDAYS STOLL/'S w/ Tripswitch, | 
Rezidnt Funk, Steve Velocity, Fusion. Every Wednesday. 
WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS-HIP-HOP VELVET UNDER- 
GROUND Every Wednesday. 


PLAY MUSIC SHOWCASE (N.AJ.A.) JULYSNOONTOSPM | 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM info: www.jubileeauditorium.com/ 
northern/community/play.asp. 

DAVIS CONCERT ORGAN CONCERT JULY 7, NOON. | 
WINSPEAR CENTRE 

MARK KNOPFLER With Special Guests /ULY 7 730 
PM. JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Tickets through Ticketmaster or 
780-451-8000. 


Www.morangostekcafes.com. 


| THENEW TAPHOUSE 3-7 pm. Molson open stage, hosted 


by Carmen Cook. 
STRATHEARN PUB 2ND SAT EVERY MONTH 5-9 pm. Hosted 
by The Royal Tease, followed by karaoke. xwrecks 7 PM. 


SUNDAY 
SONG WRITER'S STAGE HULBERT’S 7610 115 St.Hosted by 
Rhea March. Info: www.hulberts.ca. 


| DUSTERS PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band. 
| EDDIE SHORTS 9 pm. Hosted by Rob Taylor, instruments 


and gear provided. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Afternoon jam hosted by Rock ‘n Roll 
Kenny. 

OPEN MIC THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 


| 9351-118 avenue Doors @7 pm Every Saturday 


NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 3-6 pm. Hosted by Willie James 
& Crawdad. 


| O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 9 pm. Hosted by Joe Bird. 


THE OVERDRIVE 1:30-5 pm. “Anything Goes” afternoon 


| acoustic jam hosted by The Shufflehound, 


TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 9:30 pm. 


+ Do not bring firewood 


into Alberta 


+ Elm Pruning Ban is April 1 
+ Elm trees from a DED infected province 
be shipped into Alberta 


SOCIETY TO PREVENT 


DUTCH ELM DISEASE can not 


— September 30 


imo] manlola—Mialvelgant-\ie]amer-1| cule = 0010/0) 


Alberta 


-\elom-t-). aie) @-lO\coréserslo ic) 


www.STOPDED.org 
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Wailin’ Away | Mark Sasso of Elliott Brood screams his guts out in the basement of Megatunes on Whyte last week before heading to Sled Island. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


EAMON MCGRATH W/ 40 
THIEVES 

WUNDERBAR : JUNE 29 

The German beer was flowing, sweat 
was simmering impatiently beneath 
skins, and the impending chaos was. 
palpable. Following a week of celebra- 
tory local press, the CD release show for 
Eamon McGrath's stunning new record 
Wild Dogs packed Wunderbar up proper. 
There was going to be a Sunday night 
melee, and no one could help it. 

40 Thieves started things off, tearing 
outa short but sweet set of uprock punk 
numbers. The Thieves showed off their 
dexterity, switching mics and bringing in 
a guest vocalist at the end for some well 
timed, rap-inspired fusion. 
Now, although the recent solo and duo 

performances that McGrath has given 

in the local noise scene had taken a de- 
parture from his traditional punk ethos, 
however this show returned to the source 
of punk-rock inspiration. A crowd en- 
circled McGrath's skin-and-bones frame 
as he paced about in front of his full 
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band on the bar-room floor, summoning 
a tidal wave of chords against a frontline 
of eager moshers. Song for song, there 
was no fixed set-up: tables, amps, the 
floor, and the crowd all supported his 
weight as McGrath poured his soul and 
spit through a distorted microphone that 
was eventually shared with nearly every 
member of the happily ruined audience. 
Anote to those departing Edmonton: 


- with a scene like this happening in your 


backyard, why would you want to live 
anywhere else in Canada? 
JUSTIN LANGILLE 


CHRIS TARRY GROUP 
YARDBIRD SUITE + JUNE 25 

| can imagine that festival scheduling 
has its highs and lows. Low: It would be 
hard for say, an up and coming jazz group 
to be pitted, same time, different venue 
against... Wynton Marsalis. High: Having 
a packed house and Wynton Marsalis 
show up to watch you play. | should 
have known when | arrived to a group of 
uncharacteristically giddy jazz players 


that the Chris Tarry Group was going to 
be a good show—local trio leader Nathan 
Ouellette could barely stay in his seat. 

“It doesn't matter what type of jazz 
you like, if you're going to see any show 
at Jazzfest, see Chris Tarry,” he says. Play- 
ing a mix of “fusion contemporary jazz” 
according to the Jazzfest book, and what 
everyone else just describes as “what's 
happening in New York right now” their 
low key demeanor and incredible talent 
won over the crowd who are, to be hon- 
est, a little intimidating with their jazz 
chops. Tarry, the bass player of the group, 
dispelled any pretenses immediately 
with friendly chitchat and laughter, even 
encouraging heckling though warning 
that the band gives as good as it gets. It 
lent the entire night the feeling of being 
in your friend's living room watching 
them do what they love, and what 
everyone loves to watch them do: make 
really, really good jazz. That, musician or 
audience, has to be the biggest high of 
them all. 

ANDREA MCQUADE 
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JUL 4 — BLUE OYSTER CULT Century Casino 

JUL 4-5— BOONSTOCK FESTIVAL Gibbons, AB 
JUL7— MARK KNOPFLER Jubilee Auditorium 

JUL 7 — ASHES DIVIDE Starlite Room 

JUL B — BILLY IDOL River Cree Casino 

JUL 8 —ERICS TRIP Starlite Room 
JULTI—KID ROCK Rexall Place 

JULTI—JIMMY EAT WORLD Edmonton Event Centre 
JULI —STAMPEDERS Century Casino 

JUL 12 — JAMES TAYLOR Rexall Place 

JULTB —50 CENT Shaw Conference Centre 

JUL T7 — BRIAN BYRNE Dinwoodie Lounge 

JULT? — THE BLACK CROWES Norther Alberta Jubilee 
Auditorium 

SULT? — NAZARETH, HEADPINS River Cree Casino 
JULT7— WYCLEF JEAN, AKON, SEAN PAUL Rexall Place 
SUL T7-19 — MOTION NOTION FESTIVAL Bent River 
Valley Ranch 

JUL19—MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK Starlite Room 
JUL 22 —NICK GILDER Churchill Square 

JUL23—SOY GEORGE Edmonton Event Centre 
JUL24 —LOS STRAIGHTIACKETS Pawn Shop 

JUL 24 — TED NUGENT River Cree Casino 

JUL 25 — KASKADE Bank Ultralounge 
JUL26—SERENA RYDER Winspear Centre 

JUL 27 —JUDAS PRIEST Shaw Conference Centre 

JUL 77 —ME'SHELL NDEGEOCELLO Starlite Room 
JUL 27 — THE ZOMBIES, COLIN BLUNSTONE, ROD 
ARGENT Century Casino 

JUL28 — ANI DIFRANCO Winspear Centre 

JUL 28 —NINE INCH NAILS, CRYSTAL CASTLES Rexall 
Place 

AUG 7-10 — EDMONTON FOLK FESTIVAL Gallagher Park 
AUG 12—TOM PETTY & THE HEARTBREAKERS, STEVE 
WINWOOD Rexall Place 

AUG 13 — MOTLEY CRUE, PAPA ROACH, BUCKCHERRY 
Rexall Place 

AUG 17 — GERRY AND THE PACEMAKERS Century Casino 
AUG 22 — OCTOPUS PROJECT Velvet Underground 
AUG 24—3 DOORS DOWN, HINDER, STAIND Rexall Place 
AUG 29 — AIRBOURNE Edmonton Event Centre 

AUG 29 LAGWAGON Dinwoodie Lounge 

AUG 29 — OASIS, RYAN ADAMS Rexall Place 

AUG 31 —BACKSTREET BOYS Rexall Place 

SEP 2—LEE ‘SCRTACH' PERRY Urban Lounge 

SEP 4—FINTROLL Starlite Room 

SEP 5 —ALL AMERICAN REJECTS, FABER DRIVE, SIMPLE 
PLAN Rexall Place 

SEP 8 —D.0.A., RANCID, WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES 
Shaw Conference Centre 

SEP 9 — BLOC PARTY, FOALS Edmonton Event Centre 
SEP 9 — SANTANA Rexall Place 

SEP 13 —ELTON JOHN Rexall Place 

SEP 14 — DAVE STEWART Winspear Centre 

SEP 16 —NEIL DIAMOND Rexall Place 

SEP 21 —BONNIE TYLER Festival Place 

SEP 27 —ALICE COOPER Jubilee Auditorium 

SEP 27 — KELLY CLARKSON, REBA MCINTYRE Rexall 
Place 

OCT 2—SHERYL CROW, JIM CUDDY Rexall Place 

OCT 4 —DAVID KNOPFLER Festival Place 

OCT 4— GARNET ROGERS Queen Alexandra Hall 

OCT 16 —FEIST Rexall Place 

OCT 20 — ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK Winspear Centre 
OCT 24-25 —CELINE DION Rexall Place 

NOV 5 —/AN TYSON Winspear Centre 

NOV 17 —NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK Rexall Place 
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MONDAY 

LB’S PUB 9 pm-12:30 am. Hosted by Shaved Posse: Ken, 
Fred, Gordie, and Matt. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7 pm. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted by 
Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society. Info: Willy, 474-5270. 
THE IVORY CLUB 8 pm. Hosted by Marty Vinko, 

ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 9 pm-I2.am. w/ Mike 
McDonald and Sherry-Lee Wisor, 


TUESDAY 

THE DRUID 9 pm. Hosted by Chris Wynters, 

SIDELINERS PUB 8 pm. All Star Jam. Hosted by Alicia Tait 
and Rickey Sidecar. 

THE TAPHOUSE 8:30 pm-1 am. Moosehead Jam, hosted by 
Mark Ammar, Dale Collins, and Noel Mackenzie. 


WEDNESDAY 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 7:30 pm hosted by ido vanderlaan 
CAFE BRITT 7-9 pm. Hosted by Paul LePage. 

THE ROCK PUB Acoustic night. 

EDDIE SHORTS Open jam, all gear provided. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 7:30 pm. Hosted by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 
LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 8 pm. Hosted by Brian 
Gregg. Info: wwwlittleflower.ca. or 429-3624. 

THE NEW TAPHOUSE 9 pm. Hosted by Danny Floyd. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7:30 pm. Bluegrass jam hosted by 
Northern Bluegrass Circle Music Society. 

STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Acoustic open mic every Wed. Email 
Jessie at jLjalbert@gmail.com by Mondays to book a spot 
that week. 


KARAOKE 


B-STREET BAR Wed-Sun w/ Brad Scott. 

BLIND PIG Wed & Friw/ Shelley. 

BUD’S LOUNGE Fri & Sat, 9 pm-1:30 am w/ Mr, Entertain- 
Ment. 

CHIMMY’S Thu, Fri, Sat 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ Jimmy. 
CHRISTOPHER'S PUB Tue, 9 pm. w/ Sonia/Prosound, 
CROWN & ANCHOR PUB Thu, 10:30 pm. 

CLIFF’S PUB & PANTRY Sat & Sun w/ Krista, Liquid 
Entertainment. 

DEVANEYS Thu, 8pm. 

DOYLE’S PUB Fri, 10 pm-2 am w/ Cathy. Sat, 10 pm-2am 
w/ Ewan. 

THE DRUID Wed, 9 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 

DUSTER’S PUB Sat. | 
D.W’S PUB & GRILL Fri, 9-1 am. Hosted by Mr. Entertain- 
ment. 

ECCO PUB Mon, 9 pm-1 am w/ Sonia/Prosound Produc- 
tions. 

ELEMENT LOUNGE Wed, 9 pm. 

FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR Fri, 9pm-lam 
w/ Angel How. 

FOX PUB Tue, 9 pm. 

FUNKY BUDDHA Sun, 9:30 pm w/ Mr. Entertainment. 
GAS PUMP Tue & Wed, 9 pm- 1 am w/ Gord's Live Jukebox. 
H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun. 
HAWKEYES TOO Fri & Sat, 8 pm w/ Hot Karaoke Produc- 
tions, 

HILLTOP PUB Thu, 9:30 pm. 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Thu & Fri w/ Krista, Liquid Entertain- 
ment. 

INGLEWOOD PUB Thu 9:30-2 w/ Gordo, Fri & Sat w/ Jolly 
Greg Giant. 

JUGS PUB Sat, 9 pm. 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB Tue & Sun, 6-10 pm. Except 
2nd Tue of the month. 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH Fri & Sat. 10pm-2am Gord's Live 
Jukeox. 

L.B.’S PUB Tue, 9:30 pm-1:30 am w/ The Karaokenuts. 
THE LOCKER ROOM PUB Mon, 9 pm-1 am w/ Norm. 
METRO BILLIARDS Tue, 10 pm -2 am. w/ Lounge Lizard 
Entertainment. 

MOJO’S Fri, 9:30 pm. w/Sonia/Prosound Productions. 
MONA LISA PUB Thu-Sat, 9:30 pm-2 am. Sat, w/ Cathy. 
NIKITA’S Tue & Thu, 7 pm-midnight w/ Shelley. 

ON THE ROCKS Mon, 9:30 pm. Drink the Bar Dry Karaoke 
w/ Scott Parsons, Mr. Entertainment. 

OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB & GRILL Sat, 9pm 
w/ Jennie Joy. 

RAMADA SOUTH Thu, 8 pm Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Sun, 8 
pm-midnight w/ Colin & Ed, Almost Famous. 

RATT Tues, 9 pm. Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Wed, 8 pm w/ 
Colin, Almost Famous. 

ROSARIO’S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL Daily, 9 pm 
WOODYS PUB Mondays & Saturdays with Host Chad, 
8pm-I2am | 
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MOVIE INTERVIEW - MUMBLECORE- BY PAUL MATWYCHUK (1.772 words 


OME LEARN THE SECRET HANDSHAKE 





TODD ROHAL'S THE 
GUATEMALAN HANDSHAKE 
IS THE YEAR'S STRANGEST, 
SADDEST COMEDY... AND 
MAYBEITS BEST 





THE GUATEMALAN HANDSHAKE 

Directed by Todd Rohal. Metro Cinema (Zeidler Hall, The 
Citadel). Sat, July 5 (8:30pm) & Mon, July 7 (Spm). 
ok Ik 


Of the six low-budget indie features 
screening this week as part of Metro 
Cinema’s “Generation DIY” series, 
Todd Rohal’s The Guatemalan Hand- 
shake is very much the odd film out. 

Where movies like LOL and Qui- 
et City aim for artless naturalism, 


AnExplosively Funny Performance | Kathleen Kennedy plays sad-sack che owner “Ethel Firecracker” in Todd Rohal’s The Sena Handshake PHOTO COURTESY OF BENTEN FILMS 


Handshake feels like the work of a 
filmmaker who knows exactly what 
effects he’s going for—a deadpan 
blend of comedy and poignancy that 
may leave some viewers uncertain 
of how to react, but which achieves 
many moments of surprising, unde- 
niable beauty. 

Oh yeah—the plot. Well, that’s a 
hard one. The Guatemalan Hand- 
shake begins with the unexplained 
disappearance of a hapless young 
man named Donald Turnupseed 
(Will Oldham)—one moment he’s 
driving his bright orange electric car 
down the Pennsylvania highway, and 
the next he’s wandered out of the 
frame, never to return. The rest of 
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George Washington, it's a melan- 
choly, humane comedy set in one 
of the few remaining corners of the 
U.S.A. that hasn't yet been colonized 
by technology—a place of roller 
rinks, amusement park rides, and 
demolition derbies, where telephone 
booths still exist and cordless phones 
apparently have yet to be invented. 
It's a great place to wander around in 
for an hour and a half. 

Todd Rohal talked to SEE this week 
from his home in Brooklyn. 


SEE Magazine: This movie feels so 
different from the usual kind of Sun- 
dance-approved pictures that most 
people think of when they hear the 


you have a vision for something you 


wanted to make that doesn’t have a 
giant, obvious chance of returning 
its money, the only way to do it is to 
do it yourself. So you'd see other stu- 
dents not finishing their projects be 
cause no one was pushing them, and 
others who were really digging into 
projects that weren't for giant audi- 
ences but for very specific people. 
That was very exciting to me. 

SEE: Is The Guatemalan Hand- 
shake the kind of movie you always 
wanted to make, or were you sur- 
prised at all to find yourself making 
something this odd? 

TR: In some ways | am! You know, 
it's already so hard to get a movie 


On SCTEEN 


clothes and who gets made fun of. 
But really, that should be encouraged! 
Even if your clothes are mismatched, 
there's something in that spirit that 
really needs encouragement. It’s so 
easy to knock down the retarded kid, 
you know? 

SEE: This was your first feature, 
and you were working with a lot of 
nonprofessionals. Did you feel confi- 
dent on the set? Did you feel like you 
were in control of the movie's tone? 

TR: Well, | had made four short 
films before this one, so | felt fairly 
confident as a director. But at the 
same time, 1 was so worried about 
not being prepared—we really had 
no backup plans if something went 





Handshake aims for stylized hu- 
mour. Where the alienating Frown- 
land was shot on 16mm and blown 
up to a grainy-looking 35mm print, 
Handshake is bathed in warm orang- 
es and browns—sunset hues straight 
out of a Terrence Malick movie. And 
where a lot of these so-called “mum- 
blecore” movies feel like the work 
of young directors and actors still 
finding their voices and groping for 
greater meaning, The Guatemalan 


the film is an Altmanesque ensemble 
piece about the family and friends 
Donald has left behind, including 
his father (who's trying to figure out 
how to get into the locked shed in his 
backyard), his ex-girlfriend (who's 
busy preparing for that weekend's 
demolition derby), .and a little girl 
named Turkeylegs (who seems to 
be the only person in the world who 
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phrase “independent film.” What's 
your background, and where did 
your sensibility form? 

Todd Rohal: Well, | couldn't afford 
the bigger film schools, so 1 went to 
film school at a small university 
in Ohio. It was very experimental- 
based. I thought I’d go there for a 
couple of years and transfer to NYU 
or something, but once | got there, 
it was really invigorating. We had a 


lot a precdon. For me to see that if _ who shows up. at school with wei weird 
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made, to write a script and get it 
filmed and get it into a festival. There 
are so many things against you, why 
make it even more difficult for your- 
self? I get a little frustrated with my- 
self that way, but I also get frustrated 
with the kind of audiences and crit- 
ics who keep calling for new things 
but then whenever anyone pops their 
head up with something different, 
they chop it off. I felt like the new kid 


wrong, So | feel such a sense of ac- 
complishment with this movie—I 
think we pulled off some pretty im- 
possible stuff. We had no money, 
and to get so many of the images 
just right, just the way I'd imagined 
them, was such.a cool feeling. You 
sit at your: desk for so long thinking 
of these image e pee then tg at 
this amazing 
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everything. 

SEE: The script definitely has the 
feel of something you tailored to the 
talents of certain actors. 

TR: In some cases, yeah. And a lot 
of the people we cast were from the 
town we shot in, so it was we'd pick 
the town, and that would then pro- 
vide the pool of actors we'd choose 


- from. Not even actors—a lot of the 


cast were people who'd never acted 
before but who had good faces. I re- 
ally wanted audiences to have no 
idea of who these people are, like in 
a foreign film, so they’d have no idea 
of where the story would go. 

SEE: The only person I'd ever seen 
before was Will Oldham, who disap- 
pears, like, 10 minutes into the story. 

TR: Yeah, and then we went and 
played the lead in that movie Old Joy, 
which sort of stole the thunder from 
our movie. 

SEE: I'm curious: when exactly 
is the movie supposed to be taking 
place? Is it, like 1979? Or is it the 
present day, except that nobody's 
bought anything new since the 
"80s? 

TR: That's amazing that you said 
that, because that was exactly our 
concept: it’s the present day but no 
one has bought anything since, like, 
1984. Everyone just got budget-con- 
scious at some point in the past and 
everything froze at a certain year. It's 
like what's cool about Cuba—all the 
cars are out of date. 

SEE: Speaking of cars, the movie 
ends with a demolition derby, and on 
the Guatemalan Handshake DVD, 
one of the bonus features is a short 
film about demolition derbies. What 
is it about demolition derbies that ap- 
peals to you so much? 

TR: | don’t know. It’s the only sport 
[really like going to and that can hold 
my attention. It's a really Midwest- 
ern activity. It’s so populist and yet 
it seems like it should be such a rich 
person's sport, you know? And the 
only movies that had ever been made 
about it are, like, Pitstop or some 
Roger Corman picture, so it seemed 
like it was about time someone made 
another movie in that world. 

SEE: What is the ideal reaction 
you'd like to get from people who see 
this movie? Is it enough for them to 
say, “It made me laugh,” or is there a 
deeper reaction you're hoping for? 

TR: Yeah. | feel it's really connec- 
tion when people pick up on the sad- 

ness of it, and how it’s about loss. 
I think all these characters have a 
sense of humour about the situations 
they're in—I think that's a great per- 
sonality trait, when you can be going 
through hard times and still have a 
sense of humour about it. That was 
my big goal with the movie—to trans- 
late this feeling of joy and sadness 
and commiseration to the screen, 
And | really wanted to have the hap- 
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piest depressing ending possible, to 
have this headlong collision of feel- 
ings, where the little girl, Turkeylegs, 
is having the first adult realization of 
her life. And none of this is explicit, 


= but I hoped it would come through 


anyway. 

SEE: Do negative reactions to the 
film sting you? I’m thinking of some- 
thing like The Onion’s review, which 
found it too precious and whimsical 
for their tastes, which seems like an 
odd response to me. 

TR: Yeah, I can’t wrap my head 
around it either. It's the most depress- 
ing thing, when you feel like people 
are coming in with some other bag- 
gage. | know that ever since Juno 
came out, the word “quirky” sudden- 
ly started appearing in every single 
review. You're kind of at the mercy 
of the other films that are released at 
the same time as yours—before you 
know it, a critic winds up taking out 
their anger over Juno winning the 
Academy Award on me, you know? 
It's hard when a movie like this one, 
with no studio or anything behind it, 
gets a bad rap because of Juno—and 
people won't cut it some slack even 
though I made it three years before. 
It really burns; I put everything I had 
into it, and to have it dismissed be- 
cause I don’t have the backing of a 
studio to make me look “legitimate”... 
that's, like, every filmmaker’s night- 
mare right there. 


SEE: At the same time, it seems | 


like you’ve done okay for yourself. 





MONDO MUMBLECORE 


Curious about this whole mumblecore/DIY/ 
"bedhead cinema” movement that’s got 
those Film Comment geeks all worked up? 
Here’s SEE's invaluable guide to the other 
films showing at Metro Cinema this week as 
part of their Generation DIY series. 





DANCE PARTY, USA 5 
(Fri, July 4 @ 8:30pm/ Thy, July 10 @ 
8:30pm) 
At 65 minutes, Aaron Katz’ Dance Party, 
USA feels more like a well-wrought short 
story than a full-length film, but in the 
mumblecore world, modesty of ambition is 
a virtue. And Dance Party, USA is arguably 
the most mature and sophisticated of all 
the films in the “Generation DIY” series in 
its view of human relationships, despite the 
youth of its characters. 

The bulk of the film takes place during 
a Fourth of July party in Portland, Oregon. 
Gus (Cole Pennsinger), who's sort of a 
more morally conflicted version of Telly, the 
amoral sexual predator in Larry Clark's Kids, 
strikes up a conversation with the pretty, 
apathetic Jessica (Anna Kavan), during 
which he makes a shameful confession that 
simultaneously humanizes him and makes 
him seem even more of a monster. How will 
Jessica respond? Well, her reaction is surpris- 


| ing and elliptical in its motivations, but 


Katz’ decision to end the film on such an in- 


| conclusive note is part of what makes Dance 
Party, USA linger in the memory as long as it 


You've got this really beautiful DVD | 
from Benten Films, and for a low- | 


budget movie from an unknown re- 


gional director, it's achieved a certain | 


profile. It's no Juno, obviously, but are 
you surprised it’s gotten this much 
attention? Or are you surprised it 
hasn't gotten more? 

* TR: Well, I think every director, no 
matter what level they're at, always 


feels their movie isn’t achieving at | 


the level it should. The ones who get 
their movie distributed feel like the 
box office should have been better; 
the ones who get picked up by a big- 
ger company feel they should have 
been released to more cities. | guess 
I'm happy that people are able to see 
it, but it’s really hard to tell who's ac- 
tually watching it. 

SEE: Are you working on anything 
new? 

TR: Yeah, I've written a movie 
about my time in the Boy Scouts. 
It's based on this one incident where 
these scoutmasters faked the death 
of one of the other scoutmasters as a 
First Aid test, and the script is about 
how that incident kind of affected all 
of us in our lives. I’m hoping to put 
together a really good, weird cast. I 
think it’s going to happen; we've met 
some good people, and hopefully it 
won't be as much of a struggle as the 
first one. 





does. —Paul Matwychuk 
KKK 





THE DEATH OF INDIE ROCK 
(Sun, July 6 @ 8:30pm/Tve, July 8 @ 7pm) 
Shoestring, shot-on-video feature by 
Queen's University students about three 
buddies who relocate their band to Montreal 
in hopes of making it big, only to encounter 
stagnation, addiction, and chick troubles. 
Screenwriter Joe Savoni stars as self- 
important bass player Dillon, and it’s hard to 
tell whether he's consciously trying to make 
his character unappealing or whether he just 
comes off as a smirking, pretentious asshole. 
If you get past the self-conscious acting, 
awkward editing, uneven tone, and unin- 
tentionally hilarious depiction of drug use, 
you might notice that the filmmakers don't 
seem to have much of a feel for the milieu 
they're trying to exploit, nor for the natural 
cadences and rhythms of human speech. 
The music by Shitt Hottt, Tin Bangs, and 
A Day for Kites should have been used much 
more effectively because The Death of 
Indie Rock's greatest shortcoming is that it 
doesn't really rock at all. —Scott Lingley 
wari 





FOUR EYED MONSTERS 
(Sat, July 5 @ 7pm/Wed, July 9 @ 7pm) 
One part awkward love story, one part 
journey of self-discovery, Four Eyed Monsters 
follows two wannabe artists from New York: 
Arin, a skinny, awkward filmmaker who has 
trouble communicating with women, and 
Susan, an unsuccessful art school graduate 
uncertain of her future. After meeting on an 
internet dating site, and determined to defy 
the conventions of the dating scene, they 
struggle to avoid becoming a “four-eyed 
monster”—their term for a lame couple. 
Maybe it’s just another quirky arthouse 
love story, but Four Eyed Monsters is pretty 
sharp in its depiction of the roundabout 
methods a certain type of urban hipster can 
develop to communicate with the world. 
Arin and Susan crave challenge from their 
environment, but they also use their art as 
a defence mechanism, allowing others to 
view them only through the lens of their 
creations. And only when that lens is broken 
can they be seen for who they really are. 
Four Eyed Monsters has a lot to say about 
the insecurities of human interaction, even if 
it takes a while to spit it out. -Ramin Ostad 
Kk KIT 





FROWNLAND 

(Mon, July 7 @ 7pm/Wed, July 9 @ 8:30pm) 
Ronald Bronstein's Frownland is a slow, 
plodding movie about a painfully awkward 
door-to-door coupon salesman named 
Keith (Dore Mann). Keith lives in Brooklyn 
squalor, sleeping next to his oven ina 
cramped apartment with a roommate 
who considers him a “burbling troll." He's 
short, stalky, balding, and has seemingly 
uncontrollable tics, including an off-put- 
ting compulsion to rub his mouth. He's a 
hapless and manipulative con man whose 
boss doesn't respect him and whose 
brother won't even talk to him. You get the 
impression that Keith could use a kind word 
or even just a hug from someone... but you 
also know there's no way he'll be getting it 
from you. 

The film is an exaggerated commentary 
on masculine frailty and the sad, pathetic 
human condition. But its arduous, oppres- 
sive pace does little to help you empathize 
with Keith; Frownland spends its first 20 
minutes watching Keith pace awkwardly 
about his cramped home while a former 
lover cries about... well, who knows what? 

There's probably an interesting creative 
impulse underlying Frownland, an attempt 
on Bronstein’s part to shake up the mum- 
blecore genre's fondness for cuddly hipster 
protagonists. Sadly, all it does is make you 


wish you could put the whole thing in fast- 
forward. —Ramin Ostad 
Kk 





LOL 

(Sun, July 6 @ 7pm/Tue, July 8 @ 8:30pm) 
Perhaps the most perversely titled indie 
comedy/drama since Todd Solondz’ Happi- 
ness is Joe Swanberg’s LOL, which doesn't 
contain a single laugh-out-loud moment. 
But that's intentional: Swanberg couldn't be 
less interested in the kind of playful male- 
female banter that fuels most mainstream 
fomantic comedies. Instead, his male 
protagonists are too fixated on their laptops, 
their cellphones and their makeshift home- 
recording studios to pay much attention to 
what the women in their lives are saying. 

(In one scene, one guy IMs his buddy, who's 
sitting three feet away, about his girlfriend, 
who's sitting, neglected, on the floor 
between them.) 

LOL's unpolished, artless performances 
are tough to warm up to; we've all seen 
movies about “ordinary,” “inarticulate” 
young people before, but it takes you aback 
to see genuine inarticulateness on the 
screen. But Swanberg’s depiction of the 
mating habits of young, uncertain urban 
hipsters—the kind of people who make up a 
large part of this very newspaper's reader- 
ship—is painfully accurate. Just remember: 
the humour is more SQTM (Smiling Quietly 
To Yourself). —Paul Matwychuk 
Ka KT 





QUIET CITY 

(Fri, July 4 @ 7pm/Thu, July 10 @ 7pm) 

Aaron Katz’ Quiet City is the story of two 
strangers, a guy and a girl, who meet by 
chance at a train station, spend the next 24 
hours together, and gradually fall in love. Ba- 
sically, it’s the mumblecore version of Before 
Sunrise—the two actors are scruffier-looking, 
they don't have sex, and instead of wander- 
ing around Vienna, the biggest adventure 
they get into is when the guy goes off to pick 
up a hat from the friend who borrowed it, 
like, forever ago. 

But who needs action-packed drama, 
right? Erin Fisher and Cris Lankenau, the 
two leads, perform their mating dance with 
a tentativeness that's quite touching in this 
day and age, and Aaron Katz films the night- 
time cityscape with a loving eye—even on 
digital video, the deep-orange sunset over 
Brooklyn is a glorious sight to behold. Like 
the improvised song Fisher and Lankenau 
noodle play on the keyboard in his bedroom, 
Quiet City has a cheerful awkwardness that 
puts a smile on your face. —Paul Matwychuk 
kkk ks 
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IT 5 ASIDE FROM MAKING THE MUSIC AVAILABLE TO A 
WIDER AUDIENCE, HAS GLOBALIZATION 
AFFECTED HEAVY METAL AT ALL? 





MOVIE REVIEW - DEVIL-HORNS TRAVELOGUE - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON }536 words 


One Riff To Rule Them All 


THERE'S A METAL SCENE IN 
BRAZIL, INDONESIA, IRAN, AND 
INDIA, AND GLOBAL METAL 
PAYS A VISIT TO EACH ONE 





GLOBAL METAL 

Directed by Sam Dunn and Scot McFadyen. Opens Fri, 
June ZI. 

doko te sr 





Global Metal’s premise sounds more 
appropriate for a graduate thesis than 
a documentary. Directors Sam Dunn 
and Scot McFadyen set out investi- 
gate how globalization has shaped 
heavy metal music in the past 20 
years, and how the genre has been 
reimagined outside of its birthplace 
in the West, in countries like Indo- 
nesia, Brazil, Japan, India, and Is- 
rael. This quasi-academic approach 
makes sense, though, since (as the 
film’s first five minutes explain), 
Dunn started thinking about film- 
making while pursuing his master’s 
degree in anthropology. 

The real surprise, then, is that 
Global Metal—besides being well-re- 
searched and academically sound—is 
also fun to watch. It's informa- 
tive without being condescending, 
and shows a real exuberance for its 
subject without annoying viewers 
who don't already worship at the al- 


tar of Iron Maiden (myself among — 


them). 

As the film’s narrator as well as its 
biggest onscreen presence, Dunn is a 
major reason the film is so charming. 
He's tall and lanky, forever wearing 
the same Mastodon t-shirt and awk- 
wardly tucking his shoulder-length 
blond hair behind his ears. That 
earnest, unassuming quality makes 
him a likable character, but it also 
makes him an extremely effective 
interviewer: everyone seems to want 
to talk to the guy—not just Chinese 


Djakarta Rocks! | Global Metal proves that even as far away as Indonesia, the sound of metal speaks to the masses. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


record store owners and struggling 
metal bands from Iran, but ex-Mega- 
deth guitarist Marty Friedman (who 
now makes his career appearing on 
Japanese variety television) and even 
Lars Ulrich, the notoriously prickly 
drummer for Metallica. 

More importantly, Dunn has good 
instincts as a director, and he knows 
how to follow his story as it develops. 
While attending a makeshift metal 
show at a hotel in Mumbai, he goes 
upstairs and sees a traditional Indian 
wedding reception being held es- 
sentially next door; what follows is a 


nice parallel where both groups—who 
seem to have no common ground— 
get absolutely caught up in the mu- 
sic they love. There’s another scene 
where Dunn interviews some rather 
militant anti-Zionist metalheads in 
Indonesia, and just when you start to 
wonder if his politics are beginning 
to creep in, he’s off to Israel to get the 
Jewish perspective firsthand. 

How that perspective manifests 
itself in the music, however, is an 
entirely different question. In fact, 
I was astonished throughout Global 
Metal at how little the songs are 





affected by their geographic or po- 


litical source. Heavy metal remains 
in fierce competition with polka as 
the most repetitive music genre in 
existence, and this film did noth- 
ing to convince me otherwise. Sure, 
Sepultura singer Max Cavalera 
claims to have integrated traditional 
Brazilian instruments into his band’s 
music, but all | hear is one muffled 
bongo drum behind the usual wall 
noises 
and comically low-pitched growl- 
ing. Aside from making the music 
available to a wider audience, has 


of undecipherable guitar 





globalization affected heavy metal 
at all? 

Questions of taste aside, Global 
Metal doesn't quite answer the ques- 
tions it sets up in its first half. Dunn's 
interstitial commentary tries to draw 
larger conclusions, but more often 
than not he ends up sounding vague 
or reductionist, and sometimes both 
at once. (“China is a country that’s 
changing rapidly.”) Heavy metal in 
the 21st century is a fertile topic, and 
Dunn is an able tour guide, but ulti- 
mately he and McFadyen leave even 
skeptics like me wanting more. 








* 





Who Scares The Plants In This Family? | Jonathan Tucker prepares to do battle with some nasty Mexican underbrush in The 


Ruins. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





VEGETATION! FRENCH-CANADIANS! ELLEN PAGE! 

The Ruins Mon Oncle Antoine The Tracey Fragments 

CAST | Jonathan Tucker, Jena Malone, Laura CAST | Jacques Gagnon, Jean Duceppe, Olivette | CAST |Ellen Page, Ari Cohen, Julian Richings, 
Ramsey, Shawn Ashmore | Thibault, Claude Jutra Erin McMurtry 


As even The Happening director M. Night 
Shyamalan will now be forced to admit, it's 
impossible to make plants seem scary on the 
big screen. (Little Shop of Horrors is a great 
movie, but it ain't scary.) Just look at what 
happened with The Ruins: Scott Smith's orig- 


inal novel about malevolent vines trapping a 


group of tourists on a hill near a Mayan vil- 
lage was a memorably creepy read; but on- 
screen, the idea of a plant that can mimic the 
sound of a cellphone ring suddenly seemed a 
little on the ludicrous side. 





The good people at the Criterion Company 
make a rare trip up Canada way this week 
with their newly restored special edition of 
director Claude Jutra’s 1971 coming-of-age 
tale, which routinely tops critics’ polls of the 
greatest Canadian film of all time. (Come 
On, guys... aren't we forgetting a little movie 
called Strange Brew?) This edition comes 
with a pair of documentaries—one about 
Jutra, one about the making of the film—as 
wellasA Chairy Tale, the 1957 animated short 
Jutra directed with Norman McLaren. 





The Dictator realizes he's loading you up on 
the Canadian content, but the Maple Leaf 
contingent has been working overtime this 
week. Hard Core Logo/Highway 6] director 
Bruce McDonald made a bold leap from his 
ordinarily plain visual style with this adap- 
tation of Maureen Medved's novel about a 
teenage girl's odyssey through the urban un- 
derbelly: some will find McDonald's relent- 
less use of split-screens and multiple images 
fascinating, others will find it annoying, few 
will find it boring. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - BLOOP-BLEEP-BLOOP - BY JAMES HAMILTON [543 words 


This Is The Droid 
You're Looking For 





AHUMBLE ROBOT HOLDS THE 
KEY TO SAVING THE EARTH 
IN WALLeE, PIXAR'S MOST 
CHALLENGING FILM YET 


ABot in The Dark | Wall-F's title character contemplates his place in the universe. IMAGE SUPPLIED 





WALL-E 

Directed by Andrew Stanton. Featuring the voices of Ben 
Burtt, Elissa Knight, Jeff Garlin, John Ratzenberger. Now 
playing. 

Kok kt 





Having reviewed the 1973 animat- 
ed thinker Fantastic Planet in last 
week's issue, I thought my next as- 
signment, Wall-E, would be a cute 
and harmless mental Tic-Tac com- 
pared to FP’s multi-course buffet 
of dystopian themes. Both are ani- 
mated, and both could be considered 
sci-fi... and, well, that’s about where I 
expected the similarities to end. One 
is a thought-provoking gem that 


monument to human consumption 
and whose only remaining inhabit- 
ant (not counting the cockroach who 
can be spotted scurrying around 
the corners of the frame) is a long- 
forgotten and very lonely robot. For 
the first time ever, Disney goes dys- 
topic... and it's a wonder to behold! 
Wall-E, an unexpectedly dark yet 
heartwarming masterpiece, throws 
the audience head-first into an eerily 
recognizable future where human- 
ity has given up on the hopelessly 
polluted Earth and escaped into the 
stars. All that remain are empty 
husks of the skyscrapers, mini-malls 
and mega-stores that wound up tak- 
ing over all aspects of life before 
mankind's mass exodus. The sky 
is a permanent shade of dirty or- 
ange and the skyline is littered with 
mountains of garbage that make up 





sures as he goes. Over the centuries, 
Wall-E has gained an appreciation 
for the little things: Zippo lighters, 
rubber duckies, videotapes of bad 
1960s musicals, and anything else 
that catches his robotic eye. When 
one of his knick-knacks turns out 
to be the key to mankind's survival, 
Wall-E becomes Earth's last hope. 
And along with everyone he comes 
into contact with, he learns that 
there's a big difference between what 
you're made for and the life you 
make of yourself. 

Wall-E is a great movie, one that’s 
destined to be a classic, with beau- 
tifully detailed animation, a sound 
design so cool | actually noticed a 
sound design, and a story that pres- 
ents a charming yet sobering “what 
if?” scenario accessible to young 
and old alike. What left me most im- 





WALLeE IS A GREAT MOVIE, ONE THAT'S DESTINED TO BE A CLASSIC, WITH BEAUTIFULLY 
DETAILED ANIMATION, A SOUND DESIGN SO COOL I ACTUALLY NOTICED A SOUND DESIGN, 
AND A STORY THAT PRESENTS A CHARMING YET SOBERING “WHAT IF?” 





places humankind in a perilous and 
hopeless future, while the other, as 
far as I knew (and from what its pre- 
release press led me to believe), was 
about adorable robots. 1 expected a 
love story maybe—something like 
Romeo-Bot and Juliet-Tron. 

Yeah. I was way off. 

Disney's Pixar Studios, the folks 
who brought us feel-good fam- 
ily classics like Finding Nemo, Toy 
Story, and The Incredibles, now give 
us a film set in a cold, bleak future 
where Earth has become a dried-up 
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an oddly beautiful (and guilt-induc- 
ing) landscape. 

It's the job of Wall-€ (that’s short 
for Waste Allocation Load Lifter, 
€arth-class) to sort and stack the 
debris and clear enough space for 
humanity’s eventual return... which 
was scheduled to happen 695 years 
ago. Wall-€ is the last of his kind, all 
the other WALL units lifeless from 
overwork and disrepair. But that 
doesn’t seem to bother the carefree 
robot who spends his days sorting 
through Earth, finding little trea- 


pressed was the range of emotions 
these wordless, faceless characters 
were capable of, communicating with 
nothing more than beeps, boops, and 
blinking LEDs. 

In fact, I'd say the “cast” of Wall-E 
possesses more humanity and depth 
than any of the real-life actors in The 
Incredible Hulk or The Happening, 
further evidence for my theory that 
Edward Norton and Mark Wahlberg 
are actually soulless, emotionless ro- 
bots sent here to destroy us all... but 
we won't get into that here. 





MOVIE REVIEW - EYE CANDY - BY NICOLA SIMPSON KHULLAR | siz words 


Dilbert The 
Death-Dealer 


PHOTO SUPPLIED 


WANTEDIS GLOSSY, 
SHALLOW, AND MORALLY 
REPREHENSIBLE. BUT WHAT- 
CHA GONNA DO? IT’S SUMMER! 





WANTED 

Directed by Timur Bekmambetov. Starring Angelina Jolie, 
James McAvoy, Morgan Freeman. Now playing. 
kkk 





It's hard to imagine Wanted being 
released at any other time than sum- 
mer. It really is a summer movie, 
full of whiz and bang and pop. It’s 
a comic book movie, literally, with 
sharp effects, a cool visual style, and 
crudely drawn characters. 

James McAvoy (Atonement, The 
Last King of Scotland) plays Wes- 
ley. Any character in a movie named 
Wesley (Princess Bride excluded) is 
bound to be a bit of a dweeb. And 
this oné is no exception. He's a cubi- 
cle-dweller. He’s Thomas Anderson 
before he became Neo. 

During a visit to the drugstore to 
refill his antidepressant prescription, 
he meets Fox (Jolie), a woman of 
more curves than words. She's part 
of The Fraternity, a brotherhood of 
assassins, and she’s there to protect 
him from the man who killed his 
father. Fox recruits Wesley into The 
Fraternity, and he discovers that 
he doesn't really want to be Dilbert 
when he grows up. 

Yes, it's insanely unrealistic, but 
when has a comic book movie ever 
been noted for its realism? Wanted 
is based on a six-issue miniseries by 
Mark Millar, not a freaking Front- 
line episode. It's got what audiences 
want these days—a sexy broad, great 
action, some snappy one-liners, and 
some kicking style. If you want com- 
pelling, multifaceted characters, go 
to a play. 

If you want to make the movie 
deeper, then you can reflect on the 
messages it sends about the mo- 


Kiss Kiss Bang Bang | Hanging froma car, shooting two guns at once... t's all business as usual for Angelina Jolie in Wanted. 





dt 


rality of killing one to save many. 
Can you keep your humanity when 
you take away someone else's? Are 
people born killers or do they need 
to be trained? How long can you stay 
in a cool secret assassin job without 
medical benefits? Where does Fox 
take her dry cleaning? 

Either way, you're unlikely to come 
up with answers. Chances are you'll 
be too distracted to even come up 
with the questions. 

Considering the octane of Wanted, 
you shouldn't expect to notice the 
acting. Any character development 
is just filler between action scenes. 
That said, however, Wanted has a 
professional bunch of hams who 
know how to deliver flat and ob- 
scenely bizarre lines, such as “This 
gun you're holding belonged to your 
father. He could conduct a sympho- 
ny orchestra with it.” Kudos to Mor- 
gan Freeman and Terence Stamp for 
keeping their dignity. Angelina Jolie 
has revealed in interviews that she 
cut most of her lines, feeling that a 
professional assassin wouldn't be so 
talkative. It was likely a good deci- 
sion. 

The action is the real star of the 
movie. Any movie where Ange- 
lina Jolie can essentially play jai alai 
(while using her co-star as the ball), 
is fun to watch. Michael Bay should 
be quaking in his boots. Director 
Timur Bekmambetov is easily the 
most interesting talent to come out 
of Kazakhstan since Borat. Known 
on the other side of the world for 
his vampire franchise—Night Watch, 
Day Watch, and the upcoming Dusk 
Watch-this is his first American 
film. Clearly he loves Hollywood 
movies. 

And so do we. If you Wanted a lot, 
you might be disappointed. But if 
you're looking for fun with slightly 
existential undertones, it works. 
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All Yesterday's Parties 





FREEDOMOF CHOICE 6.H.LEWMER 

NICO ICON ARGUES THE 
VELVET UNDERGROUND CHAN- 
TEUSE WAS A VISIONARY IN 
HER OWN RIGHT 





The 1990s the movie world experi- 
enced a boom in documentaries and 
“essay/biography” films. Nico Icon, 
Susanne Ofteringer’s moving and 


mindful examination of celebrity, 
destiny, and destruction, is a prime 
example of a film ripe for reconsid- 
eration, and is now thankfully avail- 
able for all to see. 

Arguably one of the most enigmat- 
ic figures in rock ’n’ roll history, Nico 
became a star during her brief and 
controversial fronting of the Velvet 
Underground circa 1966/67—that's 
her unforgettable Teutonic drone 
on classic tracks like “All Tomor- 
row’s Parties” and “Femme Fatale.” 
But she was more than a passive Lou 
Reed mouthpiece: her formidable 
achievements before (as world fa- 
mous fashion model) and after (as 
a chanteuse par excellence), com- 


bined with a series of solo albums 
(Chelsea Girl, The Marble Index), 
have enabled her to emerge from the 
murky depths of underground indif- 
ference to her rightful stature as a 
musical visionary. 


WATCH NICO ICON ONLINE AT 
WWW-.VIDEO.GOOGLE.CA. 


The structure of Nico Icon is an odd 
hybrid of linear biography, musical 
performances, celebrity interviews, 
and Super 8 footage that suggests a 
pagan healing circle supervised by 
Kenneth Anger. This ecstatic pre- 


sentation obeys an aesthetic rhythm 
that allows us to appreciate Nico on 
her own terms, the meanings of her 
work emerging gradually through 
Ofteringer's ordered presentation. 

Nico spent a lifetime being ex- 
ploited and abused by a who's who 
of infamous rock ’n’ roll abusers in- 
cluding Lou Reed, Jim Morrison, and 
Jackson Browne. Ofteringer gives 
psychological insight from a myriad 
of unsavoury truths; as a result, we 
come away with a compassionate 
impression of a seerningly hedonis- 
tic life that, on the surface, does little 
to arouse Our compassion. 

What emerges from Nico Icon is a 
portrait of a powerful creative healer 


SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FOR $66 


A real bargain? That's right. And that’s all it'll cost you for a three week ad with photo in 
The Bargain Finder paper and BuySell.com. To place an ad, call 1-800-661-3463. 
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inder. 


THE RIGHT WAY TO BUY OR SELL YOUR STUFF 
“BUYSELL.COM ~ 1-800-661-3463 


~ onscreen 


who sacrificed herself and her beau- 
ty for her art. For Nico fans, the film 
is a treasure trove of wonderful clips 
(such as an early “video” of her first 
minor hit, Gordon Lightfoot's “I’m 
Not Saying,” as well as a rare record 
promo for “Evening Light,” her 1969 
collaboration with Iggy Pop), along 
with ridiculously rare concert foot- 
age, some of it filmed with the Velvet 
Underground and some of it during 
her 1980s solo period 

The film ends with her broken 
lover John Cale sitting alone in an 
empty, cold room with a piano, sing- 
ing “Frozen Warnings,” a song as 
beautiful and tragic as the life that 
created it 





7 COUNTRIES. 3 CONTINENTS. 1 TRIBE. 


SARNEAWY 
8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 


Visit us online at www.magiclanterntheatres.ca 


Mongol 


Nightly 
6:50 & 9:10 pm 


Sat, Sun & Tuesday 
Matinees @ 2:00 pm 


Rated 144 
gory scenes 


Visit us online @ 
magiclanterntheatres.ca 


BRAZIL'S OFFICIAL ENTRY 
| BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 


80TH ACADEMY AWARDS SHAT ese een PRODUCTIONS FLM 
so METHLCA RO ADE LAT. AML PE LD TANG DYNASTY so MAX CAVALERA 


66 KISS, DEEP PURPLE, SEPULTURA, LAMB OF GOD, IN FLAMES ao mar wo: 

TH 5 Fl LM HA T P W cascorie peoocas DAVID RECKTISEL ‘OK HAMILTON & NOAH SEGAL co-mropucer VICTORIA HIRST inscroe oF ovosearar MARTIN HAWKES. 
enat IEE CROCE TE & CHRISTO Megs rc TE Ls pees & a Me 

TO REACH OUT TO AUDIENCES | (a e-aaeeeer ae 


ALL OVER THE WORLD!” peg: ee 
lees en EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY! 


] CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES * iran souno |_1033: 


- DEBORAH YOUNG, VARIETY 


*_ the sole significant Amencan I 
of the last ZO years.” - tley 


(i FIIAL SELECTION 


BERL FM FESTIVAL | 4 THERE Are SOME 

0 ) i Four Eyed Monsters Movies You Can 
*s i. “y Pre 5] Ty LISZ 

-_ Dance Party, USA Watcu LEGALLy 


E — f On THE INTERNET 


PARES July 4 - 10 


AFILM BY CAO HAMBURGER [fies 2) (Pc! Fi SF CORIOY FOS & NG check it roa 2 hen 


wWyyvmetrocinema. arg 
EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT NOW PLAYING! | PRINCESS, - 


: VORONTO JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 


ae B42 
WAAL AILSA 
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES. % DIGITAL SOUND 10333-42 AVE. 433-0728 
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TELEVISION - FUN WITH DEMOGRAPHICS | 658 words 


You Darn Kids Get 
Off My Airwaves! 





TELEPROMPTER NICOLA SIMPSON KHULLAR 
IF YOU WATCH LIVE TELEVI- 
SION THESE DAYS, CHANCES 
ARE YOU'RE OLD, PAUNCHY, 
AND VERY, VERY CRANKY 





Most of us understand that you can 
be too young to watch TV, but can 
you ever be too old? Well, according 
to the networks, yes you can. 

Right now, the median age for a 
viewer of live television on the five 
major American networks is 50 
years old—just outside the coveted 
18-49 year-old demographic. Ouch 
Like we need. more evidence that 
younger viewers are spending most 
of their tube time on the internet and 
PVR. 

CBS is the geriatric of the bunch at 
54 years. CW is the youngest, with 
34 birthday candles. But it’s in cable 
that the numbers get funky. Dedi- 


four on the screen. 

It doesn't help that there's a sexist 
double standard on TV. The elder 
statesmen of television 
uh... Tom Brokaw? Their female 
counterparts seem to be relegated to 


include.. 


Clapper commercials and shouting 
for help because they can’t get up. 

So you've got a large portion of the 
audience who watches late-night TV 
in bed while their dentures are soak- 
ing, and they're not spending any 
money (or getting any of the jokes) 
And the young ‘uns with the dispos- 
able cash are watching Jon Stewart 
on YouTube at the same time 

Now, before we throw the baby 
boomers out with the bathwater, let’s 
remember that they’re the reason 
that TV is the mega-gajillion money- 
maker and cultural arbiter that it is. 
TV sets were marketed in the 1950s 
to lure postwar parents of boomers 
with easy babysitting in the form 
of kids’ programming. Forty years 
later, the internet was being sold on 
the same promise—to “educate” and 
distract kids, and to do it better than 
TV. 

What I find amazing is that they 
can find so much worth watching. 


RIGHT NOW, THE MEDIAN AGE FOR A VIEWER OF LIVE 
TELEVISION ON THE FIVE MAJOR AMERICAN 
NETWORKS IS 50 YEARS OLD—JUST OUTSIDE THE COVETED 
18-49 YEAR-OLD DEMOGRAPHIC. OUCH. 


cated news channels such as Fox 
News boast the oldest median view- 
ers, at over 65. (Actually, the revela- 
tion that Fox News appeals mainly 
to people approaching dementia and 
Alzheimer’s explains a lot about its 
programming. ) 

So what does this mean, other 
than the intriguing fact that the me- 
dian age for a live viewer of Family 
Guy is 29 while the median age for 
60 Minutes is, uh, 60? 

Part of the issue is that these older 
viewers watch more TV than the 
younger ones. More viewing means 
more advertising exposure, which 
should make the guys in the corner 
offices happy. Except that it’s not 
making the geezers in the living 
room happy. 

Research published in The Jour- 
nal of Social Issues indicates that 
the older viewers get, the more de- 
pressed they get about being old. 
Apparently all the hepcats and nifty 
graphics trying to appeal to Genera- 
tion Why are succeeding in making 
their parents and grandparents feel 
like the butt of jokes. Apparently 
once you get your pension, you be- 
come stubborn, cranky, foolish, and 
eccentric—or, if you're Jerry Stiller, 
you make a ton of money being all 
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Then again, | spent last night watch- 
ing half of four different movies 
on TV, all of which I’d seen before. 
Multiple times. 

Maybe this is where the networks’ 
statistics are getting tripped up. Just 
because a 50-plus viewer has the 
TV on doesn’t mean they're watch- 
ing it. And remember: all this start- 
ed because of the median age, not 
the mean. Technically, there could 
be 1,000 20-year-olds and 1,000 
100-year-olds watching 60 Minutes. 
(Okay, maybe that’s a bad example.) 

Bottom line: TV and audience 
numbers never fit together well. Ei- 
ther viewers are too old, too young, 
too poor, too rich. (Well, too rich is 
never a problem, actually.) And the 
information is based on a screwed- 
up system called the Nielsen ratings. 
So take it with several large grains of 
sea salt and blood pressure meds. 

If you're a real dork like me and 
find all this interesting, check out the 
book Mass Media, An Aging Popu- 
lation, and the Baby Boomers, by 
Michael L. Hilt and Jeremy H. Lip- 
schultz (Routledge, 2005). I'd sug- 
gest waiting for the TV documentary 
version, but chances are that you'd 
skip it to play videogames anyhow. 


ee 
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MOVIE REVIEW - UNCAPED CRUSADER - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON (531 words 


onscreen 





Hit The Ground Lurching 





The Grittiest American Hero? | Will Smith's superpowers in Hancock include alcoholism and an antisocial attitude. PHOTO 


SUPPLIED 
HANCOCK CAN'T DECIDE IF 

IT WANTS TO SUBVERT THE 
SUPERHERO GENRE OR JOIN 
IT—AND I’M OKAY WITH THAT 





HANCOCK 

Directed by Peter Berg. Starring Will Smith, Charlize Theron, 
Jason Bateman. Now playing. 

kkk ky 





In the late 1980s, Marvel Com- 
ics published a miniseries called 
Damage Control. It was a playful, 
self-reflexive satire of superhero 
comics, all centred around a very 
practical question: who cleans up all 
the messes that Spider-Man, or the 
Hulk, or the Fantastic Four make 
while battling evil? Damage Control 
argued—only half tongue in cheek, 
really—that you'd need a specialized 
team of employees, working around 
the clock, just to keep New York City 
looking presentable. 

I'd completely forgotten how good 
a joke Damage Control was until 
watching the opening scene of Han- 
cock, when a superpowered Will 
Smith drunkenly stops a high-speed 
car chase by dropping and impaling 
the offending SUV onto the spire 
of an office building. The incident, 
we're told, costs the city $9 million— 
“a personal best” for the city’s un- 
wanted quasi-protector—but Han- 
cock couldn't care less about public 
property. He’s both immortal and 
can fly, so instead of bracing his fall, 
he just kind of lurches into the paye- 
ment from 10,000 feet up, leaving 
clouds of dust and person-shaped 
potholes wherever he goes. 

In other words, Hancock is a public 
relations nightmare. Help comes in 
the unlikely form of Ray Embrey (Ja- 
son Bateman), a starry-eyed image 


Sor eetindy 


consultant looking for a new proj 
ect; when Hancock saves him from 
an oncoming train (out of sheer ir 
ritation as much as altruism), Ray 
decides to help our stubbly antihero 
turn his reputation around. 

This is the basic plot of Hancock— 
at least according to the trailer and 
marketing campaigns. And it’s sur- 
Smith's 
Hancock is a brooding, introspective 
drunk, which makes those outbursts 
of whiskey-fueled heckling seem all 


prisingly successful, too: 


the more endearing. Even Bateman, 
who is essentially reprising his Mi- 
chael Bluth character from Arrested 
Development (albeit with less effec- 


tive one-liners), is a decent comic 
foil; add in his overly skeptical wife 
(Charlize Theron) and overly enthu- 
siastic son (Jae Head), and the film 
feels hard-wired for success 

From there, however, things start 
to take off in strange new directions, 
and you quickly realize you have 
no idea what kind of movie you're 
watching. At first, Smith's alcohol- 
ism and self-imposed isolation seem 
like the makings of a darkish char- 
acter study, but we never penetrate 


deeper than the acidic surface wit 





Similarly, a dinner conversation 
about Hancock's murky past, which 
initially seems like the obligatory, 
self-contained origin scene, winds up 
derailing the plot for a full half hour 
If the film gets savaged in the next 
few weeks, either by critics or audi- 
ences, it will be because of this inde- 
cisiveness on the part of its creators 
is Hancock a comedy or an action 
film? A skewering of the superhero 
genre, or the latest addition to it? 
Personally, | welcome the confu 

sion. You rarely get actual surprises 
in this young but already thoroughly 
defined genre, and there are several 
moments where you feel the cre 
ative pulse of Vincent Ngo’s original 
1996 screenplay (when it was titled 
Tonight, He Comes)—written a full 
four years before superhero films 
became synonymous with formulaic 
summer blockbusters. Now, after 
several rewrites and more than a de- 
cade in Hollywood limbo, Hancock 
remains a highly entertaining look 
at how having superpowers would 
most likely wreck our lives. Not to 
mention our sidewalks. 





Monty Python Week 
July 11-17 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - BLOGGERS HAVE THEIR SAY 





Anti-Triumph Of The Will | Will Will Smith's box-office 
winning streak come crashing to earth with Hancock? PHOTO 
__ SUPPLIED 





THIS WEEK: HANCOCK: 
TOTAL DISASTER OR 
MISUNDERSTOOD GEM? 





Peter Bradshaw, The Guardian | “Will Smith 
memorably starred in sci-fi movies called 
|, Robot and | Am Legend. This one could 
be called /, Asshole. Smith, dressed in 
grungey clothes and deprived of the cour- 
teous charm that usually makes him such 
an attractive screen presence, is frankly 
vacuous. | wondered what it might have 
been like with Snoop Dogg in the role, 
out of his head on skunk and habitually 


abusive. Well, he might have been awful 
in other ways, but he wouldn't have been 
as solemn." . 


David Poland, The Hot Blog | “Hancock is an- 
other film that fits right into director Peter 
Berg's habits. It’s a superhero movie that 
is not a superhero movie. It has complex 
ideas. It has quiet moments when most 
studio movies would be giving you zip. 
It pushes the funk harder than usually 
makes studios comfortable. Yes, there are 
young directors working on a higher intel- 
lectual plane than Berg and who are am- 


bitious about drama in a much rawer way. 
| would never want to see every film be a 
Peter Berg film. His stylistic influence has 
been excessive already, to the point where 
reviews of The Kingdom accused him of 
stealing it. But | want to see every Peter 
Berg film because | know that whatever 
script he is working with, he is going to 
take it somewhere more real in the con- 
text of Hollywood filmmaking than we 
normally see. He has a bit of Mann in him, 
a bit of director Mel Gibson, and a bit of 
Budd Boetticher.” 


David Denby, The New Yorker | “Hancock Is 
a surprisingly resonant spectacle that 
places three people with recognizable 
feelings in the middle of a wild fantasy. 
The currents flowing between her and 
Smith are reminiscent of the heat gener- 
ated by Gable and Harlow, say, or Bogart 
and Bacall. It turns. out that there's a bond 
between these two (which | won't reveal), 
and the rest of the movie, which includes 
some superb comic invention as well as 
scarily turbulent scenes, grows out of it. 
Hancock suggests new visual directions 
and emotional tonalities for pop.” 
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with IMAX’ 
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8712 - 109 STREET © 433-0728 





MONGOL 14a 

Highly 6:50, 9:10; Sot 8 Sum matinees 2:00. Gory scenes 

= 1033782 NENUE® 4330726 

THE YEAR MY PARENTS WENT ON VACATION ?G 

Nighy 6:50, 9:10; Sat & Sun mates 2:00, ad 

GLOBAL METAL MA 

Nighy 7:00 8 9:00: Sot & Son matings 2:30- 
PARKLAND 

105 Main Set, proce Grove # 9422332 

WALLE 6 

Nightly 7:00, 9:00; motinees Sat Sun Tues & Thurs 12:30, 2:40, 4:45; 

WANTED 18h 


Nightly 7:10, 9:25; matinees Sot Sun Tues & Thurs 12:45, 3:20. Gory 
scenes, brutal scenes. 

THE LOVE GURU VA 
Nightly 7:15, 9:05; matinees Sat Sun Tues & Thurs 1:10, 3:00. 

Gude content. a 

GET SMART PG 
Nightly 7:05, 9:20; motinees Sot Sun Tues & Thurs 1:00, 3:15; Movies for 
‘Mommies Tues 1:00. Violence, frightening scenes. 


KUNG FU PANDA °G 
Nighy 6:55, 8:55; motnees Sat Sun Tues & Thurs 12:55, 3:10 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG 


Nightly 6°50, 9:10; matinees Sot Sun Tues & Thurs 1:05, 3:35, Violence, 
frightening scenes, eee 

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL PG 
Nightly 6:45; motinees Sot Sun wes & Thurs 12:35, 3:05, 

Violence, frightening scenes. 


YOU DON’T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 14a 
Nightly 9:15. Sexuol content, _ = 
HANCOCK 4A 


Nightly from Wednesday 7:00, 9:15; matinees Thus 1:15, 3:30. Violence. 


98261014 AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) # 425-9212 














QUIET CITY PG 
Fri 7:00. Coorse language. - = 2 See Ss 
DANCE CITY, USA STC 
F930. Coorse language, not recommended for chidren 
FOUR EYED MONSTER 18A 
Sat 8 Wed 7:00. Coors language Tats 
GUATEMALAN HANDSHAKE sic 
TY Sa eee eee 
THE TERMINATOR 18a 
Ae a ES ee 
TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT DAY 18A 
ie 1 see beh 
LOL 144 
Sun 7:00; Toes 9:30, Ae Ne, | : 
THE DEATH OF INDIE ROCK STC 
“od Ls i a San 
FROWNLAND MA 
‘Mon 7:00. 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


_ GRANDIN MALL SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT © 456-9822 











GET SMART PG 
Daly 1:10, 3:20, 5:25, 7:30, 9:40. Violence, coorse language. 
WANTED 18A 
Daily 12°50, 3:15, 5:20, 7:25, 9:30. Gory scenes, bral violence. 

THE LOVE GURU 14 
Daly 1240, 2:25, 4:10, 5:55, 745, 9:45 

WALL-E 713 
Daly 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00. No posses. 

KUNG FU PANDA PG 


Daily 1:30, 3:25, 5:15, 7°10, 9:10. July 1, 1:30, 225, $:15, July 2, 
125, 245, ‘ 
HANCOCK 4A 
July 1, 7:15, 9:15; Judy 2, 1285, 3:40, 5:30, 7:35, 9:25. Violence. 

No passes. 
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470250 St. Leduc © 9862728 














KUNG FU PANDA PG 
Nightly 7:10; matinee Sot Sun Mon 1:10, * 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG 
Mightly 9:35; matinees Sot San Mon 3:35. Violence, frightening scenes. _ 
GET SMART PG 
Nightly 7:00; matinee deily 1:00, 3:30. Violence, coorse language. 
WANTED 18A 
Nightly 7:10, 9:35; mafinee dy 1:10, 3:35. Brvtal violence, gory scenes 
WALL-E 6 
Nightly 7:05, 9:25; matinees day 1:05, 3:25. atl 
HANCOCK” 4A 


Nightly from Wednesday 6:55, 9-20; motinees doiy 12:55, 3:20 
Violence. 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 


3840-56. Wetaskiwin © 2523922 








KUNG FU PANDA PG 
Nightly 7:10; matinee Sot Sun Mon 1:10. 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG 
Highly 9:35; matinee Sot Sun Mon 3:35. Violence, fighterng scenes. 
GET SMART ’G 
Nightly 7:00, 9:35; matinees daly 1:00, 3:30. Violence, coors longuoge. 
WANTED 18A 


Nightly 7:10, 9:35; motinees daily 1:10, 3:35. Brutal violence, gory 
scones. 


WALL-E = 
Nightly 7:05, 9:25; matinees doy 1:05,9:25. as 
HANCOCK THA 


Nightly from Wednesday 6:55, 9:20; matinees daily 12:55, 3:20. 
Violence. 


WEST EDMONTON MALL, PHASE Ill ENTRANCE 2 © 444-1829 

BOX OFFICE OPENS NIGHTLY 6:15 © OPEN MATINEES SAT/SUN 1:30 
SPEED RACER 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:15, 7:00, 9:45; SotSun 1:00, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45. 
MADE OF HONOR PG 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4250, 7:15, 9:20; SatSun 1:45, 4:50, 7:15, 9:20. 
Senual content, conse anguoge Ea ae 
HAROLD & KUMAR ESCAPE FROM GUANTANAMO BAY 18A 
fri, Mone Thors 4:45, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:45, 6:50 ,9:10. 
Substance obuse, cde content, 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 18a 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:20, 6:40, 9:00; SatSun 1:10, 4:20, 6:40, 9:00. 
Sexual content. 2 
THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM 
Fri, Mon-Thurs 4:40, 7-10, 9:40; SatSun 1:20, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40. 
Violence. 




















NIM’S ISLAND 6 
fi Mah 510, 7:0; SabSn 200, 5:10, 7:30 Bt: 
21 PG 
Fehrs 9:30. Violence, manure thems, : 

DR. SEUSS’ HORTON HEARS A WHO! 6 


fr, MareThus 4:30, 6:30, 8:30; SatSun 1:15, 4:30, 6:30, 8:30 
SOUTH EDMONTON 
1525.99 Sheet © 436.8585, 


KIT KITTREDGE: AN AMERICAN GIRL STC 
FieMon, Wed Thurs 12:15, 3:10, 6:30, 910; Tues 3:10, 6:30, 9:10; Sir 
& Strollers Screening Tues 1:00. 








LOVE STORY 2050 (HINDI/W/E.S.1.) sic 
freThus 12:45, 4:45, 8:30. a i. 
HANCOCK PG 


FreThurs 11:45, 12:30, 2:00, 3:00, 4:30, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:30, 








WALL-E 
FreThurs 12:00, 1:00, 2:30, 3:30, 5:10, 6:45, 7:45, 9:15, 10:15. 

No passes. 

WANTED 18A 
FreThurs 1:15, 2:15, 4:00, 5:00, 7:15, 8:15, 10:00, 10:45. 

Gory scenes, brutal violence. No passes. 














THODA PYAAR THODA MAGIC (HINDI W/ESS.T.) sic 
FreThus 1:45, 7:20 tes. 
GET SMART PG 
FreThwes 12:50, 3:45, 6:50, 9:50. Coarse language, violence 

THE LOVE GURU 14a 
FieThurs 12:20, 2:50, 5:15, 8:10, 10:45. Crude content. 
THE HAPPENING 14a 
FréWed 3:50, 7:50, 10:15; Thus 3:50, 10:15. Gory scenes. 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:20, 7°30, 10:20. Violence, frightening scenes. 

YOU DON’T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 14a 
FreThurs 1:10. Semva content. ye 
KUNG FU PANDA PG 
FieThurs 11:50, 2:10, 4:40,7:10,9:20. 

SEX AND THE CITY 18A 


FieTues, Thus 12:10, 3:20, 6:30, 9:40; Wed 12:10, 3:20, 9:40, 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL PG 
FréThurs 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:45. Violence, frightening scenes, 
IRON MAN PG 
FréThurs 10:40. Not recommended for young children, violence, 


NORTH EDMONTON 


14231-137th Avenua © 732-2223 


KIT KITTREDGE: AN AMERICAN GIRL masie 
FreMon, WedThus 12:15, 2:35, 5:05, 7:35, 10405; Tues 3:00, 5:05, 
7:35, 10.05; Sir & Sholles Suesning Wes 1:00. 


HANCOCK PG 
FreThurs 12:10, 1:50, 2:40, 4:15, 5:15, 6:40, 7:45, 9:00, 10:25. 
Violence. No passes. J 

WALL-E 6 
FieThurs 12:00, 2:30, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30; FreThws 1:00, 4:10, 6:45, 
95. 


WANTED 18k 
Faiths 12:50, 2.00, 3:30, 5:00, 6:30, 8:00, 9:20, 10:40 Gory scenes, 
tral viclerce 





GET SMART °G 
FreThus 1:40, 4:40, 7:20, 10:10. Coose language, violence 

THE LOVE GURU 14a 
FreThus 12:40, 2:50, 5:30, 8:10, 10:35. Gude content. 
THE HAPPENING 4A 








CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 
4211-139TH AVENUE » 4727600 
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THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG 
FreThus 1:30, 4:00, 6:50, 9:25. Violence, frightening scenes. 

THE HAPPENING 4A 
FrrThurs 4:40, 10:00. Gory scenes. 
KUNG FU PANDA PG 
Fis 1240, 2:50, 500, 7:10, 920. 

YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 14a 
FréThws 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:35. Sexual content. 

GET SMART PG 
FreThurs 1:40, 430, 7:15, 9:45. Coase language, violence. No passes 
THE LOVE GURU 14a 
FreThurs 2:00, 7:30. Crue content. No passes. 
WANTED 18A 


FreThuts 1:10, 3:45, 6:45, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 1°10, 3:45, 6:45, 940. 
Gory scenes, brutal violence. cr = 
WALL-E 6 
FréSun 1:50, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30; Mon‘Thus 1:50, 4:20, 7:00, 9:30 

Wo pes. ae 

HANCOCK PG 
freThuts 12:30, 2:45, 5:10, 7:25, 9:50. Violence. No passes 

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL 18A 
FreThus 12:50, 3:40, 6:35, 9:15. Violence, frightening scenes. : 
KIT KITTREDGE: AN AMERICAN GIRL sic 
FreThuss 1:00, 3:50, 6:40, 9:10 








TIT AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 


WALL-E 6 
FrrSun 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:30. 

No passes. 
WANTED 18A 
Sun 1:10, 3:30, 6:50, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 12:10, 3:30, 6:50, 9:20. Gory 
scenes, brutal violence. No passes. 





HANCOCK Saka PG 
frtThurs 12:50, 9:20, 7:15, 9:40 Violence. No posses 
GET SMART PG 


Fr-Thurs 12:40, 3:10, 6:40, 9:10. Coarse language, violence. 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 






































FreThurs 10:15, Sexual content, sie KIT KITTREDGE: AN AMERICAN GIRL 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8682-170 STREET © 444-2400 FreThus 12:20, 3:30, 6:40, 9:10 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:20 Violence, frightening scenes, HANCOCK <=" a ees PG HANCOK en oT ae 796 
YOU DON’T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 14a FreThurs 1:00, 4:00, 6:45, 9:45; FreThurs 12:00, 2:15, 4:45, 7:20, FreThurs 12:10, 1:20, 2:40, 4:30, 5:00, 7:10, 7:40, 9:30, 10:20. 
firMon 1:20, 4:50, 7:15. Sexual content 10. Violence. Violence. No posses. 
KUNG FU PANDA PG WALES , Cg eh Git” WALES ay Acs 6 
FreThus 12:30, 3:00, 5:20, 740, 10:00. _______FieThurs 11:50, 220, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 ____FeeThes12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50. 
SEX AND THE CITY 18A WANTED 18A WANTED _ 8A 
freTtwrs 12:20, 3:40, 6:50, 955. Frethus 1-15, 3:50, 7:50, 10:40. Gory scenes, brutol violence. FreThurs 12:50, 3:50, 7:15, 9:15. Gory scenes, brutal violence 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL PG GET SMART 6 «OGETSMART tS” PG 
friThrs 1:10, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50. Vilence, frightening scenes. FiéThurs 1:30, 4:15, 7:45, 10:20. Coorse language, violence, ———==—_‘FThurs 1:10, 4:20, 7:90, 10:10. Coorse language, violence, 
CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS THE LOVE GURU 144 THE LOVE GURU 14a 
ayaa FreThuss 12.05, 2:20, 4:50, 8:00, 10:25. Cude content. FreThus 12:30, 7:05. Cre content, a 
= ~——ygq__ THE HAPPENING 14A THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG 
FThws 12:50, 3:30, 7.05, 9:35. Gry scenes, brtl ven. No posses. ‘HrTnas 1:20, 4:40, 7:40, 10:90. Gorystenes; a Sc ae 
HANCOCK SS Sa ae PG THE INCREDIBLE HULK PG YOU DON’T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN MA 
Eta ane pee Fit Thus 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 930. Violence, fighting scenes. Frithus 3:20, 9:20. Sexual content. ks 
SEX AND THE CITY — = 18A YOU DON’T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN MA KUNG FU PANDA PG 
Fin, esthrs 12.15, 3:25, 6:0, 9:40; Man 12:15, 3:25, 9:40 Pie a Se a, ee 
ae a te fu Papa ae. PG —_INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL 18A 
, irs, Thurs 12:10, 3:30, 6:35, 9:50; Wed 3:30, 6:35, 9:50; tor 8 _‘FreThurs 12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 9:40. Violence, frightening scenes 
i a ees eg,‘ Scering Wed 1:00; Fas 145,200, 430, 7:00, 9:30. = ; 
Fos 1240, 380,720, 955 Vln, ih sees Fi 1410710, 1010, hcg ees 
KUNG FU PANDA PG ee ee a 
FreThurs 1:15, 3:45. Ltt 
Bs - FirTues, Thus 12:40, 3:40, 7:40, 10:40; Wed 12:40, 3:40, 10:30. 
THE HAPPENING 14A Wot recommended for young children 
FreThuns 6:50, 9:10, 7:25, 9:50. Gory scenes. = 
THE LOVE GURU 14a 
FreThus 1:10, 3:40, 6:45, 9:15. Gude content. No passes. 
GET SMART PG 
Frethurs 12:20, 3:10, 6:40, 9:25. Coose longuoge, violence, 
EXPELLED: NO INTELLIGENCE ALLOWED PG 


FreThurs 12:25, 3:00, 6:35, 9:00. 





1 130 AVENUE & 50 STREET © 472.979 
SPEED RACER PG 
FreThuts 1:15, 4:00, 6:55, 9:50. i = 
THE STONE ANGEL 14A 
freThurs 1:40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:25, Sexual content 
MADE OF HONOR PG 
Fri, Son-Thurs 1:30, 4:05, 7:00, 9:20; Sat 1:30, 4:05, 7:00, 9:20, 
11:30, Sexual content, coorse longuoge ise 
HAROLD & KUMAR ESCAPE FROM GUANTANAMO BAY 18A 
Fri, Sun-Thrus 1:50, 4:55, 7:35, 9:55; Sat 1:50, 4:55, 7:35, 9:55, 

12:10. Substonce abuse, crude content. = = 


BABY MAMA PG 
Fri, Sun-Thurs 1:25, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05; Sot 1:25, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05, 
12:15. Coorse language, mature themes. 










































FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
Fri, SueThurs 1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:45; Sot 1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:45, 
12:10, Sexual content. ais 
THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM PG 
Fri, Sun-Thurs 2:05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00; Sat 2:05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00, 
12:20. Violence P = 
YOUNG AT HEART PG 
FreThurs 1:55, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15 


STREET KINGS 

Fri, SurThurs 9-50; Sot 9:50, 12:15. Violence 

NIM’S ISLAND 

FreThurs 1:50, 4:45, 7:15. tp sid 
DR. SEUSS’ HORTON HEARS A WHO! 

FiéThurs 1:35, 4:30, 705 
COLLEGE ROAD TRIP 
Fri, Sur-Thurs 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35; Sat 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35, 
11:35. 

10,000 B.C. PG 
Fi, SurThus 9:30; Sot 9:30, 11:58. Vilence. : 
THE BANK JOB 14A 
Fri, Sun-Thurs 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 9:40; Sat 1:20, 4:15, 7:10, 9:40, 
12:00. Violence, nudity, mature themes, 
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MOVIE GUIDE WHAT’S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES - 








OPENING THIS WEEK 

THE DIY GENERATION 

A selection of low-budget independent 
films from the so-called “mumblecore" 
movement. 

Featuring: Dance Party USA (dir: Aaron 
Katz; Fri & Thu @ 8:30pm); The Death of 
Indie Rock (dir: Rob Fitl; Sun @ 8:30pm/ 
Tue @ 7pm); Four Eyed Monsters (dir: 
Susan Buice & Arin Crumley; Sat & Wed @ 
7pm); Frownland (dir: Ronald Bronstein; 
Mon @ 7pm/Wed @ 8:30pm); The Guate- 
matan Handshake (dir: Todd Rohal; Sat @ 
8:30pm/Mon @ 9pm); LOL (dir: Joe Swan- 
berg; Sun @ 7pm/Tue @ 8:30pm). Metro 
Cinema; Fri-Thu, July 4-10 


GLOBAL METAL 

Directors Scot McFadyen and and Sam Dunn 
globetrotting musical travelogue visits the 
extreme metal scenes that have cropped up 
in such unlikely places as China, Indonesia, 
and Iran. 


HANCOCK 

Will Smith, Charlize Theron, and Jason Bate- 
man star in Friday Night Lights director Peter 
Berg's dark-hued comedy about an unpopu- 
lar, alcoholic superhero who begins an affair 
with the wife of the public relations expert 
who's trying to rehabilitate his image with 
the public. 


KIT KITTREDGE: AN AMERICAN GIRL 

Abigail Breslin, Julia Ormond, Chris O'Donnell, 
and Wallace Shawn star in I've Heard the 
Mermaids Singing director Patricia Rozema's 
Depression-era family drama, inspired by 
the popular line of dolls, about a precocious 
10-year-old girl who dreams of writing for 
the Cincinnati daily paper. 


THE TERMINATOR 

Amold Schwarzenegger, Linda Hamilton,and 
Michael Biehn star in Aliens director James 
Cameron's seminal 1984 sci-fi action movie 
about a merciless, relentless cyborg assassin 
who is sent back in time to kill the mother 
of the future leader of an anti-robot human 
army. Metro Cinema: Sun, July 6 (2pm) 


TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT DAY 

Amold Schwarzenegger, Linda Hamilton, 
Edward Furlong, and Robert Patrick star in 
James Cameron's 1991 sequel to The Ter- 


‘American Dreams | Abigail Breslin wants to be a journalist in Kit Kittredge: An American Girl. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


minator, in which future messiah John Con- 
nor and his mother Sarah are pursued by a 
shape-shifting robot from the future, and 
protected by a reprogrammed version of the 
cyborg that menaced them in the first movie. 
Metro Cinema: Sun, July 6 (4pm) 


TWO WEEKS WITH LOVE 

Jane Powell, Ricardo Montalban, and Deb- 
bie Reynolds star in Hit the Deck director 
Roy Rowland's 1950 musical about a young 
woman who vies with her friend for the af- 
fections of a Latin lover during a family 
vacation in the Catskills. Royal Alberta Mu- 
seum: Mon, July 7 (8pm) 


ALSO PLAYING 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 

PRINCE CASPIAN 

Whereas the Harry Potter series is getting 
deeper and more thematically complex 
with each successive movie, it looks like the 
Narnia franchise is going in the opposite 
direction. This is a handsomely mounted 
production, but it doesn’t exactly leave you 
breathlessly awaiting the next chapter. 
KAKI 


EXPELLED: NO INTELLIGENCE ALLOWED 
Ben Stein shamelessly exploits Holocaust 
imagery to discredit evolutionary theory. 
“Science...? Science...? Science...?" 
ww 


GET SMART 

Abland, dated spy spoof, made tolerable (if 
not exactly memorable) by the appealing 
chemistry between Steve Carell and Anne 
Hathaway. 

bahar axe 


THE HAPPENING 

An unmitigated disaster. With each new 
film, this once-exciting director is looking 
more and more like M. Night Charlatan. 
Worry 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK 

Hulk smash fanboy dreams of decent Hulk 
movie! 

KI 
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INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 

OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL 

Steven Spielberg stages the big action se- 
quences with as much ‘verve as ever, but 
sadly, the story lacks the snap of Indy’s bull- 
whip. There's just no reason for this movie to 
exist, no story that's dying to be told. Even 
Cate Blanchett seems to be going through 
the motions. 

kate yyy 


IRON MAN 

Robert Downey Jr, that indestructible su- 
perhero among Hollywood actors, has found 
the role he was born to play: an alcoholic 
playboy genius who flies around the globe 
spreading peace (but causing massive ex- 
plosions). This is the best comic-book adap- 
tation since Superman. 

KKK KS 


THE LOVE GURU 

Mike Myers’ latest is not merely an unfunny 
comedy, but a comedy so fixated on bodily 
functions that it seems like the product of a 
diseased mind. 

wii tk 


MONGOL 

If you like watching warriors on horseback 
galloping across a widescreen sunset, boy 
are you in for a treat! The production values 
are top-notch, but this is still a dull, square 
epic whose attempts to portray Genghis 
Khan as a misunderstood family man are... 
well, unconvincing at best 

KKK 


SEX AND THE CITY 

Even at a ridiculously protracted two and 
a half hours, the year's most overhyped 
chick flick doesn't outstay its welcome. 
Fans of the HBO series will drink it up like a 


on screen 


two-pint cosmopolitan 
bo OO ak 


THE YEAR MY PARENTS WENT 

ON VACATION 

This sweet little Brazilian heartwarmer, set 
in 1970, about a little boy who's informally 
adopted by Sado Paulo's Jewish community 
when his leftist parents are “disappeared, 
is fairly predictable, but the visual eye of di- 
rector Cao Hamburger elevates the material 
above easy sentimentality. 

KKKKY 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 

Too silly to give offence, but perhaps a 
little too scattershot to make it onto your 
summertime must-see list, this hummus- 
drenched lark—and by the way, hummus- 
drenched lark is delicious!—is the most sat- 
isfying outright comedy Adam Sandler has 
made since The Wedding Singer. 

Kk KT 


YOUNG PEOPLE FUCKING 

This Canadian-made release is much milder 
than its title promises—imagine an only 
slightly naughtier version of Friends. Still, 
the structure Is fresh and the cast (including 
ever-boyish Edmonton expat Josh Dean) 
is appealing, making this the only decent 
“date movie" currently in theatres. 

Ke Ky 














| What you need to know about 


| Alberta’s Tobacco | 
| Reduction Act 


As of July 1, 2008 
tobacco product displays 
and advertisements are 
prohibited in Alberta. 











Eliminating tobacco displays in 
stores helps reduce exposure to 
tobacco products, especially for 
youth, and makes it easier for 
people who have quit to succeed. 


For more information, 
call 310-4455 (toll free), or visit smokefreeplaces.com ~ 





Alberta’s Tobacco Reduction 
Act protects Albertans from 
the serious health risks of 

tobacco use. ss 


It’s an important part of the 
Alberta Government's commit- 
ment to keeping Alberta healthy. 
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&& THE BARD’S WORK ALWAYS STRUCK ME AS 
SOMEWHAT DANGEROUS TO DIVE INTO HEAD-FIRST, 
MUCH LIKE A BACKYARD KIDDIE POOL. 





THEATRE REVIEW « AS I LIKED IT « BY JONN KMECH | 802 words 


Shakespearean Fear Factor 





CAN THE FREEWILL PLAYERS 
CURE A YOUNG MAN’S 
CRIPPLING BARDOPHOBIA? SEE 
DECIDED TO FIND OUT 





FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 

Heritage Amphitheatre, Hawrelak Park. To July 20. As You 
Like It odd-numbered days @ 8pm, plus Sat/Sun matinees 
@ 2pm. Richard Ill: even-numbered days @ 8pm. 





From what I’ve heard, in the realm 
of theatre, Bill Shakespeare is kind 
of a big deal. Sure, I’m aware of his 
impressive body of work. I did all the 
requisite readings of Hamlet, Mac- 
beth, and Romeo and Juliet in high 
school, without any assistance from 
Coles Notes. (Well, okay, 1 needed 
a little help with Act V a couple of 


times.) As well, I’m entirely knowl- 
edgeable of the gossip and rumour 
surrounding history's most famous 
black, gay, and female amalgamation 
of Francis Bacon and the Earl of Ox- 
ford. 

Beyond that, I profess my igno- 
rance: I’m essentially a Shakespeare 
greenhorn. Not by choice, though; I 
could just never seem to get hooked 
on the Bard’s work, which always 
struck me as intriguing but some- 
what dangerous to dive into headfirst, 
much like a backyard kiddie pool. 

Luckily there are events like the 
Freewill Shakespeare Festival, which 
caters to ignoramuses like me and 
with Stratford-Upon-Avon connois- 
seurs alike. The month-long Shake- 


speare showcase features some of 
the best local theatre talent working 
with two seasoned directors, includ- 
ing outgoing artistic director John 
Kirkpatrick and incoming AD Mari- 
anne Copithorne. 

Featuring both evening and af- 
ternoon performances in the spa- 
cious and inviting outdoor Heritage 
Amphitheatre, it’s fitting that this 
year’s two productions are also like 
night and day, representing oppo- 
site ends of the emotional spectrum: 
the claustrophobic tragedy Richard 
III is performed on alternate nights 
with the lighthearted and whimsi- 
cal As You Like It. Despite the tonal 
differences, the decision to trans- 
port the settings of both stories to 


the mid-20th century helps make 
both halves of the festival feel all of 
a piece. 

This version of Richard III takes 
place in 1942, in war-torn London. 
But beyond the visual pleasures of 
seeing the cast members modeling 
their dotted dresses, dapper suits, 
and high-heeled pumps, the wartime 
setting doesn't seem particularly 
relevant or well incorporated into 
the play (especially since this royal 
family still seems to be dueling with 
the French). But that distraction is 
less noticeable when you have a lead 
actor as adept at selling the play as 
Chris Bullough. 

Bullough’s beguiling charm—honed 
by years of working primarily as a 
comedic actor—works disturbingly 
well in his portrayal of the deformed, 
unassuming psychopath who'll stop 
at nothing to ascend to the throne. 
Bullough traipses along with an awk- 
ward and laboured hobble, his arm 
bent at a right angle as if resting in 
an imaginary sling. His wildly ex- 
pressive face also helps him display 
Richard’s full gamut of emotions, 
from the sly mockery as he brags to 
the audience about the cleverness 
of his own schemes to the seething 
rage as he approaches his inevitable 
demise. 

Bullough controls the play as eas- 
ily he controls the rotating stage with 
a mere snap of his finger; the rest 
of the actors tend to circle around 
him, occasionally rising above but 
never quite able to escape his theat- 
rical gravity. Kirkpatrick also makes 
smart use of the outdoor stage: in the 
play's second half, as the sky darkens, 
glowing red lights and dry ice fog in- 
filtrate the stage, lending the park an 
icy, looming ambience. 

A much more sunny and audience- 
friendly tone presides over As You 


Like It—despite the fact that direc- 
tor Marianne Copithorne has set the 
play against the backdrop of a mafia 
feud, making Duke Frederick a club- 
owning don who usurps his brother 
Duke Senior. 

While the mob element pretty 
much vanishes once the play escapes 
into the forest setting, Copithorne 
still does a more thorough job of up- 
dating Shakespeare’s characters to 
their 1950s equivalents: Amiens is 
now a Sinatra-like crooner, Jaques is 
a melancholy Beat poet, and Touch- 
stone a bowler-hatted nightclub com- 
ic. She even slips in a winking hom- 
age to Raging Bull when our hero 
Orlando must absorb boxer “Charles 
La Motta”’s slo-mo, face-contorting 
punches in order to win the affec- 
tions of the lovestruck Rosalind. 

Unlike Richard III, which is more 
of a star vehicle for Bullough, As 
You Like It is an ensemble piece that 
gives several actors their moment in 
the spotlight. Mark Jenkins brings a 
boyish ardour to the role of Orlando, 
Annette Loiselle does a lot of amus- 
ing spitting and crotch-grabbing as 
his cross-dressing love interest Ro- 
salind, and Kevin Corey shows his 
remarkable gifts as a physical come- 
dian as Touchstone. 

“All the world’s a stage,” begins 
one of the key speeches in As You 
Like It, and Julien Arnold can’t help 
but make a joke of how familiar and 
shopworn that line has become. But 
it's hard not to think how well is 
describes the Freewill Shakespeare 
Festival, with actors entering and 
exiting up the aisle and using the en- 
tire amphitheatre area as their stage 
For this Shakespeare newbie, it was 
a novel, entertaining experience. | 
might even try dusting off my old 
copy of Othello. That's the one star- 
ring Morpheus, right? i 











Please, Betty, Don’t Hurt ‘Em! | Australia’s Betty Brawn was bom with the strength of her father, the strength of her mather, 
and probably the strength of the family living next door as well. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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_ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE 





BICEPS! 
Amazon.com 


There's a great lineup of international per- 
formers coming to Churchill Square for the 
Edmonton International Street Per- 
formers Festival (July 4-13), including U.S. 
yo-yo virtuosos John and Rebecca Higby and 
U.K. comic Paddy Bramwells, but we've just 


watched some YouTube clips of Australian 


strongwoman Betty Brawn, and we're kind of 
afraid of what she'll do to us if we don't give 


ripping paperbacks in half, she’s lifting male 
audience members over her head and snap- 


ping chopsticks into splinters with her world- | 


famous “Breasts of Steel.” Ina word: yikes, 


|. SIX-PACKS! 





| Crix Pix: Six Tix 


One of Edmonton's big theatrical deals 
became available on July 2: the Theatre 
6-Pack, which gives you tickets to six plays 
by six local companies for only $90. This 
year’s lineup: Mo & Jess Kill Susie at Northern 
Light. Children of a Lesser God at Walterdale 
Playhouse, Grace at Shadow Theatre, Elyne 
Quan’s Stray at Workshop West, Jonathan 


| Christenson’s Nevermore at Catalyst The- 
her show an extra mention: when she's not | 


atre, and an as-yet-untitled (and likely as- 
yet-unplotted) romp from Stewart Lemoine 
at Teatro la Quindicina. They're available 


through TIX on the Square (420-1757), but | 


only in limited numbers—so get dialing! 


BRAINPOWER! 
Chris Turner Speaks! 


The Canadian Authors Association is holding 
its national conference in Edmonton from 
July 3-6. There's a lot going on over those 
four days, but the event Arts News is most 
interested is Friday night's National Liter- 
ary Awards Readings at the Timms Centre, 
especially the keynote speech by Calgary 
author Chris Turner, who'll tell “the quixotic 
story of how to rise above intransigent edi- 
tors and indifferent international publishers 
and get your true vision between covers (and 
build a whole new kind of writing career in the 
process).” You rnean we don't have to write 
Arts News capsules forever? Hallelujah! 
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VISUAL CULTURE - FIGHTING FEAR, sn words 


I Agree: Please 
Turn Yourself In 


MYLITTLEEYE LINDSEY ROCK 

THE MOST POWERFUL PIECE OF 
VISUAL CULTURE I SAW 

ALL WEEK WAS A SCRAWLED 
MESSAGE TO A RAPIST 


If I’ve learned anything in the short 
time I've been writing this column, 
it’s that it’s incredibly easy to be criti- 
cal of popular culture. It's no chal- 
lenge to spot some billboard or an 
ad in a fashion magazine and riff 
on the dozens of ways its attitude 
toward race, gender, class, and just 
plain aesthetics are problematic. In 
any given week, I can find’a plethora 
of images that make me shake my 
fist, bang my head on a hard wooden 
surface, or even cause smoke to pour 
out of my ears (like a party trick). 
This week, however, I’ve been on 


the hunt for something good to say. 
And let me tell you, it ain’t easy. I’m 
trying to analyze images based on 
first impressions (and my gut), My 
mission in this column is to find a 
sign and then say something about 
what that sign alone says to me. I 
see all sorts of stuff that catches my 
eye—and which I’m only too happy 
to deconstruct for you. But some- 
thing praiseworthy? Blink and My 
Little Eye would miss it. 

Last week, though, I was driving 
home from work. I was in the Gar- 
neau area, at around 11 p.m. I was sit- 

_ ting al a red light when I looked out 
the window and saw a sign plastered 
on a power box. It read: “Rapist Turn 
Yourself In Now. Call 423-4567” 
The sign was handwritten on a piece 
of pink paper. The text was haphaz- 
ardly scrawled and it was plastered 
up with a jarring sense of urgency. 

Immediately, | knew this sign was 
the work of the Garneau Sisterhood. 


Their stated mission is to “break the 
silence” about sexual assault and 
violence against women. While this 
round of posters was presumably 
spurred by a specific problem (Gar- 
neau Rapist, anyone?) it can be seen 
as part of the group's overarching 
mission to “truly acknowledge the 
astounding prevalence of rape in our 
culture.” And that is why I can nod 
my head, approvingly and solemnly, 
to this sign found on the power-box 
on the southwest corner of 76 Ave 
and 116 St. 

[have no idea whether the sign will 
be the least bit helpful in identifying, 
stopping, or arresting the rapist, but 
it does do something rather brilliant: 
it addresses me, as a sign should do 
It gets my attention. | stop. I think. 
I might even be changed. Suddenly, 
I am aware. I am reminded that in a 
world where popular culture sees sex 
and violence on any given TV chan- 
nel at any given time (especially with 
all those CSI episodes in syndica- 
tion), the overwhelmingly real prob- 
lem of violence against women is re- 
duced to an easily solved 40-minute 


mystery 

Which | think is why this crudely 
made piece of visual culture affected 
me so strongly—with just six words 
and a phone number, it turns the 
usual conversation our society has 
about rape on its head. | don't want 
to live in fear, but what more can I do 
besides lock my windows and doors? 
If a woman does not even feel safe 
in her own home, in her own bed as 
she sleeps at night, then perhaps our 
media's insistence on perpetuating a 
culture of fear has gotten out of hand. 
Yes, rape happens. No, it is no joke. 
But maybe victim-blaming is not the 
most effective way of managing this 
epidemic of violence against women. 
Rapist, stop! Turn yourself in. 


For more information on the 
Garneau Sisterhood and their 
postering campaign, e-mail 
garneausisterhood@gmail.com. 





CAFES TO CLUBS 


LISTINGS 


www.seemagazine.com 
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Tickets 


find dance: join the m@yvement 


Mainstage Series 


July 4 &5 

Hybrids 

See contemporary voices creating 
new Canadian dance hybrids. 
7:00 p.m. 


find eight 
Finding the best new works of 2008 


by Calgary and Edmonton dance creators. 


9:00 p.m. 


July 10& 11 
Simplicissmus Cabaret 
Find Cabaret, but be forewarned: 


things are never as they seem! 
8:00 p.m. 


July 12 

Nuts ‘n’ Bolts: A Discovery of Dance 
Find out how dance is made in 

an open creation rehearsal! 

8:00 p.m. 


July 13 
Fresh Feets 


feats finds inspirational young dancers who 
are making their way into the world of dance. 


OO p.m. 


TransAlta Arts Barns - 10330 - 84 Avenue 


feats 
§: © he ut €dmonton @& 
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THEATRE REVIEW § 


+ SLEAZE! BY RAMIN OSTAD {510 words 


Bright Lights, Pigs, Titties 





Hide Your Daughters | The evangelists in Pig are out to get ‘em. And chop ‘em up. SUPPLIED 


KRISTINE NUTTING’S GORY 
PEEPSHOW PIGWINS OVER 
EVEN SEE'S MOST PRUDISH 
THEATRE CRITIC 





PIG: ABACKDOOR PEEP SHOW 

Directed by Eileen Sproule. Written by Kristine Nutting. 
Starring Molly Flood, Jesse Gervais, Kristine Nutting, Kate 
Boorman. Chez Pierre Nite Club (1040-105 St.). 





I hope I don’t sound like a prude, 
but I felt a bit anxious and uncertain 
going into Pig, the self-described 
“backdoor peepshow” by local writ- 
er/performer Kristine Nutting. 

I'd never seen a burlesque cabaret 
before, and the poster's description 
of the show as a “rock musical re- 
plete with pigs, peeps, and religious 
perversion” seemed like a sure sign 


that the show would be miles away 
from the wholesome plays taking 
place on the other side of the city at 
the Freewill Shakespeare Festival in 
Hawrelak Park. 

Pig, you see, was being performed 
in the basement of Chez Pierre, Ed- 
monton’s first (and probably slea- 
ziest) strip club. By the end of the 
show, however, after my sides had 


recovered from the strain of con- 
stant laughter, I had learned one 
very important lesson: don't judge a 
peepshow by its Bible. 

After informing you through song 
that Pig is the “best peep show you'll 
ever see,” the show introduces us to 
Harry P. Cojck (the “j” is silent), a 
peepshow manager who searches 
for new performers by posing as 
a door-to-door Bible salesman. He 
plays on the insecurities of God- 
fearing, motherless young girls like 
Saskatchewan, our naive protago- 
nist, whose mother left her to be- 
come famous. Harry promises to 
deliver Saskatchewan from her lust- 
ful sins if she attends the tent-prayer 
meetings that take place on the farm 
owned by a glamourous female 
evangelist named Eve. Soon, Eve and 
Harry are grooming Saskatchewan 
for peepshow stardom—whereupon 
she discovers a troubling truth about 
Eve and her farm. 

The show’s troubling truth is that 
its story is thinner than an ultra-slim 
condom; but while the plot is fairly 
flaccid, its humour and comic tim- 
ing are throbbing with hilarity. The 
jokes include everything from obvi- 
ous dick jokes to not-so-obvious dick 
jokes, plenty of religious humour, 
and a consistent distaste for the prai- 
ries. Each character has their own 


unique quirks, and all of the actors 
make the most of them—Nutting 
herself plays Grinder, a homicidal 
Russian lesbian. My personal favou- 
rite, however, has to be the shiksa- 
loving Jewish peepshow performer, 
played by Caitlin Fulton, who be- 
comes aroused by non-kosher meat. 
The humour is pretty obvious and 
undeniably childish, but it's bound to 
appeal to... well, the type of person 
who'd go to a musical peepshow in 
the basement of Chez Pierre. 

That’s not to say that the show's 
exaggerated characterizations com- 
pletely work. Eve's role as a glamour- 
obsessed evangelist, for example, 
comes off a bit like a rejected Zool- 
ander character idea, and where 
the final moments attempt to be 
repulsive, they instead come off as 
hilarious, like a campy B-grade hor- 
ror flick. Some of the satire isn't re- 
ally all that poignant, either, and the 
barbs Nutting directs at the hypocri- 
sies of religious leaders have all been 
said before. 

That's not to say Pig isn’t enter- 
taining. I got a kick out of most of 
it, and I even found myself reflecting 
on what kinds of things | find truly 
repellent. Is it the best peepshow I'll 
ever see? Perhaps not, but it's defi- 
nitely one I'll be laughing about for a 
long while to come. 








WiIDIiT 
EXH IDI Ss 
ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 1016-106 ST., 488-6611 EXT. 
721. Until July 12. “Coming Up Next” features the work of 
emerging artists who are within the first five years of their 
career or in the final year of their formal education. Info: 
www.albertacraft.ab.ca. 

AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 1310 JASPER AVE. Until August_| 
30th. “Summer Show” A selection of artists’ artwork from | 
all over Canada. Hours: Tues-Sat 10 am-5 pm. 

AJ. OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE 590 BROADMOOR BLVD, 
SHERWOOD PARK. 449-4443 Info: Sonja, 922-3179. 


THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. Hours: Thu 5-7 pm, or by 
appointment. Info: theartery@noiselab.ca. 

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA ENTERPRISE SQUARE, #100, 
10230 JASPER AVE, 422-6223 Until Aug 10: “Red 

Tile: First Nations Art in the Late 20th 

Century” & “Drawn from the Past: The 

Portraits and Practice of Nicholas de 

Grandmaison.” Hours: Mon-Fri 10:30 

am-5 pm, Thu 4-8 pm free admis- 

sion. Sat & Sun Tl am-5 pm. Info: 
wwwartgalleryalberta.com. 

ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 32D 

FL, 10217-106 ST., 439-9532 Hours: 

Thu 5-8 pm, or by anpointment. Info: 

www.artshab.com. 

BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 ST, 482-1204 

Info: bearclawgallery.com. 

BLUE CURVE GALLERY GLENROSE REHABILITATION 
HOSPITAL, 1030-111 AVE. Hours: Mon-Fri, 8 am-2 pm. 
CABINET GALLERY NOKOMIS CLOTHING, 10318-82 AVE. 
Info: www.instituteparachute.a. 

THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 
9351-118 AVE, 471-1580 \ofo: www.thecarrot.ca. 

CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103-95 AVE, 
461-3427 July 4-16; Multimedia-themed exhibit featuring 
Madeleine Bellmond's fabric collages and acrylics, Ute 
Reider’s watercolors and acrylics, Denise Parent's photog- 
raphy, Mary Wright's photography, Mary Topping's oils and 
acrylics. Info: 461-3427. 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 AVE., 
439-8210 “Mother and Child” by Christ! Bergstrom. Hours: 
Mon-Fri llam-5pm. 

DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 ST, 488-4445 
Hours: Tue-Fri 9:30 am-5:30 pm. Info: douglasudeligallery, 
com. 

ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 STONY PLAIN RD., 
482-1602 New works from various artists. Info: www. 
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| waynemackenziegoldsmith.com. 
| EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY MAIN FLOOR ATRIUM, 


| am-Ilpm. info: www.extension.valberta.ca. 
| FABGALLERY 1-1 FINE ARTS BUILDING, U OF A CAMPUS 


| Modern Love” by Lisa Turner. Hours: Tues-Fri 10. am-5 pm, 


| GALLERY AT MILNER STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 


| Festival. Info: 496-7030. 


| 10.am-5:330 pm, Sat 10 am-4:30 pm. Info: www.landogallery. 
| com. 
LATITUDE 53 10248-106 ST, 423-5353 Until July 12: “Mind 





ENTERPRISE SQUARE, 10230 JASPER AVE. Hours: Daily 7 


Until July 5: “fluid bodies” by Elaine Wannechko & “This 


Sat 2-5 pm. 

FRINGE GALLERY 10516 WHYTE AVE, 432-0240 July 4-30; 
“A Thousand Places” photography by Naomi Marathal- 
ingam Info: www.paintspot.ca. 

FRONT GALLERY 12312 JASPER AVE, 488-2952 Info: 
488-2952. 


CHURCHILL SQUARE Until July 6: The Works Art and Design 


HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3RD FL, 
10215-112 ST,, 426-4180 Until July 19: 20th 
Annual Members’ Show. Info: www. 
harcourthouse.ab.ca. 
JEFF ALLEN GALLERY STRATH- 
CONA SENIORS CENTRE, 10837 
UNIVERSITY AVE., 433-5807 Hours: 
Mon-Thu, 9 am-4 pm. 
JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 5ST., 
465-6171 Edmonton oil painters 
working in-studio throughout the 
season. Artists featured include Susan 
‘Abma, Susan Box, Shairl Honey, David 
Brooks, Margaret Klappstein, Tracy Mardon, Anne 
McCormick, and Cindy Revell. Info: susanabma.com. 
LANDO GALLERY 1730-105 AVE., 990-116] Hours: Mon-Fri 


ofa City” by Judy Cheung, and “Fancy” by Corissa 0’Donnell. 
Hours: Tue-Fri10 am-6 pm, Sat 12-5 pm. Info: www. 
latitude53.org. 

MACEWAN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 10045-156 ST. Hours: 
Mon-Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat-Sun 12-5 pm. 
MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 AVE, 479-4050 
MCMULLEN GALLERY 8440-112 ST, U OF A HOSPITAL, 
407-7152 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat-Sun noon-6 pm. 
Admission free. 

NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE 9704-11] AVE., 474-761) Studio 
hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-2 pm. Gallery hours: Mon, Wed & Fri 
9:30 am-2:30 pm, Tue & Thu 9:30 am-4 pm & 6-8 pm. Info: 





www.ninahaggertyart.ca, 
NORTH EDMONTON SCULPTURE WORKSHOP 10546-115 
ST, 482-2685 Daytime viewing by appointment: 482-2685, 


. am-Spm. 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 JASPER AVE, 378-0240 | 
Info: www.outofthefirestudio.com. | 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 ST, 455-7479 | 
Until July 10: Linda Lindemann. Hours: Tue-Sat 10 am-5:30 | 
pm. Info: www.probertsongallery.com. | 
PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 ORDZE RD. SHERWOOD 
PARK, 467-3038 Info: www.picturethisgallery.com. 


| PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTRE 10055-80 AVE, 428-3499 | 
| Ongoing displays include functional sculpture and jewelry | 
| by Sandra Sing Femandes, metal sculpture by Linda Maines | 

| 451-1175 Edmonton bush pilot display in WWil-era double- 


and Bianca Khan, and paintings by Quentin Maki and Tim 
Rechner. Info: www.planetze.com 

PORTAL GALLERY #300, 9414-91 ST,, 702-7522 Until 
September 12th. Marcie Rohr. Reception: Tuesday, August 
12th, 7pm-10pm. Hours: Tue-Fri 12-8 pm, Sat 12-7 pm. Info: 
www.theportalgallery.com. | 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 PERRON ST,, ST. } 
ALBERT, 460-4310 

ROWLES & CO. LTD. MEZZANINE LEVEL, 10130-103ST., . 
426-4035 Info: www.rowles.ca. | 
SCOTT GALLERY 1041-124 ST, 488-3619 Hours: Tues-Sat 10 | 
am-5 pm. Info: www.scottgallery.com, | 
SCULPTURE STUDIO & GALLERY SHERWOOD PARK, 
662-4160 Figurative and abstract sculpture by Horst D. Info: 
www.horst-sculpture.ca. | 
SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9644-88 AVE, 
439-9296 Hours: Tl am-5 pm. Info: www. 

selfridgeceramicart.ca 

SNAP GALLERY SOCIETY OF 
NORTHERN ALBERTA PRINT ART- ‘ 
ISTS 10309-97ST., 423-1492 Hours: 
Tue-Sat 12-5 pm. Info: snap@ 
snapartists.com. 

STUDIO GALLERY I] PERRON 

ST, ST. ALBERT, 460-5993 Hours: 
Thu 12-8 pm. Fril0. am-6 pm, Sat 10 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 ST,, 452-9662 Info: 
Wwww.tugallery.ca. 

URBAN ROOTS 10418-82 AVE. 438-7978 Hours: Wed-Sat 
12-4 pm. info: 438-7978, 

VAAA GALLERY VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIATION 
BRD FL, 10215-112 ST, 421-1731 Hours: Mon-Fri 10-4 pm, Sat 
T-4pm. 

WEST END GALLERY 17308 JASPER AVE, 488-4892 Hours: 
Tue-Sat 10 am-5 pm. Info: www.westendgalleryltd.com. 
WORKS GALLERY #200, 10225-IOO.AVE., 426-2122 Hours: 


| pm, Thu 10-9pm, Sat 9-5 pm, Sun 12-5 pm 

BERIG@ RFI 
ViUSEUMS 

MUSEUM 

| CANADIAN PETROLEUM DISCOVERY CENTRELEDUC #7 


1-866-987-4323 or www.cpic.org. 








Mon-Fri 12-5 pm. Info: www.theworks.ab.ca. 
ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIPITY FRAMING 
9860-90 AVE, 433-0388 Anahuacalll Mexican jewelry and 


art works by Canadian and Mexican artists. Hours: Tue-Wed 
10. am-6 pm, Thu-Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat noon-8 pm, Sun-Mon 
foon-5 pm. 

ZOCALO 10826-95 ST, 428-0754 International crafts, | 


artwork, and tropical flowers. Hours: Mon-Wed & Fri 10-6 | 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 17470 KINGSWAY AVE,, 


wide, double-long hangar. Hours: Daily, 10 am-4 pm. 


DISCOVERY WELL, LEDUC. Guided tours, tailored education 
programs for classes K-12, safety courses and industry 
training, campground, library, and historical archives. Info: | 


CITY OF EDMONTON ARCHIVES 10440-108 AVE, 
496-8710 Over 50,000 catalogued photographs and slides 
from the 1880s to the present, Two display galleries. Free 
admission. Hours: Weekdays 8:30 am-4:30 pm. 
JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 1061-914 AVE,, 496-8787 
Admission free, donations gladly accepted. Info: www. 
edmonton.ca/johnwalter 
LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MILITARY MUSEUM 
#718, PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES HERITAGE 
CENTRE, 10440-108 AVE. Hours: Week- 
days, 10 am-4 pm. 
MUSEE HERITAGE #557. ANNE 
ST,, ST. ALBERT, 459-1528 Hours: 
Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm; & Sun, 
15pm. Admission by donation, 
suggested donation $2. 
PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF 
ALBERTA 8555 ROPER RD., 427-1750 
Until SEP 6, “Les Francophones en 
Alberta: Courage et Détermination’ tells 
the history of Francophones in Alberta through 
archival records. Hours: Tues-Sat 9am-4:30pm, Wed 
Sam—-9pm. 
ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 AVE, 453-9100 
Hours: Mon-Sun, 9am-Spm. Info: www.royalalbertamu- 
Seum.@. 
STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 913 ASH 
ST, SHERWOOD PARK, 476-8189 Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-4 pm. 
Info: www.strathconacounty,museum.ca. 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1211-142 ST,, 451-3344 Perma- 
nent Exhibits include The Body Fantastic, Mystery Avenue, 


ence demos, Cryogenics, Electricity, and What Puts The Fizz 
in Soda Pop? Info: 451-3344, www.odyssium.com. 


iow ONT od 
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VANL 

DANCE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 2ND & 4TH THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. RIVERDALE HALL, 9231-100 AVE. Info: 
467-1285. 

FESTIVAL OF DANCE 10330 84 AVE. TRANSALTA ARTS 
BARNS July 4-13. Tickets $20 (advance) $25 @door thru TIX 
onthe Square 

RODA DE CAPOEIRA SATURDAYS, 1-2 PM, CAPOEIRA 
ACADEMY, 10540 JASPER AVE, 709-3500 A free performance 
of Capoeira, a Brazilian mix of dance, martial arts and music, 
invented by African slaves. Info: www.capoeiraedmonton.ca. 


THEATRE 


AROCKY NIGHT FOR HIS NIBS JULY 10-26 TUE-SAT, 
NIGHTLY AT 7:30 PM. SAT MATINEE AT 2 PM. VARSCONA 
THEATRE. $22-Adults $19-students/seniors. Pay-what- 
you-can Tuesday evenings. Reservations 433-3399 Tickets 
Ti-on-the-square 420-1757 www.tixonthesquare.ca 
RIVER CITY SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL JUNE 24-JULY 
20 @ 8PM NIGHTLY TUES-SUN, 2PM MATINEES SAT & SUN. 
HAWRELAK PARK. Tixon the Square 9930-102 Ave, www. 
tixonthesquare.ca 

RAPID FIRE THEATRE EVERY FRI & SAT, 11 PM. VARSCONA 
THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE., 448-0695 TheatreSports Fridays, 
Chimprov Saturdays, $10 at the door: Info: www.rapid- 
firetheatre.com. 


LIVE COMEDY 


RAPID FIRE IMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE., 
448-0695 TheatreSports Fri, 11 pm. Chimprov Sat, Il pm. 
$10 at the door, 

THE COMEDY FACTORY #408, 3414 GATEWAY BLVD., 
469-4999 MAY 29-31 June 12-14. Tim Koslo. Regular show- 
times Thu & Fri 8:30 pm, Sat 8:30 & 10:30 pm. Info: www. 
thecomedyfactory.com. 

THE COMIC STRIP BOURBON ST., WEST EDMONTON MALL, 
483-5999 Hit or Miss Mondays, amateurs compete for audi- 
ence approval. Tuesdays Alternative Comedy Night. 

THE LAUGH SHOP LONDONDERRY MALL, 66ST. & 137 AVE., 
476-1010 Regular hours Thurs ,Fri & Sat 8 pmand a 10:30 pm 
on Saturdays. Info: thelaughshop.ca. 





The Greens’ House, Space Place, Discoveryland, and DinoDen 
Inthe Explorer Gallery, Syncrude Science Stage features sci- 
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SEX + CURIOUS KIDS |784 words 


_ SEX 


Teenage Reader Is Bursting With Penis Questions 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

“AM I BIG ENOUGH? SHOULD! 
GET CIRCUMCISED? HOW CAN 
I EJACULATE LIKE A PORN- 
STAR?” CALM DOWN, KIDDO! 





Dear Josey, 
I’m a curious 14-year-old boy with 
some questions: 

(1) At my age, is it worth getting 
circumcised? 

(2) “The bigger, the better,” 
right? I have a six-and-a-half inch 
penis—is that sufficient or should 
I look into penis enhancers? 
Would you recommend that? 

(3) How can I prolong ejacula- 
tion? 

(4) How is it that the guys in 
porn flicks have so much come? 
(They can spray it everywhere!) 
Troubled Youth 


Dear Troubled, 

The size of your penis and how 
much you come are hardly the big- 
gest concerns when it comes to hav- 
ing a good sex life. And for women 
with small vaginas—several of whom 
have written me—bigger is not bet- 
ter. You're doing more than fine at 
just over half a foot, so no, I wouldn't 
recommend penis enhancers. 

As for prolonging ejaculation, 
once again, don’t necessarily buy 
into the myth that women need you 
to last until she’s chafed and raw. But 
if you really can’t make it much past 
the gate, a trick that more than a few 
guys have told me about is to mastur- 
bate before a date where you know 
you might have sex. This might help 
you last longer at showtime. 

There are plenty of women who 
have no problem with uncircum- 
cised men. Some even prefer it and 
I've always maintained that an uncut 
penis provides its own built-in lu- 
brication devise thanks to the extra 
skin. It also seems strange to me that 
guys who won't even let someone 
stick a swab up their penis or a finger 
up their bum to test for diseases, are 
willing to consider letting someone 
slice a big flap of skin off their penis. 
If you want my opinion, leave it be. 

And the guys in the porn flicks 
don't have any more come than you 
do, but thanks to the magic of video, 
they can make it look like they do. 
I'm not sure if it's guys who are ob- 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 


COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 « www.ca-northab.org 





sessed with how much they come 
that make porn video makers play 
this up or vice versa. I guess it’s a 
bit like how women feel when they 
see these flawless models in fash- 
ion mags. We know it's not reality 
and that we can’t live up to it but it 
doesn’t stop us from trying. Frankly, 
I wish we'd all get over it 

Stop worrying about all this super- 
ficial stuff. You'd be better off learn- 
ing how to be a really good, attentive, 
affectionate, and skilled lover. That'll 





FOR WOMEN WITH SMALL 
VAGINAS—SEVERAL OF WHOM 
HAVE WRITTEN ME—BIGGER 
IS NOT BETTER. 





get you much further than a 14-inch 
penis that shoots like a geyser 


Dear Josey, 

I'm an average-looking, educated, 
generous, and thoughtful 34-year- 
old guy who is almost never in a 
relationship. I’d never “paid for 
it” until I drunkenly ended up 
with a hooker a few years ago. I 
felt worthless and sleazy after- 
ward and believed no one could 
ever love someone who did some- 
thing like that. 

But with increased loneliness, 
I've been picking up hookers 
again (and again)—the guilt! I try 
to justify my behaviour with the 
fact that, if I’m not hurting any- 
one and get much-needed affec- 
tion out of it, well, maybe it's my 
only alternative. 

Still, ’'m conflicted. Are these 
indiscretions something a girl 
could forgive? 

Suffering From Guilty Pleasures 


Dear Suffering, 

First of all, in my book, going to a 
hooker for sex is not a sin. There 
is nothing wrong with seeking out 
comfort and affection. 


Gra 
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Sex educator and activist Carol 


Queen 


cort) thinks people are too quick in 


(who has worked as an es- 


this culture to demonize clients of 
prostitutes 
for is evidence that men who patron 
ize prostitutes are contemptible. | 
don't believe this; I believe that every 
client, every person, has the right to 
seek out sexual pleasure and com- 
fort. I’ve been treated with a good 


deal more respect by 99 percent of 


“What they are looking 


my clients than by the average guy 
on the street 
Sure 


a hard time with 


So stop feeling guilty. some 
gals might have 


knowing you pay for sex. Women 


have possibly even more ingrained 
negative attitudes about sex work 
than men—which might have some- 


thing to do with that whole slut/ 
whore stigma we're fed our whole 
lives. But there are plenty of women 


out there who have managed to get 


over this and realize that sex is not 
dirty, even if you pay for it 

So if you're looking for forgive- 
ness, see a priest. If you're looking 
for someone to love you and accept 
you for who you are, who will not 
pass judgment on choices you have 
made in your life, then you better 
start by doing those things for your 
self. Guilty and ashamed are usually 
not on most women’s lists of what 


they're looking for in a guy 


Calgary 


403-770- 0990 


Other Cities 


1-888-482-8282 
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Mobile pay, text “QUEST” to 77003 
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Thou Shalt Not Have Sex With A Virtual Jessica Alba 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

TECHNOLOGY WILL CHANGE 
BUT UNTIL IT’S INVENTED, 
LET'S NOT WORRY ABOUT IT 





My boyfriend and I both like 
porn and toys, and we're obvi- 
ously open about everything and 
often play with them together. 
But recently he posed an interest- 
ing question that left me feeling 
like a prudish conservative: If 
virtual-reality technology is de- 
veloped such that one can have 
a sexual encounter with a com- 
puterized person (insert favorite 
famous wanna-fuck object here: 
Brad Pitt, Jessica Alba, who- 
ever), would that be too close to 
cheating? 

He says that it’s just a face at- 
tached to a sex toy and nothing 
more. If porn is okay and sex toys 
are okay, he reasons, why not 


combine the two? But I'm feeling 
a little jealous of my boyfriend's 
virtual fuck buddy of the future. 
What's your take? 

Worried About Virtual Promiscuity 


We can spend all day worrying about 
terrifying new sex technologies yet 
to be developed—virtual fuck bud- 
dies, horse-hung sexbots, Laura In- 
graham’s vaginal canal—or we can 
cross those bridges when we come 
to, on, or in them. 

As for what constitutes infidel- 
ity... well, that is and will always 
remain a highly subjective matter, 
WAVP. Every couple gets to decide 
for themselves just what constitutes 
infidelity within their own relation- 
ship. One couple may draw that line 
at pornography—well, it’s usually the 
batshitcrazy half that draws the line 
at pornography and the sane half 
concedes the point under duress 
and masturbates in secret—while the 
couple next door draws the line at 
quadruple penetration. 

And speaking of infidelity: I’m 
gonna slap the next big, dumb gay 
opponent of marriage equality who 
whines about gay marriage being a 
plot to impose stultifying monogamy 
on us and destroy gay sex as we've 


come to blow and glove it. Straights 
don’t have to be monogamous to be 
married (or married to be monoga- 
mous) and neither do we. We can 
have our civil rights, full marriage 
equality, and our sexual adventures 
too—just like straight people do. 

Gay people who say, “We shouldn't 
want to get married because then 
we'll all have to be mono-0-0-0-0-o- 
o-ogamous!” are just as dishonest— 
and just as full of shit—as Bible- 
thumpers who say, “They shouldn't 
be allowed to get married because 
they’re not capable of being monog- 
amous!” Drop it, you douchebags. 


I never said anything, because 
I'm not one to knock someone's 
kinks as long as they're safe and 
respectful. But I’m dying to know 
if this is a gay thing or did he have 
some type of protein deficiency? 
Jizzed Upon In Minneapolis 


A gay thing? Not according to my 
mail—or your example, JUIM, seeing 
as this guy was bi. 

Getting back to my mail: All the 
panicky e-mail I get from people 
whose boyfriends, husbands, or 
FWBs suddenly lapped up their own 
come is from women. Either gay 





EVERY COUPLE GETS TO DECIDE FOR THEMSELVES JUST WHAT 
CONSTITUTES INFIDELITY WITHIN THEIR OWN RELATIONSHIP. 





Okay! I’m a bisexual woman who 
dated this amazing, beautiful, bi- 
sexual guy who was a bartender 
at the Gay 90's in Minneapolis. 
(Shout out!) Obviously it didn't 
bother me that he liked men, but 
the thing I just could not toler- 
ate was that after he would come 
on my stomach he would lick it 
all up!!! OMFG I almost 
threw up every time! 








Looking for 


a hot date? 
CALL NOW! 


Thousands of local, single women are waiting for you — 
on Lavalife VOICE. So call, talk and date. 


EDMONTON 





AT HOME? 


lavalife* 
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| Dial #CLICK (225425). 794/min. 
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men don't do this or they don’t re- 
gard the act as so troubling that they 
feel a need to ask me about it. But 
in my own personal sex life, JUIM, 
I’ve never seen a gay man lap up his 
own come—well, not unless he was 
ordered to. 

So where did this kink come from? 
Who knows? Who cares? We can 
look back through this bartender’s 
life and speculate—maybe his dad 
forced him to lick his plate clean, 
maybe he started eating his come 
as a teenager to destroy evidence 
of masturbation from disapprov- 
ing parents, maybe he's deeply con- 
cerned (and deeply confused) about 
his carbon emissions—but, gener- 
ally speaking, attempting to identify 
the root cause of an adult person's 
fetishes, turn-ons, kinks, etc. is a 
waste of time. 

It's a much better use of our time, 
JUIM, to accept and enjoy our fetish- 
es and our partners’ fetishes with 
good grace and a sense of humor. 
What turns us on turns us on, and 
angsting about it endlessly doesn’t 
change anything. 


I'm writing on behalf of a friend 
of mine who is too tired and dis- 
gusted to write. The advice is 
too late for her, but 1 was won- 
dering if you could send out a 
few hints to those who partake 
in golden showers. My friend is 
a very nice landlady. She rented 
her basement apartment to a 
young woman whose boyfriend 
After a 
couple months, the tenant moved 
out and my friend went down 
to clean. The place smelled dis- 
gusting and required hours upon 
hours of cleaning. The rugs in 
every room were soaked through 
and the walls were covered with 
dried urine. She had to rip out 
all the carpeting. I just assumed 
people had the sense to do golden 
showers in the tub. So, Dan, what 
are the golden rules? 

Irked Lady Landlord 


visited on weekends. 


What proof do you have that these 
two were piss freaks, ILL? Pissing 
all over carpets and walls is a time- 
honored way for disgruntled tenants 
to fuck over perceived-to-be-evil 
landlords; it is not, generally speak- 
ing, a piss freak’s modus operandi. 
It's been my experience—ahem—that 
piss freaks are neat freaks (outside 
of the tub), the turn-on being the 
violation of their own taboos and 
hang-ups around cleanliness. 


I've been reading your column 
pretty much since you started 
writing it in the early-mid 1990s. 
When I moved to New Orleans, 
pre-interwebs, and discovered 
you weren't represented in any lo- 
cal papers, I had a friend clip and 
mail your column every week so I 
wouldn't miss out. 

The reasons for the longevity of 
my interest are not only because 
you write good ’n’ stuff, but be- 
cause your advice always nails 
it. But while I feel that you're 
correct 100 per cent of the time, 
I’m curious if you feel that you've 
ever made a mistake. 

Are you infallible? Any re- 
grets? 

Curious In Louisiana 


Pshaw, CIL, I’ve made my fair share 
of mistakes. I remember one in par- 
ticular; After giving out some erro- 
neous information about the loca- 
tion of the clitoris (it’s not on the 
tailbone, as it turns out) and being 
called out for it, I explained that, on 
the few occasions that I slept with 
women, | didn’t make a close study 
of their vaginas, as that would have 
made it harder to pretend that their 
vaginas were, in actual fact, Keanu 
Reeves’ distressed asscrack. Then 
I added that to me a vagina would 
always look like “a canned ham 
dropped from a great height.” 

I regret writing that, as people 
screamed and yelled, and I was even 
refused service in a lesbian bar over 
it. But luckily for me, the column in 
which | made that gynophobic but 
eerily apt crack—I mean, picture 
it: A canned ham falls from a great 
height, hits the ground hard, the 
weakest seam of the can splits, the 
meat product inside’is pressed out 
through the long, narrow opening as 
the impact compresses the can, and 
pink meat unfolds like a delicate, if 
nonkosher, flower—is so old that it 
doesn’t exist on a web archive any- 
where and I can plausibly deny ever 
having written any such thing. 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at www.thestranger.com/savage. 
mail @savagelove.net 
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CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 








PISCES (FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20) 

Y'know, the Universe ain't exactly financially strained, and nothin’ ventured, nothin’ gained. In other words, 
if you need money, love or help with a task, the universe has got it — you've just gotta ask. This week, if you 
want the best, why don't you make a formal request? 


AARIES (MARCH 21- APRIL19) 

This week, don't try to impose your vision on someone else's decision. It's flatterin’ to know you have influ- 
ence over another person, but you carry some of the karmic load if you cause their life to worsen. It’s time to 
keep your big mouth shut or risk receivin’ a karmic kick in the butt! 


TAURUS (APRIL 20 -MAY 20) 

Well, for once you've finally managed to be findin’ some kinda calm pond to unwind in. No wonder your first 
reaction is to lose your cool when someone throws a pebble into your placid pool. Don't. Let the ripples from 
their rock deliver you to your destiny — it's meant to be! 


GEMINI (wayz1-sune20) 
Change is power. Just ask anyone who keeps their mate by keepin’ them guessin’. That's the strategy you 
oughtta be stressin’, so-get in your opponent's mind and start messin’ If they're too nervous about tryin’ to 


predict your next move, they'll work out a truce just to make life go smooth! 


CANCER (JUNE21-JULY 22) 
This week, when the world feels a li'l too well-worn, you'll be sorely tempted to seek out distractions from 


| your daily routine. Don't doit, or you'll lose sight of your dream. Dabblin' in diversions will only take you ona 


detour down a dirt road, when you should be cruisin’ on the six-lane blacktop to destiny! 


LEO (JULY 23- AUGUST 22) 

When chemical compounds collide, they exchange ions as they react. Once that flow stops, the compounds 
are no longer the same, and when they've got their fix, no matter how hard you try, nothin'll happen when 
they mix. That's why there's always more compounds to combine with! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22) 

It looks like your patience is about to pay off, and you'll soon be piggin’ out like a politico at the pork barrel 
trough. Trouble is, when you're eatin’ so good, you tend to forget to do all the things you should. Don't let 
satisfaction cause distraction, or you'll feel the impaction of its adverse reaction! 


| LIBIRA (SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22) 


Right now, you're susceptible to the influence of eines s, and this week's advice could be your mother’s — 
you're not allowed to hang with a bad crowd. Normally you'd be able to keep your distance, but this week, 
you'll easily cave in to insistence and, like takin’ a bad bet, agree on somethin’ you're gonna regret! 


| SCORPIO (OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21) 








| Because of the way the celestial winds blow, right now you may feel at an all-time low, but you still gotta go | 


on with the show. Things can only get better from here and they're going to — if you can keep it in gear. As 
long as you can get through this week, you'll soon attain the success you seek! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21) 

It takes tons of strength to stand your ground when all manner of morons try messin’ around with you, But 
when their meddlin’ becomes so much that you can barely move a muscle, it no longer simply suffices to 
make a stand. The time has come to kick some ass, so go ahead and take command! 


CAPRICORIN (DECEMBER 22- JANUARY 19) 

No matter how badly the bullies are breathin’ down your neck, hold your head up high, and don't give a heck. 
You can handle the heat on the street whether it’s the fryin’ pan type or the fire variety. Either way, if you 
keep your cool you'll be the winner at the end of the day! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18) 

Sure, you could let bygones be bygones and bury the hatchet, but just ‘cause there's a hole, you don't have 
to patch it. Sometimes it's better to leave a space, especially when it's something not easily replaced. This 
week, fillin’ that hole with any ol’ thing at hand could cause more problems than you'd ever planned! 


You can contact The Kid at cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com. 


‘ 
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expose a new 
favorite each week. 
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195. Personals 


Eight Minute Date 
Speed Dating for Singles 


Fri. July 11 at The Rock Pub & 
Grill (St. Albert) Ages: 24-36, 


37-47 & 48-58. 


Register at 457-8535 or 


Need a friend? Attractive married 
male seeking discrete female 
pen-pal relationship to share inti- 
mate letters of dreams, hopes 
and desires. A friend. #17 
10109-106 St, Edmonton, T5J 
3L7 


200. Business/invest. Oppor. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 
solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 


im. Anywhere in Alberta. 
780-484-9232. Fax: 
780-484-7345 


CAP-IT GENUINE  Truckware 
franchise opportunity available. 
Join Westem Canada’s largest 
chain of truck accessories sales 
and installation centres. Leam 
more, visit cap-it.com or call Rob- 
ert at 604-857-1211 


FARMERS AND ACREAGE own- 
ers. Help ARRGO meet the world 
wide demand by. growing a Me- 
dicinal Herb called Ahodiolia 
rosea. For info visit www.arr- 
go.ca. Call 780-983-0199. 


NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 
interim financing, home pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 


Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 

1005. Help Wanted 





200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


THE UPS STORE - Franchise 
opportunity available. Join Cana- 
da’s largest network of neigh- 
bourhood business service cen- 
tres. To eam more visit 
www.theupsstore.ca > or call 
1-800-661-6232. 


UNRESERVED AUCTION. Min- 
ing opportunity! Travertine Rock 
Quarry in McBride, BC. 58 hec- 
tares: 3 mineral cells. Saturday, 
July 12, 2008, 11 a.m. MST at 
Michener Allen, Edmonton, Al- 
berta. Brokered by: Metro Hori- 
zon GMAC. 780-968-1068; 
www.BidOnProperty.ca. 


9700. Support Groups 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


410. Education/Training 


BECOME A published writer with 
our distance education course. 
Personal instruction and mentor- 
ing from professional writers. 
Money-back guarantee. Call for a 





free brochure. Call 
1-800-559-7632; www.wing- 
hill.com. 





BECOME A VETERINARY As- 
sistant in 24 weeks at Granville 
Business College. Specializing in 
veterinary assistant diplomas for 
15 years. Classes every 3 
months; www.vet-assistant.com. 
604-683-8850. 


ONLINE, ACCREDITED, Web- 
Design training for persons facing 
barriers to employment available 
from the Canadian Society for 
Social Development. Visit: 
http:/www.ibde.ca/signup (space 
is limited - apply today!) 5 








TRAIN FOR a new career in 
medical transcription. Work from 
home. 99% employment rate. 
Contact CanScribe today for a 
free information package. 
1-800-466-1535; www.can- 
scribe.com / info@can- 
scribe.com. 


1005. Help Wanted 





HELP WANTED 


Earn $350 per week 
working only 
part-time hours 






Selling Edmonton 
Journal Subscriptions 
door to door 


4hrs a day, 
early evening, 
flexible weekend shifts 


Transportation provided 
Call Eddie @ 965 1001 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


$40/HOUR JOURNEYMAN 
wage. Denham Chrysler Jeep 
Lloydminster is currently seeking 
Quicklube technician. 1st, 2nd, 
3rd year jourmeymen and appren- 
tice technicians. Please fax re- 
sume to 780-872-5050 or email 
to:  courtney@denhamchrysler- 
jeep.com. 

















A DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Offering quick connections and 
the lowest monthly rates! Switch 
for frée. High-speed and dial-up 
internet now available! Call 
Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; www.phonefac- 
tory.ca. 


DISCONNECTED? 
Great hookup rates. Everyone 
approved. Not happy with 
present phone provider. Switch 
for free, Keep same number. Call 
today! Protel Reconnect 
1-877-852-1122. 


A PHONE 





ACCELL WELL SERVICES is 
currently seeking personnel for 
the positions of: Rig Manager, 
Driller; Derrick & floor hands. Fax 
resume to 780-955-2569 - In- 
clude certificates and driver’s ab- 
stract. 


1005. Help Wanted 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Western Canada. We are 
also seeking resident technicians 
in Drayton Valley, Lac La Biche, 
Camrose, Vegreville, Cold Lake, 
Bonnyville and = Wetaskiwin. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
tapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St, 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; cackland@brandt- 
tractor.com. 


BISON TRANSPORT has open- 
ings for Regional/Turnpike/AB 
only and long haul Class 1 driv- 
ers. We have what you want! Call 
1-800-462-4766. 


CASORSO INDUSTRIES LTD. 
requires a picker operator Class 
1. Wages negotiable. Fax re- 
sume and driver's abstract with 
feferences to 403-844-3105, 
Rocky Mountain House. 


DANCE TEACHER REQUIRED 
for September. Starting wage 
$30/hour plus travel and profes- 
sional development. To teach 
ballet (pointe), jazz, etc. Good 
advancement opportunity. Newer 
6,000 sq. ft. studio. Call 
780-624-8776. Email: prdanceso- 
ciety@yahoo.ca. Mail resume to: 
Box 5202, Peace River, AB, T8S 
1R8. 


EAST CENTRAL ALBERTA 
newspaper looking for experi- 
enced reporter. Great and af- 


fordable small town living. Came- 
ra and car provided. Please indi- 
cate wage expectations. Email 
cp.eanderson @ gmail.com today. 


1005. Help Wanted 


E MANAGING EDITOR 


Position Available 


SEE Magazine, Edmonton's alternative newsweekly, attracts 50,000 readers weekly with 

a healthy serving of local news, arts and entertainment coverage, sass, snark, humor, 
compassion, curiosity, and bite. With the emphasis on ‘bite’, we are looking for an editor 
to lead our team of talented professionals and deliver consistent coverage of the city, 

it’s issues, and it's people. 


QUALIFICATIONS 


You have to have: 

« Experience as a working news journalist. 

+ Experience as an editor. 

+ A keen interest in offering an alternative viewpoint on issues 
including the environment and social justice. 

« An appreciation for arts and entertainment coverage. 

« Superior communications skills. 

» A track record as a team leader. 

+ Strong copyediting skills. 

« Ability to develop leadership and editorial skills in the editors 
under your supervision. 

+ Ability to recruit and develop freelance writers. 

+» Knowledge of layout and production procedures. 

* Ability to co-ordinate efforts of editorial, design, production, 
and administrative staff. 

+ Understanding of evolving media platforms. 


Please apply with your resume, clippings and cover letter to: 


Todd Kosloski, pusLisHeR 

See Magazine 

10275 Jasper Avenue, Suite 200 
Edmonton, Alberta T5) 1X8 

Fax: 432-1102 

Email: tkosloski@see.greatwest.ca 


Competitve Salary, Commission, and Benefits Package offered. 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


EAST CENTRAL HEALTH. Main- 
tenance Worker III - full-time po- 
sition. Vermilion Health Centre. 
Alberta 5th Class pre- 
ferred/trades experience. Hospi- 
tal experience an asset. Contact: 
Bert Courchesne, Manager Fa- 


cility Services, East Central 
Health. Phone 780-853-3263. 
Fax 780-853-4786. Visit: 
www.ech.ab.ca. 

EAST CENTRAL OILFIELD 
maintenance company requires 


truck foreman and swampers. 
Wages dependent on experi- 
ence. Will train the right individu- 
als. Fax 403-664-2897 or call 
780-753-8784. 





ELECTRIC METER INSTALLER. 
Corix Utilities has immediate ca- 
reer opportunities for full-time 


piece rate electric Meter Install- ~ 


ers throughout rural Alberta, 
Lodging, meals, vehicle allow- 
ance provided. Visit: www.co- 
fix.com for more information. 
Submit resume ASAP fax: 
403-203-9231 Email: ca- 
reers@corix.com. 


EMERALD TRUCKING, High 
Prairie, Alberta is currently seek- 
ing Class 1 Drivers, Vacuum 
Truck Operators and Heavy Duty 
Mechanics. Fax resume to 
780-523-5833, 


ENSECO ENERGY SERVICES 
an Alberta based company is cur- 
tently accepting resumes for vari- 
ous positions throughout Alberta 
relating to: swabbing, production 
testing, wireline (cased/open 
hole/TCP), directional —_ drilling. 
Must be able to pass pre-job 
screening. Fax resume to 
403-806-0084. Email: jointhe- 
team@enseco.ca. See www.en- 
seco.ca for more information 





ENSIGN ENERGY Services Inc 
is looking for experienced Drilling 
Coring & Well Servicing; person- 
nel for all position levels. Drillers, 
Operators, & Core Drillers $29.70 
- $39.25; Derrickhands, Well Ser- 
vicing Derrickhands $26.30 - 
$32.50; | Motorhands $27.50; 
Floorhands, Well Servicing Floor- 
hands, $21.65 - $24.50. Ensign 
Recruitment Center, 2001 - 4 
Street, Nisku, AB, T9E 7W6. 
Telephone 1-888-ENSIGN-O. Fax 
780-955-6160. Email: hr@ensig- 
nenergy.com. 





EXPERIENCED CLASS 1 bed 
truck/tractor drivers and journey- 
man picker operator for oilfield 
transportation company in Fox 
Creek. Competitive wages, bene- 


fits package Fax resume 
780-622-5008. 
1005. Help Wanted 





PLANCT O 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


FRESON IGA, an Alberta owned 
and operated company is seek- 
ing a Meat Manager in Valley- 
view, Alberta. We offer above av- 
erage compensation, profit shar- 
ing, benefits package, perfor- 
mance bonus plan and career 


opportunities across the prov- 
ince. Send resume to: dewa- 
ski@freson.com or fax 
780-524-3366. 





HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor or film extra on Calgary mo- 
vie sets. All ages required. 
403-521-0077. 


INSTALLER/SERVICE REP re- 
quired for a water purification 
company. Knowledge of plumb- 
ing & electrical helpful. Submit re- 
sume to The Water Clinic. Fax 
306-242-1223. Email: sales@the- 
waterclinic.com. 


JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more, Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. Free. Visit: 
www.awna.com/resumes_add. 


JUNIOR REPORTER - photogra- 
pher position. Claresholm Local 
Press, just one hour south of Cal- 
gary. Strong writing, photography 
skills required, Resume, writing 
samples to: clpsales@telus.net. 
Fax 403-625-2828. 


NAIT at 








Fairview, Alberta re- 
quires a Power Engineering 
Technology Instructor. Enjoy 
working with students? Then ap- 
ply online. See our website for 





more details at 
www.nait.ca/hr/careers 
PARKLAND ACRES Mobile 


Home Park and Airport Self Stor- 
age in Lacombe, Alberta requires 
a part-time maintenance person. 
This position would be well suited 
for a retired or semi-retired per- 
son. Please contact 
403-782-6468. Mail: 161 Park- 
land Acres, Lacombe, T4L 187 
Fax 250-762-2536. 


QUINN PUMPS REQUIRES ex- 
perienced bottom hole techni- 
cians/shop foreman for Drayton 
Valley and other locations. We 
offer competitive wage, bonuses, 





profit sharing, pension plan, 
benefits and relocation incentive. 
Email resume to: hr@quinn- 


pumps.com. Fax 403-343-3210. 


REPORTER REQUIRED tor 
award winning Crowsnest Pass 
Promoter. Strong photography 
and writing a must 
403-627-3252;  publisher@crow- 
snestpasspromoter.com. 


WANTED: Experienced oilfield 
truck drivers. Must have valid oil- 
field tickets. Call 306-297-2861 


1005. Help Wanted 





REESE SSB SSB SSE ESSSESESSSRT SB SBE S ESTE SE SS 


A career that feeds the planet — 
and your soul. 


Join the Planet Organic Market team — 

we offer a supportive work environment, 
competitive salaries, generous store discounts 
and excellent opportunities for advancement. 


Currently we have career opportunities for: 
+ Kitchen Manager (full-time) 
* Deli Supervisor 


* Cooks and Bakers (full-time and part-time) 


Please send your resume to 
careers@planetorganic.ca. For more 

information about Planet Organic Market, 
please visit www.planetorganic.ca 


(full-time) 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


REPORTER REQUIRED! Wetas- 
kiwin Times, 45 minutes south of 
Edmonton. Experience desired. 
Knowledge of Indesign, Photo- 
shop and CP Style. Apply to Ni- 
cole: editor @wetaskiwin- 
times.com or fax 780-352-4333. 


SENIOR GRAIN Terminal Opera- 
tor required in NE Saskatchewan, 


Expand your career! RASP, 
benefits, profit sharing - great 
quality of life. Fax 
1-877-778-6403. Call 


1-888-778-0570. 





SHARE YOUR PASSION for mo- 
torcycle maintenance and repair. 
NAIT Fairview, Alberta needs~in- 
structors with your journeyman 
motorcycle mechanic’ skills. Call 
now 1-888-999-7882 or email 
carkinstall @ nait.ca, 


SOUTHWEST Saskatchewan 
ranch looking for a full-time expe- 
rienced farm machinery operator. 
Onsite housing available. Wages 
negotiable. Stable job record and 
references required. Phone 
306-295-4050. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Do you like to drive? Volunteer to 
drive frail but walking seniors 
around Edmonton. Daytime 
Mon-Fri. We Pay the gas! 
732-1221 


Energetic and enthusiastic volun- 
teers needed for children’s ac- 
tivities, stage, event set-up, se- 
curity and more. 440-1772 





Front Yards in Bloom seeks vol- 
unteers to visit beautiful gardens. 
Email frontyards @ edmontonhort.com 
or 780-428-7901 





Teach summer class for Math, 
English, Science (7-9) Call 
780-424-8934 





The Canadian Francophone 
Games are looking for 500 volun- 
teers! Be part of this national 
event in August! www.jeux.fc.ca 





The Canadian Francophone 
Games are looking for 500 volun- 
teers! Be part of this national 
event in August. 

www.jeux.fc.ca. 


From August 14th to 17th, 2008, 
13 delegations from across the 
country will gather here and exer- 
cise their talents in three do- 
mains: sports, arts and leader- 
ship, and will contribute to the de- 
velopment of French-Canadian 
youth. In order to make this 
event a great success, 500 vol- 
unteers are required in different 
positions. English speaking vol- 
unteers.are welcome. 
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1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Various volunteer positions 
available, 4 hour shifts. 
www.albertacancer.ca 432-8334 





Volunteers needed for Pet Thera- 
py Society's casino at Century 
Casino on Monday, July 14th. 
Please call Deanna at 413-4682 
if you can help. 


1700. Employment Wanted 


NANNIES/CAREGIVERS skilled 
workers/labourers. Overseas 
workers (nannies, construction 
workers, truck drivers and so 
much more) are seeking employ- 


ment in Canada. All are well 
trained and/or experienced in 
their field. Phone Worldwide 
Caregivers Inc. 780-709-0005; 
www.worldwidecaregivers.ca. 
2005. Artist to Artist 
Middle-aged actors/actresses 
needed for short film projects. 
Email eifma@live.ca and join 
group at http://filmind.meet- 
up.com/242/ 


Ae Musicians Wanted 


Country singer looking for lead, 
bass, drums to form country 
band. Rob 222-7444 





Drummer & Guitar seek bass, 
2nd guitar for metal. Death, 
TBDM. Have space. 25+ 
463-5974 


Edmonton original band seeks 
lead guitar player. Contact Chris 
780-289-0870. www.christopher- 
raven.com. 


Experienced bass player needed 
for original rock band. Pro gear, 
attitude and transportation need- 
ed. Vocals a big plus. Check 
www.thejfrproject.com or call 
819-2618. 


Experienced drummer needed for 
original rock band. Pro gear, atti- 
tude and transportation needed. 
check www.thejfrproject.com or 
call 819-2618. 


Hey, this is ShadeBust, a Reg- 
gae/Ska band from St. Albert. 
We're looking for a trombone 
and/or trumpet player that rip 
their instruments. All original 
songs, plus whatever covers we 
decide after having a hom sec- 
tion. Check out the tunes at 
www.myspace.com/shadebust. 








2020. Musicians Wanted 


Keyboardist needed. Prog/power 
metal. ph: 990-2866 
myspace.com/darkwarriorkills. 





Seeking Female Lead Guitarist. 
Local punk alt band. Serious 
inquiries only. 
myspace.com/da39phuk39s 
Ryan:757-1972 John:637-1972 





The Killer Cowboys, a local coun- 
try/rock band seek a bass player. 
The chosen one must have pro 
experience, flexible schedule, 
positive attitude. Can reply by 
phone. 780-913-7327 or by e- 
mail john @killercowboys.com 





Wanted: Trumpet and/or Trom- 
bone player for ska/reggae band. 
All original. St. Albert. 651-8996 
or 651-8479 


2200. Massage Therapy 


Mobile Spa & in Call Bodywork 
Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re- 
laxation and rejuvenation. Tar- 
get your stress, aches, poor cir- 
culation, toxins and fatigue with 
aroma-steam, shower, massage, 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 
920-1965. By appt. 





SWEDISH-CALIFORNIAN 
massage. 20 years experience, 
Old Strathcona. Also evenings 
and weekends. Almasta 


405-8765 
2300. Models 
Canadian Angels searching for 


pin-up models for pin-up gallery. 
New company. Visit us at 
NaughtyCanadianAngels.com 
Great opportunities. 952-7778 
www.lookingforonlyyou.com 


301 Auctions 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 





us today! 1-800-491-4494 o; 
rbauction.com. 
UNRESERVED CLOSE-OUT 


Auction, July 17 in Cudworth fea- 
turing trucks, equipment, antique 
tractors, real estate and more! 
For more information go to 
www.hodginsauctioneers.com or 
call 1-800-667-2075! PL915407. 


210. Misc. For Sale 


1992 DODGE SPIRIT, great 
shape $3000. New and used car, 
mini-van, truck SUV. No money 
down, just sign. Everyone ap- 
proved. Sales people wanted. 
1-866-645-2069. 





$38.95 HOME PHONE Service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation 
$18.95. Unlimited long distance. 
Call Choice Tel now! 
1-866-333-1405. 





AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special 
Sign up online and save $20, 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca. 





AT LAST! An iron filter that 
works. lronEater! Fully patented 


Canada/U.S.A. Removes iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga- 
nese from well water. Since 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG IRON; 


www.bigirondrilling.com. 





BED, QUEEN, orthopedic Pillow- 
top mattress/box-spring. New, 
still in plastic. Full warranty. Cost 
$1100.; sell $375. KING size, ex- 
tra-thick, cost $1550.; sell $650. 
Will deliver. 403-371-1400. 





BUILDINGS FOR SALE! “Beat 
next substantial increase!" 
20x30x12 $5300. 25x40x14 
$8890. 30x50x14 $9900. 
35x56x16 $13,500. 40x60x16 
$17,700, 50x140x19 $45,600. 
60x100x18 $36,300. Others. Pio- 
neer since 1980. 
1-800-668-5422; www.pioneer- 
steel.com. 





FOR SALE. Rodent proof 40’ and 
20’ sea containers. 5’ X 10’ corral 
panels Starting at $55. 
403-226-1722; 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com. 





FUTURE STEEL Buildings 
Durable, dependable, pre-engi- 
neered, All-Steel structures. Cus- 
tom-made to suit your needs and 
requirements. Factory-direct af- 
fordable prices, Call 
1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
brochure. 





HOT TUB/SPA 2008 - All op- 
tions, with cover, 2008 model 
with full warranty. Brand new, still 
in wrapper. Cost $8,300. Sacri- 
fice $4,750. Call 403-663-9767. 


3210, Misc. For Sale 


MEMORY FOAM Orthopedic 
mattresses. NASA _ technology. 
Retail $1,500. liquidation price. 
$399. Queen (all sizes available) 
Limited quantities. Health Rest 
Warehouse, 10821 - 182 St., Ed- 


monton. Call 1-888-420-7378 





METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 32” VRIB/36" Toughrib 
29ga. Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Col- 
ours $.89 sq. ft IN STOCK 
25/30 year warranty. ALTA-WIDE 
Builders Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 


NEW HOMES for Sale! Quality 
craftsmanship built homes - with 
over 30 years experience. Imme- 
diate availability. Best price in 
western Canada. Starting from 
$129,900. Contact Tim or Kelvin 
1-866-788-6484. 





NO MONEY DOWN! (‘credit 
builder)! Dell, laptop, pc-comput- 
ers, Icd-tv, Sony camcorders, 
home-theater. Quick easy (*ap- 
proval), low monthly automatic in- 
vestment, quick delivery; 
www.nationalcomputersdi- 
fect.com. 1-877-226-0660. Re- 
strictions apply. 


4001. Farm Stuff 


FOR SALE - 25 Red and Black 
Percentage Simmental Cows 
Bred for February/early March. 
Home raised herd, polled and 
easy-calving. Call Raymond 


780-384-2455. 


HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252. 


9003. Real Estate Misc. 


1973 VISTA VILLA 14 X 60, 3 
bedroom mobile home. Very 
good shape. Fridge, stove, wash- 
er, dryer included. Must be 
moved. $18,500. o.b.o. Phone 
780-940-2236, Edmonton. 


20 WIDE Park Model Cottages 
now available. Clearance on all 
20 and 16 wide homes in stock. 
Shop around and choose the 
Best Buy Home; www.bestbuy- 
housing.com. 1-877-396-5564. 


$65,900. ‘A1-Homes* $65,900 
Sale - Factory Direct - Sale. 16 - 
18 - 20 wides. Ready for delivery 
now. Dare to compare. Call Air- 
drie 403-945-4488, Red Deer 
403-314-2244. 














THE CONTAINER Guy. 20, 40 
and 48' containers. Also Reefers 
available. Weather, bug and ro- 
dent proof for storage. Delivery 
available. Excellent condition 
Clean city rated gravel 
780-307-4656. 


TREES CHEAP! Company - Go- 
ing out of business sale! Liquidat- 
ing entire inventory. 33% off sale, 
Spruce or pine. 1 - 2 ft. $3.49 
each; 2 - 3 ft. $7.50 each; 3 - 6 ft 
$24.99 each. Alberta delivery. 
403-504-3303. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


SELF CONTAINED family vaca- 
tion rental, Parksville, Vancouver 
Island. Weekly through summer. 
Beautiful sand beach. No pets, 
no ~=smoking; imaca1 @Xplor- 
net.com or 1-250-748-8340. 
Leave message. 


SELES Building Supplies 


#1A STEEL building sale! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, 


shop, warehouse. 6 colours 
available! 40-year warranty! Free 
shipping first 20 callers! 
1-800-457-2206; www.crown- 


steelbuildings.com. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


WORD AD ORDER FORM 


Non-Adult Line Ads 


15 Words or Less 


Each Additional Word 


Bold-Flat Rate 
Centred (first line) 
(each additional) 
Blank Line 


DEADLINE MONDAY AT 3PM 


$6.89 + GST 
$0.25 + GST 
$2.50 + GST 
$2.00 + GST 
$0.50 + GST 
$2.00 + GST 





“FREE HEADINGS: Artist To Artist, Musicians Available, Musicians Wanted, Volunteers, | Saw You 
(provided the ad is not for profit) You can list'up to 15 words or subject to regular pricing. Free ads run for 4 weeks 


name 


address 


heading 


B.C. VANCOUVER ISLAND Real 
Estate. Campbell River and Co- 
mox Valley. Ocean view property, 
acreage property. View at 
www.islandhomes.blogspot.com. 
Don or Evan 1-866-384-6878. 


JANDEL HOMES factory direct 
Pricing. New 1200 sq. ft. $89,750. 
Cathedral ceilings, low E win- 
dows, upgrade exterior, soaker 
tub. Free delivery (100 mile radi- 
us). Jandel Homes 
1-800-463-0084; www, jandel- 
homes.com. 


LAKEFRONT DEEDED serviced 
lot. Lake Newell Resort, Brooks, 
Alberta. Big beautiful lake for 
swimming, water skiing, sailing, 
fishing. $230,000. 0.b.0. Phone 
403-832-2112 Cell 
403-952-0891 


NEED CASH? Home owner 
mortgage loans. Purchases, re- 
newals, refinances to 100%. Al- 
berta Home Loans Inc. Call today 
1-877-568-0929, Jason Pelletier. 
Pay off debt and start saving! 











PROVINCE-WIDE classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $249. + GST 


(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 





credit card # 





daytime phone 





PRINT YOUR AD CLEARLY IN THE SPACES PROVIDED 


MC VISA AMEX signature 








BLUIKE Real Estate Misc. 


PREFAB HOMES Discounted 


50%+! Green-R-Panel Building 
Systems Sub-Prime Mortgage 
Disaster Order Cancellations. 


1260 sq. ft. pre-engineered pack- 
age originally $29,950., Blowout 
$14,975. Other sizes - Sacrifice 
prices! Since 1980/BBB. 
1-800-871-7089. Spring delivery 
available! 





SUCCESSFUL BROILER Breed- 
er Farm - 5000 hen quota. 160 
acres, 4 bedroom house, shop, 2 
oil leases (possibility 2 more) 
state-of-the-art facility. Location 6 
miles east of Saskatchewan bor- 
der (Sinclair, Manitoba). $1.15m. 
Phone 306-452-3666; 
204-748-7158. 





WINALTA HOMES Building 
Communities. Now selling - Jubi- 
lee Landing in Sherwood Park. 
Lighthouse Pointe in Sylvan 
Lake. Jutland Ridge in Stony 
Plain. Home and lot starting at 


$259,900. Winalta Homes 
1-866-960-2112. 
WINALTA HOMES 20' wide 


homes with transverse vault, ex- 
terior dormer, window upgrades, 
much more. 160 km delivery in- 
cluded. Available now! Incredibly 
from $99,900. 1-866-960-2112. 


6100. Cars 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 


Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem. Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie, 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere; www.autocredit- 
fast.ca. 





100% APPROVED. Turned down 
by bank? No credit? Bad credit? 
No problem! Free delivery to any- 


where! Cars, trucks, SUV's; 
www.becreditfast.com or call 
1-877-793-0620. 





1ST IN CAR LOANS; www.car- 
loanstogo.ca Wester Canada’s 
lowest rates and prices on any 
make any model. Call us first or 
go online for free approval 
1-888-859-8666. 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebullders. Call 
Garth 403-888-5593, Cavalcade 
Auto Acceptance Corp., serving 
Alberta for 16 years. 








6100. rS 


DREAMCATCHER = FINANCING 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “0” down. O.A.C. Free de- 
livery to BC and Alberta. Apply 


online www.dreamcatcher- 
loans.com, 24/7, 
1-800-910-6402 





NEED A CAR or truck? Good 
credit, bad credit. Want a Visa? 
#1 success rate. Delivery in BC 
and Alberta; www.drivehomen- 
ow.com or 1-888-501-1148. 


6650. Tires/Parts/Access. 


WRECKING OVER 2000 vehi- 
cles. All makes all models. Cars, 
trucks up to 3 tons. Lots of 4 X 
4's. We ship parts anywhere and 
offer a 90 day warranty. Call 
North-East Recyclers toll free 
1-877-903-3325, Lloydminster. 


BELIEVE! Exceptional Psychics! 
Love Money Life. 
1-900-783-3800. $3.09 minute. 
18+ 1-877-478-4410 for 
Visa/MC/Amex/DirectDeposit; 
www.mysticalconnections.ca. 


245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN SERVICE, by 
phone, no credit refused, quick 
and easy, payable over 6 or 12 
installments. Toll free 
1-877-776-1660. 

A CRIMINAL RECORD? Weil 
clear it! Don't be misled by oth- 
ers, we'll get you what you really 
need. Lowest price, guaranteed 





pardons/waivers. Toll free 
1-800-507-8043; www.pardon- 
granted.ca. 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Why be 
embarrassed or fearful? Cana- 
dian criminal pardon/U.S. travel 
waiver. Uncontested low cost di- 
vorce? Debt recovery? Alberta 
small court claims payout to 
$25,000. 1-800-347-2540 


GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! If you own your 
home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 
west.com, BBB member. 
1-877-987-1420. 


UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 
and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca- 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 
gal - CCA Awards. 20+ years ex- 
perience. Free —_ consultation. 
1-800-320-2477. 








=f 


PHONE 430-9003 / FAX 432-1102 
classifieds@see.greatwest.ca 


Office hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am to 5:00 pm 


Payment must be included with ad. 
Please Include GST In payment. 


if mailing, mail to 


SEE Classified, Ste. 200, 

10275 Jasper Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta TSJ 1X8 

We cannot confirm receipt of ad. Ads are not 
Guaranteed to run and we reserve the right to 
re-categorize, edit and refuse private party ads. 


number of weeks 


expiry date 
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SOLUTION TO NLAST WEEKS PUZZLE 
ACROSS 





]"__ for Alibi” (first in the Kinsey Millhone 
book series) 

4 Runa credit card through 

9 Offto the side, on a ship 

14 Post-punk rock band Pere __ 

15 Like some waves 

16 Forearm bones 

17 The part of the church that's covered 
in hair? 

19 He was succeeded by his brother Raul 
20 Triangular traffic sign 

7/2 Fast 2 Furious” actress Mendes 

2 Taylor of “The Notorious Bettie Page” 
24 Summer signs 

26 “Remington__” (Pierce Brosnan series) 
28 Desertlike 

3] Irish version of an old French coin? 

34 Drama that ran from 1986-94 

36 Lets free froma cage 

37 Critter that may go for a long swim? 
38 Attractive actor Bridges of “Diff'rent 
Strokes"? 

40 “You suck!” 

43 “The Good Shepherd” star 

44 Like some salesmen 

46 “Mickey” singer Basil's card game 
society? 

50 Bookie’s stats 

5] Ukrainian port 

52 Trash boat 

54 New age musician/former TV host John 
55 Ming that's not a vase 

58 Fencing foils 

61 Skip the restaurant 

63 Comedian Steve with a droll sense of 
humor? 
66 Make up for 





I’M GOING TO HAVE TO CUT YOU OFF 


YOU’VE HAD ONE TOO MANY 


JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 
©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 


67 Give__ of approval 
68__ kwondo 

69 Come together 

70 Whines 

7\First responder, often 


DOWN 

1*__ Wiedersehen!” 
2*Can__avowel?” (“Wheel of Fortune” 
fequest) 

3Singer-songwriter Quatro 

4Get hair to stay where you want it 

5 Feature of some envelopes 

6 Ore-__ (Tater Tots brand) 

7 Cover some ground? 

B Abbr. on signs at mountain lookouts 
9 Kennel sound 

TO Irish liqueur brand 

M1 Vedder and Bauer 

12 Danny of “Do the Right Thing” 

B Environment 

18 Legendary Nintendo princess 

22 Posed, as a question 

25 “Quiet, you!” 

27 Watches the goal or the bar 

28 Full-bodied beer 

25 Charlotte of “The Facts of Life” 

30 Under the weather 

32 Opener 

3 Silverware drawer compartment 

35 They're covered on timelines 

39___ One (political idea-sharing .org site 
with the slogan “You Set the Agenda”) 
40 Make an offer 

4] Neat freak’s condition, for short 

42 Gives the go-ahead 

43 Suave 
45 “Card Sharks” option 
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John McCain 
believes in 
market 
incentives, and 

what's more 
“market” than 
GOVERNMENT, 
GIVEAWAYS?! 







a 
















“I figured out how to 
siphon money from 
the government to my 
pals at Halliburton, 
and they got $24 


“T came up with the 
idea of defeating 
terrorists by invading 
| Iraq, and the US. 

| paid me $27 million!” 


-A. Chalabi, billion!” 
| Baghdad -D. Cheney, 
| Washington, DC 





Yes, vee the global energy crisis would be worth trillions to any 
inventor, but John McCain is sweetening the mt with an extra 300 ine! 





Solve the health care 
crisis and win a 
Complete Archery Kit. 


es 


Invent a VCR that doesn't 
flash 12:00 all the blasted 
time and win a Guitar. 










Invent a new automobile 
battery that leapfrogs 
current technology, and 
you ll win a... 


$300 MILLION 
CASH PRIZE!! 
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Stop the gays from Create a perptual 
wanting to marry and ~=motion machine and 
win a Transistor Radio. win a Knapsack. 





Devise a proof of Get my wife to shut 
the Riemann Hypo- up during Cardinals 
picsis and win This. games = take Anythi 








John McCain 2008, 
Washington, DC 


i My invention is 


: [would like to claim 

a } my prize of 
“I invented a mew conyoy : 
system for our patrols in: This ridiculous prize 
Baiji. And when J was i stunt will distract people 
discharged, John McCain: from John McCain’s lack 
got me that new G.L Bill! : 
No, wait... he DIDN’T!” 
-L. Kendricks, 
Jacksonville 
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} of an actual policy on 








46 Cheerleader's words of encouragement 
4] Forma notion 

48 Carbonell who plays Dr. Richard Alpert 
on“Lost” 

49 Occupation before refrigerators 


SBMiby gems E-mail me your photo — 
a ns host Carolla I'll draw you as a cartoon for only 
_itseems.. | 

Sears $10 per person Black & White! 


60 “The King and!” setting 

62 Word before a maiden name 
64 Affirmate Senate vote 

65 Badminton divider 


I'm also available for Weddings, 
Corporate Functions & Parties! 
E-MAIL: rob@ToonsTent.com 


TO ORDER ON-LINE, 


VISIT: 


www.loonslent.com 
Visa, MC, Amex Accepted! 





WHAT'S 
S0 CHARMING 
DID YOU HEAR? ABOUT AN © 
LUCKY CHARMS OURGLASS? 
ADDED ANOTHER 
FUCKING 
MARSHMALL OWS 


IFEEL SORRY FORTHAT 
LEPRECHAUN... SPENDING 
HIS WHOLE LIFE RUNNING 

FROM HUNGRY, 
THIEVING 





www.rockdeputy.com 


agenda | news&opinion | city life| music | on screen| arts f dassifieds | sex | the back 














SASNRS 


Spectators watch the Canada Day fireworks from the edge of Ezio Faraone Park 
on Tuesday July 1, 2008. PHOTO BY MICHAEL TRAVERS 





FIRST PERSON -EDMONTON STORIES « BY DAN CLAVETTE | 623 words 


-} Newcomer 
. Quiz 


A TORONTONIAN ARRIVES 
IN EDMONTON UNPREPARED 

























Its hard to be specific about what 
my expectations of Edmonton were. 
Having just arrived from Toronto, I 
half-expected to see a mile-high bill- 
board of Stephen Harper giving us 
hook 'em horns as I looked up from 
the arrivals gate, affirming our cor- 
Tect choice in government with a 


As it turned out, the Edmonton 
airport was a much more stoic affair. 
People milled about and there were 
few cowboy hats to point at. There 
4S no mechanical bull to boot our 
Uggage into our waiting hands. 
here was no new country music 
laring over the P.A, system. 
Ttook a cab to my new apartment— 


the fare cost a stunning $35. I'd paid 
for my new home, sight unseen, over 
the phone from Toronto, and as I 
stepped out of the cab and onto 118 
Avenue, I took in my new neighbour- 
hood for the first time. I found my- 
self living across from a 7/11 and not 
one, but two cheque-cashing institu- 
tions. Several ne’er-do-wells smoked 
on the benches at the Big Foot Tav- 
ern down the street in the surpris- 
ingly chill October air. 

Larrived with no furniture and very 
little of my clothing, so shopping 
was an immediate need. | went down 
Kingsway to Canadian Tire for an air 
mattress. I bought kitchen utensils, 
a kitty litter box, and some garbage 
bags, and then I waited half an hour 
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for a taxi. This was a surprise. You 
actually have to call for a taxi in Ed- 
monton. They aren't waiting for you 
at every corner, shopping centre, bus 
stop, hospital, and bus terminal? 
How quaint. I guess in Edmonton 
I have to buy a cellphone and a car, 
not to mention pay more for gas and 
groceries and drive farther for every- 
thing? Awesome 

So, I wait half an hour. The alter- 
native—i.e., attempting to carry $150 
worth of household necessities on 
the bus—isn’t appealing. These fig- 
ures are swimming in my head, and 
I think about plunking down another 
$35 for the cab back to the airport. 

No, no, no, I say to myself. That's 
not true to the spirit of adventure 
that | came out here with. So, on- 
ward to Save On Foods. By this time 
it's 10 p.m. and I'm surprised to find 
a gigantic empty store. These things 
don't exist in Toronto. Somehow the 
five shoppers in the store manage to 
get in my way and walk as slowly as 
is humanly possible. Standing be- 
tween me and the tofu is the most 
slack-jawed, lumbering excuse for a 
humanoid I’ve seen yet in Edmon- 
ton. Walks at the speed that my cart 





would move if I stopped pushing it. 
People talk to each other at the pace 
of a metronome set to “stun.” 

I’m shopping for quick meals and 
temporary pots and pans. As | in- 
spect the cat food, I fail to notice a 
woman stumble up to me until it’s 
almost too late. 

“Where's the rigs?” she mumbles, 
intoxicated 

I’m sure that I must smell of To- 
ronto (a mixture of sidewalk dirt and 
a faint pee odour you somehow get 
used to) and this is some sort of new- 
comer quiz. So, I ‘proudly answer, 
“I'm pretty sure they’re a few hours 
north of here, near a town called Fort 
MacMurray.” I smile widely at hav- 
ing passed the quiz. 

The thin woman looks at me for a 
moment, startled and, blinking. “No, 
the rigs,” she says again, only this 
time she's jabbing the crook of her 
elbow with an imaginary needle. 

“Pretty sure the pharmacy is that 
way,” I say, waving vaguely in the di- 
rection opposite the one I’m headed. 

I finish my shopping, shuffling 
along, downtrodden. Turns out, 
I failed the Edmonton newcomer 
quiz. 





ENJOY THE | 
SUMMER ON 
OUR PATIO 


www.billingsgate.com 
7331-104st 433-0031 
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—— ALE NONSE— 
S87 & WHYTE 


SUN SUN SUN! 
IT’S PATIO SEASON 


9912-82ave 758-2754 
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EXTENSIVE BAR 
& RESTAURANT 
LISTINGS 
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Have fun out there. Jeep 


2008 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 
PLAY THE FIELD. AND THE HILLS. AND THE VALLEYS. 


Jeep Wrangler. The world is your playground. 
> Available Trail-Rated RockTrac four-wheel drive system — Available Three-piece Freedom Hardtop 
or Sunrider Soft-top - Four removable doors - Wash out interionwith removable carpet and drain plugs. 
Starting at $26,795? includes “1 300 freight 


by Pica 


CANAD. 


FASTEST GROWING, 


AUTOMAKER ** 


Recently graduated? GET AN EXTRA $500 OFF. See dealer for details. 
VISIT YOUR ALBERTA CHRYSLER, JEEP., DODGE DEALER OR DODGE.CA 


Wise customers read the fine print: A, @, These limited time offers apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on new 2008 models. At participating dealers only. Price includes 
FINANCING PROVIDED BY freight (1,300 for Wrangler) and excludes license, insurance, registration, any dealer administration fees, up to $75 PPSA and applicable taxes. Dealer order / trade may be necessary. 
Starting from price of $26,795 applies to Wrangler Unlimited X (23S). MSRP for Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon (28S) model shown is $30,595. & My Ride student program is offered on most 
new and unused 2007, 2008 and 2009 vehicles. Dodge Challenger is ineligible for offer. $500 will be deducted from the negotiated purchase/lease price after taxes. Program ends June 
30th 2008. Visit your Jeep dealer for complete details and conditions. ()() Based on 2007 Canadian sales and market share growth, ® Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Canada Inc. 
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